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INTRODUCTION. 



'* Where was the Protestant religion before Luther V 
is a question that has often been asked with an air of 
confidence and triumph, by the advocates of a church 
which claims to be the only infallible expounder of the 
word of God. The object of the following essay is to 
answer this question, and to retort the charge of novel- 
ty in religion, on those who make such arrogant claims 
for the antiquity of their church. 

The importance of the question will be evident to 
every one who considers, that it relates not merely to 
some unessential doctrines, or external observances, 
but to the very foundation of a sinner's hope. If the 
Po^sh system be true, Protestants are left to the '* un- 
covenanted mercies of God ;" without a ministry, wiftil* 
out sacraments, without hope! If it is fidse, how awful 
is the delusion, and how imminent the danger of those 
who rest all their hopes of salvation upon it! 

That the discussion is seasonable, must be apparent 
to all who are awake to the signs of the times. Zealous 
emissaries, backed by foreign influence, and aided by 
foreign gold, are coming in like a flood, to poison the 
fountains of education, and to bring the civil and reU- 
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IV INTEODUCTION. 

gious liberties of this happy land into subjection to a 
foreign ecclesiastical despotism. 

The original work, from which the following treatise 
is extracted, consists of a series of discourses, on the 
principal errors of Popery, styled the "Cripplegate Lec- 
tures," which were delivered by eminent English di- 
vines, in and near London, about the end of the seven- 
teenth century. The discourses bear ample testimony 
to the learning, judgment and piety of their authors. 

In preparing the work for the press, ^ome liberty 
has been taken in retrenching irrelevant matter, and 
in somewhat modernizing the style. Should it be ob- 
jected that the quotations made from catholic authors 
are of ancient date, and that the Popish religion of the 
nineteenth century is very different from that of the 
sixteenth and seventeenth, it would not be difficult to 
produce from catholic works, printed hy authority, in 
this city, within a year or two, sentiments as unscrip- 
tural as any quoted in this work. Besides, the objec- 
tion would come with a very ill grace from those who 
boast that their church is always and every where the 
same — " Nulla vestigia retrorsum,^* 
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CHAPTER I. 

For the better understanding of the matter in 
hand, I shall premise the seven following propo- 
sitions: 

FIRST PKOPOSITION. 

That the ordinary way in which lost sinners, 
since the fall of Adam, have been recovered and 
restored to life and salvation, as to the essentials of 
the covenant of gf ace, has, in all ages, been one and 
the same. For though God has, " at sundry times 
and in divers manners,'' revealed his will to his 
church, yet the covenant of grace, under various exr 
ternal dispensations, has been the same;^ under the 
law, administered by promises, prophecies, sacrifices, 
and circumcision, the paschal lamb, and other types 

* £a qaippe fi<ies jofitos seryavit anikjuofl, qam et nos. i. t . Me- 
diMoriB Dei et liominis Jemi Christi. Aug. de Natur. et Gfat : 
cap. 44. Heb. i. 1 : wMfiitfk %iu wtkurpoirms. 
a2 
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6 THE NOVBLTX OP POPERY. 

and ordinances, delivered to the people of the Jews,* 
all pointing at Christ to come; under the Gospel, by 
the preaching of the word, and administration of 
the sacraments. Baptism, and the Lord's Supper, 
which is observed in commemoration of the death 
of Christ, already past The way to heaven through 
Christ, has been the same, successively from Adam 
to our days, and will be the same to the end of the 
world; which we might learn from the perfect agree- 
ment between the doctrine of Moses and the pro- 
phets, and Christ and his apostles; for these, de- 
claring the whole counsel of God, Acts xviii. 27, 
yet preached no new doctrine concerning Christ 
and salvation by him, but what Moses and the pro- 
phets said, and that also in reference to the Gentiles, 
as well as to the Jews, Acts xxvi. 22, 23. To be- 
lieve in Christ, to love God above all, to repent, and 
mortify sin, to be sanctified and renewed after the 
image of God, to- be obedient to the will of God, 
has been " the good way'' from of old. The change 
in outward administrations made by Christ-and the 
apostles, did not make a new way to heaven, though 
the old dispensations then ceased, and gave place to 
those appointed by Christ, which, with the doc- 
trines of the apostles, are retained in the reformed 
church, but are depraved, corrupted, and departed 

* Christi yen sacrificii multiplicia yariaque signa erant sacri- 
ficia priica eaiictorum, cum hoc UDom per multa figuraretur, 
tanqaam yerbis multis rei una diceretur, ut sine faatidio mul* 
tarn commendatur. . Aug. de Ciyit: Dei, lib. 10: cap. 20. 
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TBM KOVBLTT OF POPBXY. 7 

from by the church of Rome, as will appear by the 
parallel of doctrines. 

SECOND PROPOSITION. 

Antiquity is not a mark of a true church. A 
church of long standing and continuance^ succes- 
siyely from age to age, might be a false church. 
The church of Rome, contrary to all reason, makes 
antiquity a mark,* whereby a true church may be 
known; and, contrary to all history, brags of 'her 
own antiquity. But that which is a mark to distin- 
guish one thing from another, must be foundt in 
one kind, in all of that kind, only in that kind, and 
yet always in it; as a man has two feet, but thereby 
cannot be distinguished from some other creatures, 
because this is common to birds as well as men. So 
to be skilful in music, is proper only to man, but is 
not found in every man, and therefore is no mark 
to know a man by; for one that is no musician, is a 
true and real man, as well as he that is. 

Antiquity, alone considered, will fall short of a 

* Secunda nota ecclesie est antiquitas; nostra autem eccleaia, 
quam adyersarii papisticam vocant, est ilia ipsa quam Christus 
instituit, et proinde vetustior omnibus sectis hiereticorum. Bell, 
de Concil. et Eccles. 1. 4. c. 5. 

t Proprium eonvenit soli alicui speciei, oranibusque iUius in- 
^Uyiduis et semper. Tres notariim conditionef ponit, Bellarm. 
1. Debent esse propricB, non communes. 3. Debent esse notiores 
eH re cujus sunt notee, alioqui non sunt not», sed ignoto. 3. 
Sunt inseparabiles k veid ecclesift. De Concil. et £ccles« Lib. 
4. cap. 2. 
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6 THS HOVXLTT OF POPBBT. 

d^nonstration.or eyidenee, that die church of Rome 
is the only true churchy upon these two grounds or 
reasons. 

1. Because antiquity is separable from a true 
church; as the church of God in Adam's days, was 
a true church, and yet it was not then an ancient 
church. And the Christian church, in the apostles' 
days, was a true Christian church, and yet it was 
not then an ancient Christian church, any more than 
an iniant newly born, may be said to be an old man; 
and yet it is a true man, though not old. 

2. Because antiquity is not only separable from 
• a true church, but is also common to other things 

now, as well as to a true church. It might even be 
spoken of the synagogue of Satan; for Satan has had 
his followers in the world for many thousand years; 
and there have been many wicked and ungodly 
societies of men, far more ancient than the church 
of Rome, or any pope at the head of it So that the 
antiquity which the church of Rome boasts of, but 
does not possess, cannot prove it to be the true 
church of Christ, any more than the synagogue of 
Satan. 

THIRD PBOFOSITIOK. 

Antiquity is not a mark of true doctrine; for al- 
though all truth is more ancient than error (which 
is a corruption of truth), yet every doctrine that is 
old,* or of many hundred years' standing is not 

* Quodcunque adversai veritatem sapit, hoc exit heresb, 
etiam vetus consuetudo. Tertul. de Virg. Veland. 
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THE NOVBLTr OP FOPERT. 9 

therefore true; for there are old errors, and old he- 
resies; some of them more ancient than those that 
are properly and formally popish errors. There 
are the old errors and heresies of Cerinthus, Ebion, 
Arius, and many more, of an earlier original, than 
the main doctrines of popery, that are essential to 
that religion; and if we judge of doctrines merely 
by antiquity, many heresies have the precedency 
of popery. Since then wickedness and error can 
plead antiquity of many ages; it is plain that anti- 
quity is a praise or dispraise, according to the na- 
ture of the thing of which it is spoken; if it be 
good, the older, the better; if it be bad, the older, 
the worse; continuance in sin being an aggravation 
of it; as an old swearer, an old drunkard or idolsitet 
is worse than one that has lately taken up such wick- 
ed practices. Antiquity of doctrine and worship 
without truth and purity being but* grey-headed 
error and sin, it follows that the longer the church 
of Rome has practised such worship, and taught 
such doctrines, she is not so venerable for her anti- 
quity, as vile for her iniquity. 

FOURTH PROPOSITION. 

Some of the popish doctrines, and some parts of 
popish worship are older, and of a longer standing 
than others. Rome was not built in one day; and 
the body and system of pdpish doctrine, as it is 

*. Consuetado fine yeiitate, yctostas erroris est. Cjrpr. £pi0t 
ad Pompeium. 
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10 THB NOVJBLTT OF POPBRY* 

DOW held, was not finished in one age. Popery 
came in by degrees^ and antichrist rose to his pre* 
sent height, step by step. The question* propound- 
ed by the papists to be resolved by the protestants, 
who was the first pope that brought in their reli- 
gion, and who was the first that made all the inno* 
rations we complain of? is ridiculous and absurd, 
supposing that to be introduced into the church by 
one man, in one age, which was brought in gradual- 
ly, by many men, in many ages. 

FIFTH PROPOSITION. 

Those things that are essential to our religion, are 
owned by the papists themselves; for they profess to 
own the Scuripture to be the word of God, and cer- 
tainly true; but they add their own traditions, things 
not contained in the Scripture, as necessary to 
salvation; which we cannot receive. They^ own 
Christ to be the head of th^ church, and so do we; 
but they add that the pope is the head of the uni- 
versal church also, which we deny; they own bap- 
tism and the Lord's supper, and so do we; but they 
add five sacraments more, which we reject They 
own that there is a heaven and a hell, as well as 
we; but they teach that there is a place distinct 

* In omni insigni mntatione religionis semper lata sex demon* 
Mnci ponottt* 1. Aactor ejod. 3. Dogma aliquod novnm. 8. 
Tempiw quo c«Bpit» 4. Loom ubi copit. 5. Quis earn oppugn 
naverit. 6. Eziguua aliquii coetus, unde paulatim aliia acoe* 
dtAtibua, coBperit Nihil antem homm do nobis oetondoio pos- 
sunt, (iiferetici). Bellann* do Ck>ncil. ot Eccles. lib. 4. cap. 5b 
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from both, in which tho aouls of belie¥er$ were 
befinre Chriat'0 death; and that thero i$ a purga* 
tory, and a place for the aoula of infants, distiaet 
from heaven and hell; all which we deny. They 
own the merits of Christ, and so do we; but tb^y 
add their own merits, which we deny; and so in 
other points. So that the controversy between U9 
and them is not, whether what we hold is true and 
oW; for that is granted by the papists themselves,* 
as to the essential parts of our religion; but about 
what they have invented, and added to the true re^ 
ligion. All our religion is contained in the Scrip- 
ture, and what is there, we own, and nothing else, 
aa necessary to salvation. The sum of our religion 
is comprehended in the ten commandments, creeds 
and Lord's prayer, which the papists also confesa 
and own. So that our religion is past dispute, and 
is in a manner granted to us. But whether the 
popish doctrines as such, are true and old, is the 
rery eontroveroy between us and them. 

SIXTH ?R0?0SJTI0N. 

The reformation of the church does not consist 
in bringing in new things, but in casting them out, 
and lopping them o^^. It is a gross mistake that in 

** Nota •eounct* ca qtuB lent fin^liciter neoessigrit, apostoliQS 
c^ng^f vine ppombus prsdicftre, -^ DicO| ilia omnia scripta e^a^ 
ab apostolisy que sunt omnibus necessaria, et que ipsi paiam 
om^ibpi T«ilgo pr«9dicav^rHnt. ^aU-d^ Verb. P^i. IJi^. 4. 
cap. 11. 
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12 TfiE, NOVELTY OP POPERT. 

the reformation, in and since Luther's time, tiic 
church has brought in liew doctrines, and. rejected 
the old. On the contrary she has cast away the 
new, and retains the old. Gold and dross were 
mixed together; the jewel of truth was hid under 
the filth of corrupt doctrines. Our reformers kept 
the jewel and the gold, and cast the dross and filth 
away. The reception of the old doctrine, and the 
rejection of the new, is that which constituted the 
reformation. And if the church of Rome would 
own what is in the Scripture, and no more, as ne- 
cessary to salvation, and would cut off the new, 
which they have added to the old, we and they 
should be of the same religion. Our religion was 
perfect and complete before the doctrine and the 
worship of the church of Rome (as it now is) were 
in being. 

SEVENTH PROPOSITION. 

To know which is the old religion and which 
the new, we must keep to the word* of God, as 
the rule and test What is not in the word of 
God, either expressly, or by just, immediate, ne- 
cessary consequence, and yet is made necessary to 
salvation, is certainly a new religion, though it has 
been taught many hundred years. Thus all false 
gods, though long since served and worshipped, are 
called "new gods, that newly came up,*' Deut. 

* Si ad divine traditionis caput, et originem revertamur, ces- 
lat error hamaniia. Cjpr. Epist ad Pomp. 
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THE NOVBLTY OP POPEST. 18 

xxxii. 17. The old religion then must be examined 
by the old rule, the Holy Scriptures; so that to de- 
termine this, we need not run to the canons of the 
church, to the councils of men, to the decrees of the 
pope, or to the writings of the fathers, which are all 
fallible, and of later standing than the word of God. 
When therefore the papists ask us, "Where was 
your religion before Luther?*' we may confidently 
answer, " Where your religion never was, nor will 
be found; and that is, in the Holy Scriptures, which 
were written long before Luther was born, or the 
pope either.'' 
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CHAPTER II. 



Thr second general head in the method pro- 
posed, is to give a parallel of doctrines taught by 
the prophets, Christ, and his apostles; by the pro- 
testants or reformed church; and by the papists or 
the church of Rome. The first shall be laid down 
in the very words of Scripture; the second out of 
the public confessions of faith of the reformed 
churches; and the third out of the writings and de- 
cretals of the popes, councils, cardinals, and other 
doctors approved by the church of Rome. By all 
which, these three things will be made manifest: 
1. That the doctrine of protestants is the same that 
was taught by Christ and his apostles. 2. That 
therefore it was long before Luther. 3. That the 
doctrine of the church of Rome, difiering from, and 
being contrary to the doctrine of Christ and his 
apostles, must be a novelty. 

I. Concerning the Perfection and Sufficiency of 
the Scripture unto Salvation. 

1. The doctrine of the prophets, Christ and the 
apostles concerning this^oint: 

Deut. xii. 32. What thing ^oever I command you, 
observe to do it; thou shalt not add thereto, nor di- 
minish from it Psal. xix. 7. The law of the Lord 
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is perfect^ coQyerting tbe soul. John xx. 31. But 
these are written^ that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Scm of God, and that believing ye 
might have life through his name. Gal. i. 8. But 
though we or an angel from heaven preach any 
other gospel unto you, than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9. As I 
said before, so say I now again, if any man preach 
any other gospel to you, than that ye have re- 
ceived, let him be accursed^ 2 Tim. iii. 15. And 
that from a child thou hast known the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which are able to make thee wise unto salva- 
tion, through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16. All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness; 17. That the man 
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works. Rev. xxii. 18. For I testify unto 
every man that heareth the words of the prophecy 
of this book, if any man shall add unto these things, 
God shall add unto him the plagues that are written 
in this book. 19. And if any man shall take away 
from the words of the book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of the book of life, and 
out of the holy city, and from the things which are 
written in this book. 

2. The doctrine of the reformed churches con- 
cerning the perfection and sufficiency of the Scrip- 
ture unto salvation. 

**The Holy Scripture contains all things necessary 
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for salvation; so that whatsoever is not read therein, 
nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of 
any man, that it should be believed as an article of 
the faith, or be thought requisite and necessary to 
salvation.''* 

" It is not lawful for the church to ordain any 
thing, that is contrary to God's word: — as it ought 
not to decree any thing against the same, so besides 
the same, ought it not to enforce any thing to be 
believed for necessity of salvation."t 

" The whole counsel of God concerning all things 
necessary for his own glory, man's salvation, faith 
and life, is either expressly set down in Scripture, or 
by good and necessary consequence may be deduced 
from Scripture; unto which nothing at any time is 
to be added, whether by new revektions of the 
Spirit, or traditions of men."t 

" The canonical Scripture, or the word of God de- 
livered by the Holy Ghost, and by the prophets and 
apostles propounded to the world, is the most per- 
fect and ancient philosophy, and doth alone perfectly 
contain all piety, all rule of life."§ 

The reformed church in France, thus.|| "Where- 
as the word of God is the sum of all truth, con- 

* Church of England. Artie: 6. t Artie. 20. 

t Assemb. Confession of Faith. 

§ Confessio Helvet. Synta. Confes. p. 67. 

II Quum verbum Dei sit omnis veritatis summa, dompleetens 
quiequid ad eultum Dei et salutem nostram requiritar, neque 
hominibus, neqne ipsis etiam angelis fas esse dicimus quicquam 
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taioin^ whatsoever is requisite to the worship of 
God and our salvation; we affirm that it is not 
lawful for men or angels either to add any thing 
to it, or take away any thing from it, nor to change 
any thing at all therein; from whence it follows, 
that it is not lawful to set, either antiquity, or 
custom, or a multitude, or human wisdom, opi- 
nions, decrees, councils, or visions, or miracles, in 
opposition to divine Scripture; but rather that all 
things ought to be examined and ti*ied according to 
this rule, and what is prescribed therein." 

The Belgic Confession thus.* " We believe that 
the Holy Scripture doth perfectly contain the will of 
God, and that whatsoever is necessary to be be- 
lieved by men, for the obtaining of salvation, is suf- 
ficiently taught therein. For when it is forbidden 
that any should add to it, or take away from it, 
thereby is abundantly demonstrated, that the doc- 
trine thereof is most perfect, and every way com- 
plete.*' 

ei Terbo adjicere, vel detrahere, vel quiequam proraus ia eo im- 
matare. Ex hoc autem efficitur, neque aiitiquitatem» aeque 
oonBuetudines, neque multitudinem, neque hmnanam lapien- 
tiam, neque judicial neque edicta vel decreta ulla, neque con- 
cilia, neque visionei, neque miraeulai Scripture illi diviuiB op- 
ponere licere : sed poUus omnia ad ejus re^^ulam et pnescriptum 
examinari et exigi oportere. Gallic. Confes. in Syntag. Confei 
p. 78. 

* Credimui lacram hanc icripturami Dei voluntatem per- 
fects complectiy et quodcunque ab hominibus, ut salutem con- 
sequantur, credi neceise est, in ill4 sufficienter edoceri: — Quum 
b2 
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The Wittemberg Confession,* "That all dpctrine 
necessary to be known by us in order to true and 
eternal salvation is not contained in the Scripture 
is sooner said than proved/' 

To add no more, by these it is evident that in 
this point the reformed churches not only agree 
among themselves, but also with the prophets and 
apostles, teaching herein the same doctrine that 
Christ and they did, which was the thing to be 
proved. 

3. The doctrine of the papists concerning the 
perfection and sufficiency of the Scripture. 

The Council of Trent declared,! « That the doc- 
trine of the gospel is contained in the written word^ 
and in unwritten traditions, and that they receive 
and honour the unwritten traditions, whether ap- 
pertaining to faith, or manners, with the same re- 

enim vetitum sit^ ne quis Dei verbo quicquam addat, aut detra- 
hat) satis eo ipso deraonstratur, doctrinam illius perfectissimami 
omnibusqne roodis consummatam esse. Belg. Eccles. Confess 
Syntag. p. 131. 

* In h&c Scripture non contineri omnem doctrinanii nobis 
ad^yerara et perpetuam salutem cognitu necessariam, yidetur 
iacilius posse dici^ qukm probari. Wittemb. Confes. Sjntag. p* 
130. 

t Sacrosancta, Tridentina synodus, perspieiens banc yerita- 
tem [eyangelii] et disciplinam contineri in libris scriptis, et 
sine Bcripto traditionibns, omnes libros tarn yeteris quam noyi 
Testamenti, nee non traditiones ipsas, torn ad fidem, turn ad 
mores pertinentes, pari pietatis affectu ac reyerenti/1' suscipit 
tt yeneratur. Concil. Trident Sess. 4. 
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verence and holy affection, as they do all the books 
of the Old and New Testament'* 

The Canon law says,* '* That men do with such 
reverence respect the apostolical seat of Rome, that 
they rather desire to know the ancient institution 
of the Christian religion from the pope's mouth, 
than from the Holy Scripture, and the traditions of 
the fathers; and they only inquire what is ,his 
pleasure, and according to it, they order their life 
and conversation.'' Again,t " that the [pope's] de- 
cretal epistles are to be numbered with canonical 
Scripture." 

Dr. Slandish, in his book against English Bibles, 
says, "Take from them the English damnable 
translations, and let them learn to give as much 
credit, to that which is not expressed, as to that 
which is expressed in the Scripture." 
• Melchior Canus writes,^ " That many things be- 

* £t revera tantA reverently apicem prsBfatsB apostoIicsB sedis 
omnes suspiciunt, at antiquam ChristiansD religionis institu- 
tionem magis ab ore prfficessoris ejus, quani d sacris paginis, 
et paternis traditionibas ezpetant : illius velle, illius nolle tan- 
turn ezplorant, at ad ejus arbitrium suam conversationem et ipsi 
remittant, aut intendant Corp. Jur. Canon. Dist 40. si Papa 
in Annot 

t Inter canonicas Scripturas decretales epistolsB connumeran- 
tur. Corp. Juris. Canon. Dist. 19, cap. 6. 

t Multa pertinere ad Christianorum fidem et doctiinam qusB 
nee apert^i nee obscure, in sacris Uteris continentur. — Sancto- 
rum roartyrum auxilium precibus implorandum, eorumque me- 
morias celobrandas, imagines venerandas esse, in sacrificio 
eucharistie simul cum corpore sanguinem sacerdotibus esse et 
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long to Christian faith and doctrine, which are 
neither plainly nor obscurely contained in Holy 
Scripture.'' And he gives particular instances, 
" That the help of the holy martyrs should be craved 
by prayer, and their memories celebrated, and their 
images worshipped, &c., is not perhaps taught in the 
Holy Scripture, and yet the catholic church as firm- 
ly holds these and many other doctrines as if they 
were written in Holy Scripture." Again he says, 
" There is more eflScacy for the confutation of here- 
tics in tradition, than in Scripture.'' Again, " Al- 
most all disputations with heretics should be re- 
ferred to the traditions received from our fore- 
fathers." 

Cardinal Hosius speaks out, saying,* "The great- 
est part of the gospel is come to us by tradition, 
very little of it is committed to writing." 

This plainly shows that the doctrine of the pa- 
pists in this, is expressly contrary to the doctrine of 

conficiendom, et sumendum, &c., Sacns litere nusquam fort^ 
tradidenint At ejusmodi atque alia pleraqne id genus, ita finni* 
ter ecciesia catholica retinet, ut si sacris codicibus fnissent in- 
scripta : Melch. Can. Loc. Theolog. lib. 3. cap. 3. Adde, quod 
ad confutandos hereticos major vis in traditione, qukm in Scrip- . 
tar& est — Quorsum hiec tarn \ongo sermone repetita? Nempe 
ut intelligasy non modo adversum hsBreticos plus habere tradi- 
tionem, qu^m Scripturaro virium, sed etiam omnem ferm^ cum 
hnreticis disputationem ad traditiones k majoribus acceptas esse 
referendam: Ibid. 

* Muh^ue maxima pars evangelii pervenit ad nos traditione, 
perexigua Uteris est mandata. Hosius Confes. Hd. Cathol. cap. 
9^. pag. 133. fol. 
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the prophets, Christ, and his aposUes, and that the 
doctrine of the protestants is the very same with the 
doctrine of Christ and the apostles. Let the reader 
compare them together, and he will see the agree- 
ment of the one, and the contrariety of the other, to 
the doctrine of Scripture, and conclude that the doc- 
trine of the reformed church is the old and true, but 
the doctrine of the church of Rome, is both new 
and false doctrine; and that what the Rhemists on 
Gal. i. 8, say, ^^ It is great pity and shame that so 
many follow Luther and Calvin, and such other 
lewd fellows into a new gospel ;'' is more true oij 
and better applied to the followers of the popish 
doctors, or of the Rhemists themselves; who on Z 
Tim. iii. 16, say, "The heretics upon this com- 
mendation of Holy Scriptures, pretend (very sim- 
ply in good sooth) that therefore nothing is neees* 
sary to justice and salvation but the Scriptures.^' 
And on John xxi. 25. " Few things are written of 
Christ's acts and doctrine in comparison of that 
which he did and spake, and yet the heretics will 
needs have all in Scripture.'' Whereas the evan- 
gelist does not say that any thing is omitted of his 
doctrine, but of his acts. For though he spoke 
more words than are expressed, yet all the doctrines 
that he uttered in those words, are contained in the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testament. The 
apostles preached nothing but that which was con- 
tained in the Scriptures, Acts xvii. 11. and xxvi. 
22. Rom. i. 2. Fulke in Loc. 
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II. Of Reading the Scripture, 
1. The doctrine o£ the prophets, Christ, and his 
apostlea concerning tibe eommoa i^o^s reading 
and knowiing the Scripture. 

Dettt xxxi. 12. ^^ Gather the people together, 
men, and women, and children, and thy stranger 
that is within thy gates, that they may hear, and 
that they may learn and fear the Lord your God, 
.and observe to do all the words of this law. 13* 
Aad that their children which have not known any 
thing, may hear and learn to fear the Lord your 
G<k1, as long as ye live in the land.'' Josh. viii» 
95. ^ There wa9 not a word of all that Moses com- 
BHUided, which Jo^tua read not before all the con- 
gregation of Israel, with the women and the little 
ernes, and the strangers that were conversant among 
them." Psa. i. 2. ^ His delight is in the law of the 
Lord, and in his law doth he meditate day and 
night" Acts viii. 28. — ^ Was returning and sitting 
in his chariot, read Isaias the prophet" John v. 
39. "Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think 
ye have eternal life, and they are they which testify 
of me." Acts xvii. 11. "And these were more 
noble than those in Thessalonica, in* that they re- 
ceived the word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things 
were so." Ephes. iii. 4. " Whereby when ye read 
ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery 
of Christ." Col. iii. 16. "Let the word of God 
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dwell in you rioWy in all wisdom.^' 1 Thes. v. 27. 
^^ 1 45haFge you by 'the Lord that thif epistle be read 
untojall the holy brethren/' 2 Tim. iiL 15. ^< And 
that horn, a ehild thou hast known the Holy Scrip- 
tures.'' Rev^. i. 3. ^^ Blessed is he that readeth and 
they that hear the words of this prophecy , and keep 
those things that are written therein." 

2. The doctrine of the protestants and Teformed 
churches concerning the people's reading and know*- 
ing the Scriptures. 

^^ Because the original tongues are not known te 
all the people of God, who have a right to^ and in- 
t^est in, the Scriptures, and are commanded in the 
fear of God to read and search them, therefore they 
are to be translated. All sorts of people ane hvund 
to read it [the word of God] apart by themselves, 
and with their families." " It is lawful for all men 
privately at home to read the Holy Scriptures, and 
by instructions to edify one another in the true re- 
ligion."* 

3. The doctrine of the papists concerning the 
people's having, or reading the Scripture. 

** Whereas experience teaches, that if the Bible 
be everywhere without difference, permitted in the 
vulgar tongue, through men's unadvisedness, more 
hurt than good arises thereby, in this point let the 
judgment of the bishop, or inquisitor be followed; 

* Onmibus sacras literas privatim legere domi, et instniendo 
edifieare matuam in vera^ religione liceat. Confes. Helvet. 
cap. 22. 
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that with the advice of the parish priest, or confes- 
sor, they may grant the reading of the Bible, trans- 
lated by catholic authors, in the vulgar language, to 
such as they shall understand, can take no hurt by 
such reading, but increase of faith and godliness. 
Which license let them have in writing. And if 
any presume without such license either to read or 
have it, unless they first deliver up their Bibles to 
the ordinary, they cannot have the pardon of their 
sins. And the booksellers, that without such license, 
«hall sell, or any way afibrd Bibles in the vulgar 
language, shall forfeit the price of the books, to be 
converted by the bishop to j)ious uses, and be liable 
to such other penalties according to the quality of 
the^ence, as the bishop shall think meef * 
Though it is not agreeable to the doctrine of 

* Cum experimento manifestum sit, si sacra Biblia vulgari 
lingud. passim sine discrimine permittantur, plus inde, ob homi- 
num temeritatem, detrimenti, quam utilitatis oriri, hac in parte 
judicio episcopi, aut inquisitoris stetur, ut cum consilio parochi, 
vol confessorii, Bibliorum, k catholicis auctoribus versorum) lee- 
tionem in vulgari lingud eis concedere possint, quos intelleze- 
rint, ex hujusmodi lectione non damnum, sed fidei atque pietatis 
augmentum capere posse, quam facultatem in Scriptis habeant. 
Qui autem absque tali faeultate ea legere, aut habere, prssump- 
'serint, nisi prius Bibliis ordinario redditis, peccatornm absolu- 
tidnem percipere non possint Bibliopolse yer6, qui praBdiet&m 
facultatem non habenti, Biblia idiomate vulgari conscripta yen- 
diderint, vel alio quovis modo concesserint, librorum pretium, 
in usus pios ab episcppo convertendum, amittant, aliisque pcsnis 
pro delicti qualitate ejusdem episcopi arbitrio subjaceant ladez. 
Lib. prohib. Regul. 4. 
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Christ and his apostles, that men must not read the 
Scripture without a license from men, for so what is 
strictly commanded by God, would be at the plea- 
sure of others, whether God be obeyed or no; and 
some liberty by pope Pius IV. seems to be granted 
for the reading of the Bible, to whom they please, 
yet it is taken away fully by pope Clement VIII., 
in his observation on the before alleged rule, in these 
words: 

" It is to be observed concerning this rule of Pius 
IV.,* that by this impression and edition, no new 
power is granted to bishops, or inquisitors, or supe- 
riors, to license the buying, reading, or keeping the 
Bible in the vulgar tongue, seeing, hitherto, by the 
command and practice of the holy Roman and uni- 
versal inquisition, the power of granting such licen- 
ses, to read or keep Bibles in the vulgar language, 
or any parts of the Holy Scripture, as well of the 
New as of the Old Testament, or any sums or his- 

* Aniinadvertenclum est circa supra scriptam quartam regu- 
lam indicis Pii paps IV. nuUam per hano impressionem et edi- 
tionem de novo tribui facultatem episcopis, vel inquisitoribus, 
aut regularium superioribus, concedendi licentiam emendi, le- 
gend! , aut retinendi Biblia Tolgari liDgu^ edita, cum haetenu 
mandate et usu sancte Romanie et universalis inquisitionis sub* 
lata eis fuerit facultas concedendi hujusmodi licentias legendi, 
vel retinendi Biblia vulgaria, aut alias Sacrs ScriptursB tarn 
novi, quam veteris Testamenti partes quavis vulgari lingu& edi- 
tas: ac insuper summaria et compendia etiam historica eorun- 
dem Bibliortpn, seu librorum Sacrae Scripturie, quocunque vul- 
gari idiomate conscripta: quod quidem inviolate servandum est. 
Ind. Lib. Prohib. Observat Circa Reg. 4. 
C 



Digitized 



by Google 



26 THB NOVBLTT OF POPBRY. 

torical abridgments pf the same, in any vulgar Ian-» 
guage, has been taken from them;, which inviolably 
is to be observed,^' 

> Cardinal Bellarmin/ to the same purpose, teaches, 
^^ That the people would get not only no good, but 
much hurt from the Scriptures; for they would 
easily take occasion of erring, both in doctrines of 
faith, and in precepts concerning life and manners." 

Peresius (quoted by Dr. White',) saith, " Shall no 
bounds be .set to popular, rude, and carnal men? 
Shall old men, before they have put off the filth of 
their mind, and young men that yet speak like chil- 
dren, be admitted to read the Scripture? I suppose 
verily, (and my opinion fails me not,) this ordi- 
nance under the pretence of piety, was invented by 
the devil.'* 

The Rhemist translators, in their preface, write 
in these words: " Which translation we do not pub- 
lish upon erroneous opinion of necessity, that the 
Holy Scriptures should always be in our mother 
tongue, or that they ought, or were ordained of God 
to be read indifferently of all ; or that we generally 
and absolutely deemed it more convenient in itself, 
and more agreeable to God's word and honour, or 
edification of the faith, to have them turned into 
vulgar tongues, than to be kept and studied only in 

* Populos non solum non caperet fructum ex Scripturis, sed 
etiam caperet detrimentam : acciperet enim facillim^ occasionem 
errandiy turn in doctrinA fidei, turn in preceptis vite et mornm. 
BeUar. de Verb. Dei. lib. 2. cap. 15. 
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the ecclesiastical learned languages. The wise will 
tiot regard -what some wilful people do muiter, that 
the Scriptures are made for all men; and that it is 
of envy, that the priests do keep the holy book 
from them: which suggestion cometh of the same 
serpent that seduced our first parents, who persuaded 
them that God had forbidden them that tree of know- 
ledge, lest they should be as cunning as himself, and 
like unto the Highest. No, no, the church doth it 
to keep them from blind ignorant presumption, and 
from that which the Apostle calls < knowledge, 
falsely so called,' and not to bar them from the 
true knowledge of Christ She knoweth how to 
do it without casting the holy to dogs, or pearls to 
hogs." 

Bravely saidl O the excellent art of the mother 
church, that by keeping her sons and daughters 
ignorant of the word of Ood (the means of know- 
ledge), keeps them from blindness and ignorance! 
Who ever thought, that, to keep people in ignorance, 
was the way to keep them from it ? What a pretty 
conceit is this, that they bar the people from know- 
ing the Scripture, and yet do not bar them from the 
knowledge of Christ ? When Christ bids us search 
the Scriptures, for they are they that testify of him. 

III. Of Religious Worship in a known Tongue. 

1. The doctrine of the Scripture concerning this 
point: 

1 Corinthians xiv. 2. <^ He that speaketh in an 
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AinkQOwn tongue, sp^9keti\ not to men^ but to Crod, 
for no man uaderataodeth him; howbeit, ki the 
spirit, he speaketh mysteries." Read v^. 3 — 6. 
9. "So likewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue 
words easy to be understood, how shall it be known 
what is spoken? for ye shall speak unto the air.'' 
V. 11. "If I know not the meaning of the voice, I 
shall be to him that speaketh a barbarian, and he that 
speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me." 14. ^^ For 
if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, 
but my understanding is unfruitfuL^^ 16. "Else 
when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he 
that occupieth the room of the unlearned, say Ameo, 
at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not 
what thou say est." 18. "I thank my God I speak 
with tongues more than you all." 19. " Yet in the 
church, I had rather speak five words with my 
understanding, that by my voice I might teach 
others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown 
tongue." Read also ver. 22 — 28. 

2. The doctrine of the reformed churches, con- 
cerning religious worship in a known tongue. 

" It is a thing plainly repugnant to the word of 
God, and the custom of the primitive church, to have 
public prayer in the church, or to minister sacra- 
ments, in a tongue not understood by the people."* 

" Because the original tongues are not known to 
all the people, who have right unto, and interest in 

* Chufeh of England, Artie. 84. 
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the Scriptures^ and are commanded in the fear of 
God to read and s^u'ch them; therefore they are to 
be translated into the vulgar language of every na- 
tion unto which they come^ that the word of God 
dwelling plentifully in all, they might worship him 
in an acceptable manner/'* 

^^ Let all things in the church be done decently 
and in order; finally let^all things be done to edifi- 
cation; therefore let all strange tongues keep silence 
in the holy assemblies; let all things be uttered in 
the vulgar tongue, which is understood of all men 
in the company."! 

" Contrary to the express command of the Holy 
Ghost, in it, (the catholic church) all things are said 
and sung in a language which the people do not un- 
derstand/' t 

" What^hath been already said concerning the use 
of a language known to the common people, is to be 
understood not only in singing of psalms, but also 
of all the parts of the ecclesiastical ministry ; for as 
sermons and prayers ought to be in a tongue known 
unto the church, so also should the sacraments be 
dispensed in a known language; for though it be 

* Assemb. Confes. 

t Omnia decenter et ordine fiant in ecclesia, omnia denique 
fiant ad sdificationem, taceant ergo omnes peregrinse lingusB in 
c<Btiba8 sacris: omnia proponantur lingud yulgari, quoe eo in 
loco ab hominibuB in co^tu intelligatur. Confes. Helvet. cap. UI2. 

t Contra expressum spiritus sancU praBceptui^i, in ek omnia di- 
cantor et canuntur lingu^, quam populus non intelligit Con- 
fes. Argentinens. cap. 21. 

C2 
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lawful &r tbe sake of tfae learned BometiiiMtfi to use 
a atrange toBgue^ yet the coDseot of the UDiversal 
ehureh requires [proves this] that the necessary ser- 
vices of the church should be done in the mother 
tongue/'* 

^^ Our [ministers] use all diligent endeavours that 
they may teach in the church and preach the word 
of the gospel, without mixture of human traditions; 
wherefore they read the very gospels and other 
Scriptures in the churches in the vuFgar tongue, 
and afterwards interpret them to the people/'t 

3. The doctrine of the papists concerning public 
religious worship in a known tongue. 

^^.Although the mass contains much instruction of 
the people, yet the fathers thought it ]:iot expedient 
that it should be, every where celebrated in the vul- 
gar tongue/'J 

* Quod jam dictum est de usu linguae vulgo notse, intelli- 
gendum est non tantum de cantu psalmorum, sed etiam de om- 
nibus partibus ecclesiastici ministerii. Sicut enim conciones 
et preoationes Unguk ecclesisB noti habendee sunt, ita et eacn- 
menta noto sermone dispensanda sunt £tBi enim licebit aliquo- 
ties peregrin^ lingu& propter studiosos uti, tamen consensus 
catholics ecclesis hoc exigit, ut necessaria ministeria ec- 
clesisB fiant sermone vernaculo. Confes. Wittemb. de horis 
Canon. 

t Nostri omnem operara nayant, ut verbum evangelii, imper- 
mixtum humanis traditionibus in eoclesia doceant ac predi- 
cent ; proinde ipsa evangelia, nee non alias Soriptaras, lingud 
Tulgari in templis legunt ', ao ita demum populo interpretantur. 
Confes. Bohemic. artic. 10. 

t Etsi missa magnam contineat populi fidelifl eruditionera: 
non tamen ezpedire visum est patribiis, nt valgari pasfim lin. 
gu& celebraretur. Concil, Tradent Sea, 33, 
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has been the fruit of this, that divine service ia per^ 
farmed io many places, traoslated into the mother 
tongue. So far jErom piety being increased, it is 
much diminished thereby.'^* 

The Rhemist divines on 1 Cor. 14, say: " We 
do not doubt but it is acceptable to God, and avail- 
able in all necessities, and more agreeable to the use 
of all Christian people ever since their conversion, 
to pray in Latin, than in the vulgar, thou^ every 
one in particular understands not what he saith: so 
it is plain that such pray with as great consolation 
of spirit, with as little tediousness, with as great 
devotion and affection, and sometimes more than 
the other, [such of their own church as learn their 
paternoster in their vulgar tongue,] and always 
more than any schismatic or heretic [protestant] 
in his own language. There is a reverence and 
majesty in the church's tongue dedicated in our 
Saviour's cross, which giveth more force and value 
to them [prayers] said in the church's obedience, 
than to others. The special use of them [prayers] 
is to offer our hearts' desires and wants to God, and 
to show that we hang on him in all things, and this 
every catholic doth for his condition, whether he 

* Experientii magistr^ didicimus quid fructus ea res attule- 
rit, quod in plerisque locis officia divina, in linguam vernaca- 
lam ad verbum translata decantentur. Tantum abest^ ut ac« 
cesserit ad pietatem aliquid plus, ut etiam diminutum esae 
Tideator. Hosius de Sacro vexiuioul^ legendo* 
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understand the words of his prayer or not. It is 
enough that they can tell this holy orison to be ap- 
pointed to us, to call upon God in all our desires; 
more than this is not necessary;. and the translation 
of such holy things often breedeth manifold danger 
and irreverence in the vulgar (as to think God is 
the author of sin, when they read, Lead us not into 
temptation) and seldom any edification at all. To 
conclude, for praying either publicly or privately 
in Latin, which is the common sacred tongue of the 
greatest part of the Christian world, this is thought 
by the wisest and godliest to be most expedient, 
and is certainly seen to be nothing repugnant to St 
Paul." 

Reader, view over again 1 Cor. 14, and wonder 
at this popish insolence, to say, ^^ this is nothing re- 
pugnant to St Paul.'' 

IV. Of the Authority of the Scripture, 

1. The doctrine of the apostles concerning the 
authority of the Scripture, that it does not depend 
upon the testimony of men. 

2 Pet i. 19. "We have also a more sure word 
of prophecy, whereunto ye do well that ye take 
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place." 
21. "Holy men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost" 2 Tim. iii. 16. " All Scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God." 1 John v. 
9. " If we receive the witness of men, the witness 
of God is greater." 1 Thes. ii. 13. "Ye received 
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Ae word af God which ye beard «f us, — ^net as the 
ward of men, but as it is in truth the word of God.^' 

2. The doctrine of the proteslants, or reformed 
<2hurcbes concerning the authority of the Scripture* 

" The authority of Holy Scripture, for which it 
ought to be believed and obeyed, dependeth not 
upon the testimony of aoy noan or church, but whoJ- 
Jy upon God (who is truth itself) the author there^ 
of; and therefore it is to be received because it is 
the word of God/^* 

" We believe without wavering all things which 
are contained in the Scriptures, not so much because 
the church allows and receives them for canonical, 
as because the Holy Ghost bears witness to our con- 
sciences that they come from God, whereof they 
have proof in themselves/^t 

" We believe and confess that the canonical Scrip- 
tures of the prophets and apostles, of the Old and 
New Testament^ are the true word of God, and have 
sufficient authority from themselves, and not from 
men; for God himself spake unto the fathers, pro- 
phets and apostles, and yet speaks unto us by the 
Holy Scriptures/^t 

* Assemb. Confess, 

t Omnia quee oanonicis libris eontinentur, absque omni da- 
bitttUone oredimiw; idqne non tarn, quod ecciesia eos pro hujus- 
modi recipiat et approbet, quam imprimis quod spiritus sanctus 
in eordibus nostris testetur k Deo perieotos esse, compioba- 
tionemque ejus in seipsis habeant. Confess. Bel;, artic. 5. 

t Credimus et oonfitemur 6criptnras canonicas sanctorum 
proplietarnm et apostolorum utriusque testamenti ipsum verwn 
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** We aeknawledge these books to be caDonioal, 
that is, we receive them as the rule of our faith, 
and that not only from the common consent of the 
church, but much Ather from the testimony and in- 
ward persuasion of the Holy Spirit"* 

" As we believe and confess that the word of God 
sufficiently instructs^ and makes the man of God 
perfect; so we affirm and freely profess, that its au- 
thority is from God, and does not depend upon men 
or angels. We therefore assert, that they who say, 
the Scripture has no other authority but what it re- 
ceives from the church, are blasphemers against 
God, and wrong the true church, which always 
hears and obeys the voice of her bridegroom and 
pastor, but never challenges to herself a power to be 
the mistress over it/^t 

esse verbum Dei : et authoritatem sufficientem ex semetipsis, 
non ex hominibus habere. Nam deus ipse loquutus est patri- 
huBf prophetis et apostolis, et loquitur adhuc nobis per Scrip- 
turas sanctas. Confess. Helvet cap. 1. 

* Hos libros agnoscimus esse canonicos, id est, ut fidei nos- 
trsB normam et regulam habemus ; idque non tantum ex com- 
muni ecclesiffi consensu, sed etiam multo magis ex testimonio, 
et intrinsecd spiritCbi sancti persuasione. Confess. Gallic, art 4. 

f Sicut credimus et confitemur Scripturas Dei sufficienter in- 
«truere, et hominem Dei perfectum reddere, ita ejus authorita- 
tem k Deo esse, et nee ab homine vel angelo pendere affirmamus 
et profitemur. Asserimus itaque quod qui dicunt Soripturam 
non aUam habere authoritatem, sed earn quam ab ecclesia ac- 
cepit| sunt in Deum blasphemi, et verse ecclesiie injuriam facinnt, 
qu8B semper audit, et yoci sponsi et pastoris f ui obsequitur, nun* 
quam autem magistram agere sibi arrogat Confestt Scotican. 
art 19. 
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" Forasmuch as the Holy Scriptures were given 
and inspired by God himself, for this cause especi- 
ally, that they might be understood of all, they are 
read in our churches in the vulgar tongue/^* 

3. The doctrine of the papists concerning the au- 
thority of the Scripture. 

Cardinal Hosius, president in the council of Trent, 
says, " To ask, whether more credit should be given 
to the Scripture or the church ? is to ask, whether 
more credit should be given to the Holy Ghost, 
speaking by the mouth of the church, or to the 
Holy Ghost speaking in the Scripture by the writ- 
ings of the prophets and apostles. The church is 
to be believed without the authority of the Scrip- 
tures. If authority be not granted to the testimony 
of the chuf ch, the writings of the evangelists would 
be of no authority.^'t 

Hermanus speaks most contemptuously of the 
Holy Scriptures inspired by the glorious God, say- 
ing, " When the authority of the church leaves the 
Scriptures, they then are of no more account than 
jEsop's Fables." 

Pighius treads in the steps of the rest, concluding, 

* Quod k Deo ipso, sacree ScHptttrsB traditsB et inspiratsBi 
hancque ob causam potissiiniltm, ut ab omnibus intelligantur, eas 
ecclesiis nostris, lingu& vulgari, [nostri omnes] legunt et reci- 
fant. Coufess. Bohemic. art. 1. 

t Creditum est ecclesis sine omni Scriptnrarum pnesidio. 
Testimonio ecclesiie si non sua tribuetur autoritas, nulla erit 
eorum, qu» soripta sunt ab eyangelistisy autoritas. Hosius Con- 
fess. Fid. Cath. cap. 15. 
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*^ThMt aH th« auttiority which the Scripture has 
witii us, depends of necessity on the church/'* 

And so dofes Canus, asserting, " That we are not 
bound to take the Scriptures for Scripture without 
the authority of the chtirch."t And so do many 
more, whose sayings we have not room to insert. 

V. 0/ the Jtuige of Controversies and Expound- 
ing Scriptures. 

1. The doctrine of Christ and his apostles con- 
cerning the judge of controversies and expounding 
Scriptures. 

Mat. xxii. 29, 31, 32. "Jesus answered and said 
unto them (in the controversy about the resurrec- 
tion) ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the 
power of God. But as touching the resurrection 
oi the dead, have ye not READ that which was 
^oken unto you by God, saying, I am the God of 
Abraham," &c. Acts xviii. 28. " For he mightily 
convinced the Jews, and that publicly, showing by 
the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ'* Acts 
xvii. 2, 3. " And Paul, as his manner was, went in 
unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with 
them out of the Scriptures, opening and alleging that 
Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again 
from the dead, and that this Jesus whom I preach 



* Pigh. de Hierar. Lib. 1. cap. 2. 

t Melch. Canus. Loc. Com. lib. 2. cap. 6. 
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unto you is the Christ" See Acts xxvi. 22, and 
xiii. 33. 

The apostle teaches that the Scripture must not 
be expounded according to any private interpreta- 
tion, 1 Pet. i. 20; and such is any exposition that is 
not according to the analogy of faith, which must 
be carefully heeded in Scripture interpretation, ac- 
cording to the apostle's doctrine, Rom. xii. 6. 

2. Ther doctrine of the protestants and reformed 
churches concerning the judge of controversies and 
expounding Scripture. 

" The Supreme Judge by which all controversies 
of religion are to be determined, and all decrees of 
councils, opinions of ancient writers, doctrines of 
men and private spirits are to be examined, and in^ 
whose sentence we are to rest, can be no other but 
the Holy Spirit speaking in the Scripture.'^* 

" We hold no other judge in matters of faith than 
God himself, declaring by the Holy Scriptures ,what 
is true, and what is false; what ought to be em- 
braced, and what to be avoided."! 

" The infallible rule of interpretation of Scrip- 
ture is the Scripture itself, and tberefore when there 
is a question about the true and full sense of any 
Scripture, it must be searched and known by other 
places of Scripture that speak more clearly."f 

*^ We acknowledge that interpretation of Scrip- 

* Assemb. Confess. 

t Confess. Helvet. cap. 2. 

t Assemb. Confess. 

D 
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tore only to be orthodox and genuine, which is 
fetched from the Scriptures themselves."^ So other 
churches in their confession8.t 

3. The doctrine of the papists concerning the 
judge of controversies and expounding Scripture. 

The council of Trent decreed, " That none should 
interpret the Holy Scripture contrary to the mean- 
ing which the holy mother-church (to whom it be- 
tongs to judge of the true sense and interpretation 
of Scripture) has held and does hold4 

" Forasmuch as the holy church of Rome is set 
up to the whole world for a glass or example, what- 
soever she determines or ordains, ought by all per- 
petually and invincibly to be observed.' '§ So their 
canon law. 

Others of them to the same purpose: " All power 
to interpret Scripture, and reveal the hidden myste* 
ries of our religion, is given from heaven to the 
popes and their councils. We are bound to stand to 
the judgment of the pope, rather than to the judg- 
ment of all the world besides.'' 

" We do constantly avouch all the popes that are 
rightly elected to be Christ's vicars; and to have 

* Confess. Scotican. art. 18. de notis Ecclesie. 

t Confess. Helyot. cap. 3. Confess. Wittemberj^. de Sacra 
Scriptura, et de Ecclesia. 

t Nemo Sacras Scripturas contra eum sensum, quern tenuit, 
et tenet sancta mater ecelesia, cujus est judicare de vero sensa 
et interpretatione Scripturanim sanctarum — interpretari andeat. 
Concil. Trid. Ses. 4. 

§ Corpus jur. Can. Dist 19. c. enimvero. 
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the bigbeat power in the cath(dk^ church, and that 
we are bound to obey him in all things pertaining 
to faith and religion. All catholic men must necea* 
sarily submit their judgment and opinions, either in 
expounding the Scripture, or otherwise, to the cen- 
sure of the apostolic seat; and God has bound his 
church to hear the chief pastor in all points/' [Thus 
Andradius, Alvarus Pelagius, Simancha.] 

Bellarmin sticks so close to the judgment of the 
pope, that he might as well say, That if the pope 
say that black is white, or white black, that dark- 
ness is light, or that light is darkness, we must be- 
lieve it, because his infallible holiness says it, as say 
what he does in these words; " If the pope should 
err in commanding vices and forbidding virtues, the 
church would be bound to believe, that vices are 
good, and virtues evil, unless she would sin against 
conscience.'^* 

Is not this a notable saying, spoken like a cardi- 
nal? 

Stapleton, advancing the judgment of the church, 
speaks resolvedly; "I have said, and do say, that 
Scripture, in itself, is not so much the rule of faith, 
as the faith of the church is the rule of Scripture.^'t 

And Gregory of Valence puts in his saying for 

* To prove the pope cannot err, he uses this argument. Si 
autem papa erraret prsecipiendo yitia, prohibendo virtutes, te- 
neretur ecclesia credere vitia esse bona, et virtutes malas, nisi 
vellet contra conscientiam peccare. — Bell, de Pont. lib. 4. cap. 5. 

t Staplet. de Autorit. Scrip, lib. 2. cap. 11. 
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the pope's judgment ^^ In the Roman bbhop resides 
that full authority of the church, when he pleases to 
determine matters of faith^ whether he does it with 
a council, or without"* 

Yea, the canon law sets him up for such an un- 
controllable judge, " that if the pope, by his negli- 
gence or remissness in his work, be found unpro- 
fitable to himself or others; or if he should draw 
with him innumerable souls by heaps or troops to 
hell, yet might no mortal man be so bold or pre- 
sumptuous as to reprove him, because he is the 
judge of all, to be judged by none/'t 

VI. Of the Head of the Universal Church, 
1. The doctrine of Christ and his apostles, con- 
cerning the head of the universal church. 

Matt xxiii. 8. " But be not ye called rabbi, for 
one is your master, even Christ, and all ye are 
brethren.'* Ephesians i. 22, 23. <^ And hath put all 
things under his feet, and gave him to be the head 
over all things to the church, which is his body, the 
fulness of him that filleth all in all." Ephes. v. 23. 
^* Christ is the head of the church, and he is the 
saviour of the body." Col. i. 18. " And he (Christ) 
is the head of the body, the church." 1 Cor. xii. 28. 
" And God hath set some in the church, first apos- 
tles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers," &c. 



* Gregor. de Valent Analjs. fidei, lib. 8. c. 1. 
t Corpus Juris Can. Distinct. 40. Si Papa, ^bc. 
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Ephes. iv. 11. ^^ And he gave some apoflties^ and 
flfune pastors and teachers.'^ 

Reader, observe, in these places where the apostle 
gives an enumeration of church officers, there is no 
mention of a vicar of Christ, or of any mortal man 
being the head under Christ, of all the churches of 
Christ in the world ; and is it likely that he would 
have omitted the chiefest and most principal officer, 
that is essential to the church, if there had been any 
such? I can find several officers mentioned, but no 
universal (though secondary) head. I do not find 
a pope mentioned in the apostle's catalogue, either 
expressly or reductively ; not exjwessly, that is plain; 
not reductively, for to which of these should he be 
reduced ? To the prophets ? let me hear his prophe- 
cies, and when any of them have been fulfilled. 
Besides, I know not that he pretends to it To be an 
apostle ? Apostles went up and down to preach the 
gospel, and were not fixed to any particular state, 
which is not the case of the bishop of Rome. To 
the number of teachers, and pastors? This is below 
the pope to be ranked amongst such, for he is the 
pastor of pastors. Besides, in the catalogue, there 
are many pastors, but I see not one to be the chief 
and head of all the rest, and of the whole universal 
church. 

2. The doctrine of the protestants, or reformed 
churches, concerning the head of the universal 
church. 

" There is no other head of the church, but the 
d2 
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Lord Jesus Christ, nor can the pope of Rome, in any 
sense, be head thereof. All true pastes, in what 
place soever they are placed, have the same and equal 
authority among themselves, given to them under 
Jesus Christ, the only head, and the chief, and alone 
universal bishop* And therefore, it is not lawful 
for any church to challenge to itself, dominion or 
sovereignty over any other church. The bishop of 
Rome has no more jurisdiction over the church of 
Crod, than the rest of the patriardbs, either of Alex- 
andria or Antioch have.*' 

To this doctrine,* subscribe the churches of Hel- 
vetia, Scotland, Belgia, Wittemberg, Bohemia, &c. 

3. The doctrine of the papists, concerning the 
head of the church. 

"The canon law makes the church of Rome 
higher than all others by the head, a£Brming the 
church of Rome to be the head and prince of all 
nations; the mother of faith; that it had this head- 
ship not froiH the apostles, but from the Lord him- 
self, and has the eminency of power over the uni- 
versal church, and the whole flock of Christian 
peo{de; the hinge and head of all churches; as the 
door turns upon the hinges, so all churches by God's 
appointment, are governed by the authority of this 
, holy seat; the first of all other seats, without spot 
or blemish, or any such thing. The mistress of all 

* Confess. Helvet. cap. 17. Confess. Scoticana art. 16, de Ec- 
clesia. Confessio Belgic. art. 29n Confess. Wittemb. de sammo 
Pontifice. Confess. Bohemic. art. 8. 
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other churches, a glass and spectacle to all men, 
to be followed in all things which she appoints; 
against which church of Rome, whosoever speaks 
any evil, or endeavours to take away her privilege^ 
is forthwith a heretic; and whoso shall refuse obe- 
dience to the apostolic seat, is an idolater, a witch, 
and pagan/'* 

Reader, these are high and swelling words. 

The Roman Catechismt propounds the question, 
^* What are we to think of the bishop of Rome?'' 
and answers, ^Hhe account and unanimous opinion of 
all the fathers, concerning him was, that this visible 
head was necessary to the constituting and preserv- 
ing of the unity of the church." 

Bellarmin lays down this assertion: ^^The pope 
is immediately appointed by Christ, the pastor and 
head, not only of all particular churches, but also of 
the whole universal church taken together.*'^ 

VII. Of Infallibility. 

1. The doctrine of the apostles, concerning the 
fallibility of churches and pastors. 

1 Cor. xiii. 12. " For now we see through a glass 
darkly. Now I know but in part" Gal ii. 11, 

* Corpus Juris Can. Decret. part. 2. q. 7. cap. Beati. distinct. 
22. c. Romana ecclesia csterarum primatum habet. et glos. dis- 
tinct. 22. c. Non. et glos. Sacrosancta. distin. 21. c. quamvis. 
ibid. c. denique; distinct 19. c. eniniYero. distin. 22. c. omnes. 
distin. 81. P. Greg. 7. c. si qui. 

t Catechis, Trident, in Expos. Symb. Apost. 

X Bellarm. de Concil. Autorit. lib. 2. cap. 15. 
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<< But when I came to Antioch I withstood him 
(Peter, the pope's pretended predecessor) because 
he was to be blamed/^ (and yet his successor must 
not be blamed, though through his negligence he 
should draw many to hell, as before is shown.) 
Ver. 12. ^^ For before that certain came from James, 
he (Peter) did eat with the Gentiles; but when they 
were come, he withdrew, and separated himself, fear- 
ing them which were of the circumcision.'* V. 14. 
** But when I saw that they walked not uprightly 
according to the truth of the gospel, 1 said unto 
Peter before them all,'' &c. Let the reader ob- 
serve that the successor so called, claims a greats 
privilege than his supposed predecessor had, for 
Peter erred, but the pope (forsooth) cannot Rom. 
xi. 18 — ^21, turn to it Ver. 22. "Behold there- 
for the goodness and severity of God ; on them (the 
church of the Jews) which fell severity; but to- 
wards thee (the gentile and church of Rome amongst 
them) goodness, if thou continue in his goodness; 
(as she hath not) otherwise thou shalt be cut off." 
(Where then is her infallibility ?) Revel, xviii. 2. 
" Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become 
the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul 
spirit, (and yet boasts she is without spot) and a 
cagjB of every unclean and hurtful bird;" (and yet 
is the holy mother church.) Read also in the second 
and third chapters of the Revelation, what is said of 
the seven churches; and then look for good proof 
that infallibility is settled by Christ upon the church 
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of Rome, above all other churches, before you be- 
lieve any such privilege to be granted to it 

2. The doctrine of the protestants and reformed 
diurches concerning the fallibility of churches. 

^^ As the churches of Jerusalem, Aleicandria, and 
Antioch have erred; so also the church of Rome 
hath erred ; not only in their living and manner of 
ceremonies, but also in matters of faith.* When 
general councils are gathered together (forasmuch 
as they are an assembly of men, whereof all are not . 
governed with the Spirit and word of God) they 
may err, and sometime have erred, even in things 
pertaining unto God.'^t Hereunto agree many other 
churches in their confessions4 

3. The doctrine of the papists concerning infalli- 
bility of the church. 

They teach that " the visible church whose rec- 
tor is the pope of Rome, never has erred, never can 
err.''§ 

Bellarmin affirms,|| *^1. That the pope, when he 
teaches the whole church, can in no case err in 
things appertaining to faith." *^2. Not only the 
pope of Rome, but the particular church of Rome 



♦ Church of Engl. art. 19. 

t Art. 21. 

t Confes. Helvet. de Ecdesiav Confes. Saxon, de Eccles. 
Confes. Wittemberg de Conciliis. 

§ Catechis. Trident, in Expos. Symb. Apost. de Eccles. q. 
15. Test. Rheroist Annot. on 1 Tim. i. 15, et Ephes. y. 24. 

II BeU. de Rom. Pontif. lib. 4. cap. 3. 
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oa&Bot err in £uth."'^ ^^ 3. The pope of Rome 
cannot err, not onl j in decrees of £uth, but also not 
in preeeptB of manoera, which are prescribed to the 
whole church, and are necessary to salvation, or in 
those things which in tiientselves are good or eriL'^t 
^^ 4. It is probably and piously to be believed, that 
the pope not only as pope, cannot err, but aa a par« 
tkttlar person cannot be a heretic, by pertinacious** 
ly believing any thing that is false, contrary to the 
faith.":t (This is a foul mistake, for several popes 
have been heretics in the judgments of some of 
their popes, so that some of them must needs err; 
either some of them in being heretics, or others of 
them in saying they were, if they were not) " 5w 
Our opinion is^ that the church cannot absolutely 
err, either in things absolutely necessary, or in 
other things, which she propounds to. be believed 
or done by us, whether they be expressly contained 
in the Scriptures, or not"§ "6. In these two 
thingS) all catholics agree; 1. That the pope, with 
his general council, cannot err in making decrees of 
faith, or general precepts of manners. 2, That the 
pope alone, or with his particular council determin- 
ing any thing in a doubtful matter, whether he may 
err or not, ought to be obeyed by all the faithful."|| 
[A goodly agreement!] 

* Bell, de Rom. Pontif. lib. 4 cap. 4. 

t Ibid. lib. 4. cap. 6. 

t Ibid. lib. 4. cap. 6. 

§ Idem, de Eccles. Milit lib. 3. cap. 14. 

II Idem, de Rom. Pont lib. 4. cap. 2. 
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Beean^s gives the opinion of the paj^sts, stying, 

1. ^^That die church is the judge of eontroverfiies. 

2. That the rule by whkh the church determiaes 
controversies, or gives its definitive sentences, is 
not the Scripture only, but the Scripture and tcadi^ 
tion together. 3. That the church according to the 
rule (of Scripture and tradition) pronounces sen- 
tmice either by the pope, the pastor of the church, 
or by a council approved by the pope, and both 
ways infeUibly/'* 

Pighius also puts in his judgment, ^^ That the 
pope cannot any way be a heretic, nor publicly 
teach heresy, though he alone determine any mat- 
ter."! 

But* reader, notwithstanding all this confidence of 
inialUbility whether of pope, or councils, or botli, 
they are proved to have erred, from the historical 
narratives of their own writers. Baronius acknow- 
ledges that pope HonoriusJ was counted a heretic, 
joining with the Monothelites, or those that denied 
two wills in Christ; and so do their own Genebrard,§ 
and the Rhemists, though some of them go one 
way, and some another to save the infallibility, yet 
in vain; for he was condemned by|| a general 

* Catholici tria docent, &c, Becan. Manual. lib. l.cap.5. 
t Pigh. lib. 4. Hier. Eccl. cap. 8. 
t Spondan. Epitom. Baro. par. ^. p. 06. 
§ Genebr. Chron. lib. 3. pag. 4H4. 

j] Concil. Constantinople, 6 Act. 13. Sur. Tom. 2. p. 992. 
Caranz. Sum. Concil. p. 591, 610, 612. 
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council^ and anathematized, with six more holding 
the same heresy, and this when the legates of pope 
Agatho were present; whose epistles to Sergius, 
&c. were produced and read in the council, and 
judged heretical, destructive to men's souls and con- 
demned to be presently burnt, and so they were. 

Their own Baronius also gives an account of the 
barbarous acting^ of pope Stephen* the Seventh, 
(called the Sixth) towards the dead body of Formosus, 
his predecessor; for taking it out of the sepulchre, 
he set it clothed in its pontificals in the pontifical seat, 
and after he had derided it, took ofi* its vestments, 
and cut ofi* three fingers, and cast it into the river 
Tiber; and all whom Formosus had ordained, he de- 
graded and ordained them again. ^^This pope (says 
the author), gatliering a synod, approved his inhu- 
man act, which was condemned again by pope John 
IX., as he had made void the decrees of Formosus." 
And thus they can decree, and others rescind and 
decree the contrary, and act worse than heathens, 
and yet not err any of them, in faith or manners, 
which to any man's reason seems very strange. 

Besides, Marcellinust was an idolater; LiberiusJ 

** Ita furore percitus homo non quod jure liceret, sed quod 
ezsstuans rabies suaderet, implens. Spondan. Epitom. Baron, 
par. 2. p. 247. 

t Ipse Marcellinus ad sacrificium ductus est, ut sacrificaret, 
quod et fecit. Caranz. Concil. p. 72. 

t Liberium tssdio yictum ezilii, in hfereticam pravitatem sub* 
scripsisse, asserit Hieronimus: testantur id ipsum alii quoque 
antiqui Scriptores ; ac denique ipse Liberius scriptis Uteris ad, 
&c. Spondan. Epitom. Baron, in Ann. 357. 
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an Arian; Siricius, Calixtu^, Leo IX« and Pascha- 
lis condemned ministers' marriage. John XXII. 
held, that the souls of the wicked should not be 
punished till the day of judgment John XXIII. 
denied the soul's immortality. John XI. kept for 
his paramour a famous strumpet called Maro^a. 
John XIII. at dice called to the devil for help, and 
drank a health to him; lay with his own mother, 
and his father's concubine; ordained deacons in a 
stable; for money made boys bishops; committed 
incest with two of his sisters; and at last being 
found in the act of adultery, was slain by the wo- 
man's husband. 

Pope Sylvester II.* was a conjuror. Enquiring 
of the devil how long he should live, he was an- 
swered, till he should say mass in Jerusalem; in 
the lent after, as he was saying mass in the chapel 
of Saint Cross, he suddenly fell sick, and remember- 
ing that that chapel was called Jerusalem, he per- 
ceived how he was cozened by the devil. Before 
he died, he bequeathed his soul to the devil, and 
commanded his cardinals, that after his death they 
should cut his body in pieces and so bury him. 
Pope Hildebrandt was a conjuror, and enquiring of 



• Sylvestrum uecundum, Benedictum 9. Oregorium 6. Gre- 
goriivn 7. fuisse magos, narrat Beno cardinalis. Sylvester 2. 
inter ipsas mortis angustias supplicat, manus et linguam sibi 
abscindi, per quae sacrificanda demonibus, deum inhonorayit. 

t Hildebrandus, (qui Gregorius 7.) consecratam eucharii- 
tiam in ignem projecit, consulens di^inones contra Henricum 4. 
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the host (which they say is the body of Christ,) for 
aa answer against the emperor, because it would 
not speak, he threw it into the fire and burnt it 
For many wickednesses lie was deposed and ban- 
ished. Pope Leo X. pleased with the great sums 
of money which he had got by indulgences, said to. 
cardinal Bembas, " see what abundance of wealth we 
have gotten by this fable of Christianity/' And 
when he lay upon his death-bed, tRe same cardi- 
nal rehearsing a text of Scripture to him, he re- 
plied, ^* away with these fables concerning Christ" 
Pope Nicolas I. forbade marriage to the clergy; 
saying, it was more honest to have to do with 
many women privately, than openly to take one 
wife. John XXIV. was accused before the coun- 
cil q{ Constance for heresy, simony, murder, 
poisonings, adulteries, and sodomy; which being 
made good against him, he was deposed and im-t 
prisoned. Pope Eugenius IV.* was deposed by 
the general council at Basil, for being a simonist, 
and guilty of perjury, being a schismatic, and an ob- 
stinate heretic. It would make a large book to 
give an account of the failings of popes in matters 
both of life and faith; but I have but little room al* 
lowed. Take two general expressions of their own 

imp. Beno eardinalis, qui et plura de hoc et aliis Romanii pon. 
tif. miranda narrat, qusB nullas historicorum iieque Platina, nee 
quiaquam alioi prodidit. Vide Illyric. Catal. pag. 219, 220, 221^ 
223, &c. 
♦ Laurent Suri. CJoncil. torn. 4. pag. 104. 
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authors and then judge. ^** What then was the face 
of the holy Roman church ? How exceeding filthy, 
when the most potent, and yet the most sordid 
strumpets ruled at Rome? and their lovers thrust 
in Peter's chair?''* Another fixed enough tb the 
popish religion, acknowledged that in this one thing 
that age was unhappy, that for near one hundred 
and fifty years about fifty popes wholly fell away 
from the virtue of their ancestors, being rather 
apotactical [irregular] and apostatical than apos- 
tolical.t 

And as the church (if thereby understood the 
pope) has failed, so also if taken for gener?il coun- 
cils has also failed, as is plain by this infallible ar- 
gument, in that several general councils ratified by 
popes have decreed things contradictory, and that 
in matters of faith; and some of them must neces- 
sarily err, except contradictions can be reconciled, 

* Vide. Laitprand. lib. 2. c. 13. et Baron. Annal. ad an. 912. 
vel Spondan. Ex quibus videas fcBdissimam hujos temporis 
ecclesice Romanse facie m, ad an. 912. 

f Genebrar. in seculum decimum. Infeliz dicitur hoc secu- 
lam, exhanstum honiinibus ingenio et doctrina clans, sive etiam 
Claris principibuB et pontificibus, in quo nihil fere dignnm memo- 
ria posteritatis gestum sit. Hoc ipso infelicissimum, quod eccle- 
sia esset, sine ullo bono fere pontifice. Hoc vero uno infelixi 
quod per annos fere 150, ponti3ces circiter 50, k Johanne scili- 
cet &f qui Nicolao, et Adriano 2, Sanctis successit, ad Leonem 9, 
usque k virtute majorum prorsus defecerint, apotactici, apostati- 
017^ potius quam apostolici^e tanto pontificum numero, quinque 
modo, et satis tenuiter, laudantur, &c. Genebrard. Chronol. 
lib. 4. pag. 552, 553. 
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and both parts be true, which is impossible. For 
example, the general councils of Constance and (^ 
Basil have fully asserted that a general council is 
above the pope, who is to be judged by them, and 
by them may be deposed; in these words, " Not one 
of the skilful ever doubted but that the pope was 
subject to the judgment of a general council, in 
things that concern faith; and that he cannot with- 
out their consent dissolve or remove a general coun- 
cil; yea and that this is an article of faith, which 
without destruction of salvation cannot be denied, 
and that the council is above the pope, de fide, and 
that it cannot be removed without their own con- 
sent, and that he is a heretic that is against these 
things/' Thus the council of Basil owned by pope 
Eugenius, and the council of Constance^ confirmed 

* Primo definitur quod generalis synodus in Spiritu Sancto 
legitime congregata, generale concilium faciens, ecclesiam mili- 
tantem reprssentans, poiestatem k Chrisio immediate habetj cui 
quilibet cujuscunque status, etiam si papalis existat, obedire te- 

'netur in his qus pertinent ad fidem et ad eztirpationem schis- 
matum, et ad generalem refortfiationem ecclesiaB in capite et in 
membris. Secund6| declarat quod, quicunque cujuscunque dig- 
nitatis, et etiam si papalis existat, qui mandatis aut preceptis 
hujus sanctas synodi, et cusjuscunque alterius concilii generalis- 
obedire contumaciter contempserit, nisi resipuerit, condignie 
poenitentis subjiciatur et debite puniatur. Terti6, declarat quod 

. ipsum generale concilium pro praBmissis, eaque concernentibns 
congregatum sine ipsius consensu, per nullum, quavis autoritate, 
etiam si papali dignitate prsfulgeat, dissolvi, transferri, auf'ad 
aliud tempus prorogari potest. Hsc tria sunt veritates fidei 
catholice, quibos pertinaciter repugnans est censendus hsBieti* 

CUB. 
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by pope Martin V. being personally present in it 
And yet another general council* at the Lateran 
under Julius 11. and Leo X., expressly decree on the 
contrary, that the pope is above a general council; 
till these two can both be true, the pope is above a 
general council, and the pope is not above a general 
council, the infallibility of their church (and that 
even in a fundamental point thereof) is laid in the 
dust 

VIII. 0/ the Catholic Church. 

1. The doctrine of the apostles concerning the 
catholic or universal church. 

1 Cor. i. 2, " Unto the church of God which is 
at Corinth, with all that in every place call upon the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and 
ours.'' 1 Cor. xii. 13. "For by one spirit, we are 
all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or 
gentiles, whether we be bond or free, and have been 
all made to drink into one spirit/' Rev. vii. 9. " Af- 
ter this I beheld, and lo, a great multitude, which no 
man could number, of all natibns and kindreds, and 
people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and . 

* Gum etiam solum Romanum pontifioem, pro tempore exiiU 
entem, tanquam authoritatem super omnia concilia habentem, 
eonciliorum indicendorum, transferendomm ac dissolvendbrum 
plenum jus et potestatem habere, ex eoaciUomm confessione 
manifeste constet Laurent Surius, ConciL torn. 4. paj^. ^83. 
TU^re was but one in all the council , but gave his placet here- 
unto, that would not recede firom the determination of the 
council of BasiL Ibid. pag. 684. 
B 2 
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before the Lamb/' See also Ephes. i. 10, 22. Acts 
ii. 39. Ephes. ii. 19. and iii..l5. Acts ii. 47: Matt 
xzviii. 19. Mark xyi. 15. Acts ii. 21. Rom. i. 16. 
Gal. iii. 28. Acts xiii. 39. Rom. x. 4. Luke xiii. 28. 
Acts X. 35. 

Reader, observe that these Scriptures speak of 
the church, under Christ her head, making no men- 
tion of acknowledging, or being joined to, any mor- 
tal man, as her visible head; in which church, not 
limited or confined to the church of Rome, there is 
salvation. 

2. The doctrine of the protestants concerning the 
catholic or universal church. 

<* The catholic or universal church, which is invi- 
sible, consists of the whole number of the elect that 
have been, are, or shall be gathered into one, under 
Christ the head thereof, and is the spouse, the body, 
the fulness of him that filleth all in all.'' 

** The visible church, which is also catholic or 
universal, under the gospel, (not confined to one 
nation, as before under the law) consists of all those 
throughout the world, that profess the true religion, 
together with their children, and is the kingdom of 
the Lord Jesus, the house and family of God, out 
of which there is no ordinary possibility of sal- 
vation." 

This is the confession also of the churches of Hel- 
vetia, Bohemia, Belgia, Wittemberg, &c.* 

* Conf. OaU. art. 27, 28 : Conf. Helvet. 2. cap. 17 : Bohem. 
«. 8 : Belg. art 27 : Wittemb. art 32. 
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3. The dootrine of the papists concerning the 
catholic or universal church. 

The Trent catechism* makes that to be the only 
church; which is under the pope, excluding all 
others that submit not to him as the vicar of Christ; 
the Lateran council made it necessary to salvation, 
to be subject to the pope of Rome: Pope Pius II. 
approved this doctrine: ^^ I came to the fountain of 
truth, which the holy doctors, with one voice, say, 
that he cannot be saved that holds not the unity of 
the holy church of Rome; and that all those virtues 
are maimed to him that refuses to obey the pope of 
Rome, though he lie in sackcloth and ashes, and fast 
. and pray both day and night, and seem in other 
things to fulfil the law of God. We learned that 
the one catholic and apostolical church (of Rome) 
is the mother of all the faithful, out of which there 
is no salvation.'^! 

But reader, do you think that God will damn any 
holy, humble and believing persons, because they 
are not subject to the pope? Has God any where 

* Catechis. Rom. in Sjmb. page 139, 141. 

t Ad fontem yen peryeni.^Quera sancti doctores, quoram una 
vox est, salyari non posse, qui sancts Romanie ecclesis non 
tenet unitatem; omnesque illas virtntes mancas esse ei, qui 
summo pontifici obedire recusat; quamvis in sacco et cinere 
jacens, dies et noctes jejunet, et oret, et in ceteris videatur le- 
gem implere, — didicimus unam ecclesiam catholicam et apoeto- 
licam esse matrem omnium fidelium, extra quam non inyenitnr 
salus. — Pius II. Bui. Eetractationum apud Laurent. Surium, 
Concil. torn. 4. peg. 506. 
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made such subjection to him a condition of salva- 
tion? Let them show it if they can. Or are there 
no such persons in the world that are holy and be- 
lieving, and yet do not submit to the pope? There 
are many thousands that know themselves better 
than his infallible holiness can know them, who 
know that to be a falsehood. 

Nor does Bellarmin vary from them in his defi- 
nition of the church : " That it is a company of men 
knit together in the profession of the same Christian 
faith, and communion of the same sacraments, un- 
der the government of lawful pastors, especially of 
the bishop of Rome, Christ^s vicar upon earth. 
From whence it might be easily gathered, who be- 
long to the church, and who. do not. There are 
three parts of this definition of the church. 1. Pro- 
fession of the true faith. 2. Communion of the 
sacraments. 3. Subjection to the pope of Rome, 
the lawful pastor. By the first, all infidels, Turks, 
pagans, heretics and apostates are excluded from the 
church. By the second, catechumens and excom* 
municated persons are excluded. By the third, all 
schismatics that have the word and sacraments, but 
do not submit to the lawful pastor (the pope) ; but 
all others though they be reprobates, wicked and 
ungodly, are included in the church.''* 

Mark this, good reader, whether this sounds like 
the apostle's doctrine before laid down. If men be 

* Bellar. de Eccles. Milit lib. 3. cap. 2. 
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never so good, and holy, though converted, and be- 
lieving, if they do not submit to the pope as the 
universal head, they are no members of Christ's 
church, nor can be. saved; and if they be wicked 
and ungodly, if they own the pope they are in- 
cluded in the church. Oh what an odious religion 
is that, which damns all the Christians in the world 
besides themselves! O what wretched dissembling 
is this, to call their church the most holy church, 
without spot or wrinkle or any such thing; when 
the worst might be and are owned as members 
thereof, if they profess subjection to the pope! 

IX. Of Justification. 

1. The doctrine of the apostles concerning justi- 
fication. 

Rom. iv. 5 — 8. "Now to him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness. Even as David 
describeth the blessedness of the man unto whom 
Crod imputeth righteousness without works, saying, 
blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, 
and whose sins are covered; blessed is the man 
to whom the Lord will not impute sin.*' 2 Cor. 
V. 19, 21. "Not imputing their trespgisses unto 
them. For he hath made him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin, that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him.'* Rom. iii. 22, 24. " Even the 
righteousness of God, which is by faith of Jesus 
Christ, unto all, and upon all them that believe. 
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Being justified freely by his grace, through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus.'' See ver. 35, 28; 
^nd Tit. iii. 5, 7; Ronu v. 17,' 18, 19; Gal. ii. 16; 
Phil. iii. 9; Acts xiii. 38, 39; Ephes. ii. 8, 9. 

2. The doctrine of the protestants concerning jus- 
tification. 

**We are accounted righteous before God, only for 
the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by 
fidth, and not for our own works and deservings. 

** Those whom Gt)d effectually calleth, he also 
freely justifieth; not by infusing righteousness into 
them, but by pardoning their sins, and by account- 
ing and accepting their persons as righteous; not 
for any thing wrought in them, or done by them, 
but for Christ's sake alone. Imputing the obe- 
dience and satisfaction of Christ unto them, they 
receiving and resting on him, and his righteousness 
by faith, which faith they have, not of themselves, 
it is the gift of God." 

To this doctrine consent the reformed churches 
in Helvetia, Bohemia, France, Belgia, &c.* 

3. The doctrine of the papists concerning justi- 
fication. 

" Justification is not only the forgiveness of sin, 
but also the sanctification and renovation of the in- 
ward man by a voluntary susception of grace and 



* Confes. Helvet. 1. 4. 16. et 2. cap. 15. Bohemic. cap. 6. 7. 
Gal. art. 12. 22. August art. 4. 6. 26. Belg. art. 22. 24. Wittem- 
berg: art 5. BasU art 8. 
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gifts, whereby a mai^ of uajust is ma4e just, and of 
an enemy is made a friend, that he n^ight be an heir 
according to the hope of eternal life^ The only for^ 
mal cause of justification is the righteousness of God^ 
not wherewith he himself is righteous, but whereby 
he makes us righteous; namely, by which, being 
given to us by him, we are renewed in the spirit of 
our mind, and not only reputed, but are, and are 
truly called righteous, receiving righteousness in 
ourselves, every one according to his measure, which 
the Holy Spirit imparteth to each, as he will, ac- 
cording to every one^s own disposition, and co- 
working. If any one shall say that a man is justi- 
fied by the sole imputation of the righteousness of 
Christ, or in the sole remission of sin, excluding 
grace and charity, which is shed abroad in their 
hearts by the Holy Spirit, and is inherent in him, 
or that the grace whereby we are justified is only 
the favour of God, let him be accursed."* 

Reader, by this council you may see, how the 
papists confound justification and sanctification, and 

* Jastificatio non est sola peccatonim remissio, sed et sancti* 
ficatio et renovatio interioris hominis per yolantariam soscep- 
tionem gratiie et donorum, &c. unica formalis caus% ejus est 
justitia Dei, &c. qua videlicet, ab eo donati, renovamur spiritu 
mentis nostre, &c. Si quis dizerit homines justificari vel solA 
imputatione justitie Christi, yel solft peccatonim remissioneY 
exclusi grati&, et charitate, qnie in cordibns eomm per Spiritom 
Sanctum diffundatur, atque illis inhaereat, aut etiam gratiam quA 
justificamur, esse tantum favorem Dei, anathema sit. Concil. 
Trident Sess. & 
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place it in our inherent righteousness. Though 
these are not separated^ that any should be justified 
who is not sanctified^ penitent, and believing, yet 
they are carefully to be distinguished. 

X. Of the Merit of Good Works. 

1. The doctrine of prophets, Christ, and his 
apostles. 

Isaiah Ixiv. 6. " All our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags." Job xxii. 2, 3. " Can a man be profit- 
able unto God? Is it any gain to him that thou 
makest thy way perfect?" Job xxxv. 7. " If thou 
be righteous, what givest thou unto him, or what 
receiveth he of thy hand?" Luke xvii. 10. " Wfe 
are unprofitable servants, we have done that which 
was our duty to do." Romans viii. 18. "For I 
reckon that the sufierings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory that 
shall be revealed in us." Also Psalm cxxx. 3, and ^ 
cxliii. 2; Romans iv. 2, 4, 5, 6; 1 Corinthians iv. 7; 
Ephesians ii. 9. 

2. The doctrine of the protectants. 

" We cannot, by our best works, merit pardon of 
sin, or eternal life at the hand of God, by reason of 
the great disproportion that is between them and 
the glory to come, and the infinite distance that 
there is between us and God, whom, by them, we 
can neither profit nor satisfy for the debt of our for- 
mer sins; but, when we have done all we can, we 
have done but our duty, and are unprofitable ser- 
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yants; and because, as good, they proceed from his 
Spirit, yet as they are wrought by us, they are de- 
filed and mixed with so much weakness and imper- 
fection, that they cannot endure the severity of 
God's judgment.'' To this doctrine, the reformed 
churches subscribe.* 

3. The doctrine of the papists. 

" If any one shall say, that the good works of a 
justified person are so the gifts of God, that they 
may not also be the good merits of him that is jus- 
tified; or th^t he that is justified, does not, by the 
good works which he does, by the grace of God and 
merit of Christ (of whom he is a living member), 
truly merit increase of grace, eternal life, and (if he 
depart in a state of grace), the enjoyment thereof, 
and moreover also increase of glory, let him be ac- 
cursed."! 

" Men's works, proceeding from grace, deserve 
or merit heaven. — If the joy of heaven be retribu- 
tion, repayment, hire-wages for works^ then works 
can be no other but the value, desert, price, worth 
and merit of the same. — The word reward in Latin 

* Confess. Wittemb. de bonis operibus. Bohem. art. 7. Sax- 
on, art. 3. et & August, art 4. et 20. Helvet. 2. c. 16. Belg. 
art. 24. Argentinens. cap. 10. 

t Si quis dizerit liominis justificati bona opera ita esse dona 
Dei, ut non sint etiam bona ipsius justificati merita; aut ipsum 
justificatum bonis operibus, &c. non vere mereri augmentum 
gratis vitam sternam et ipsius vitsB leternffi, &c. consecutionem, 
atque etiam glorira augmentam, anathejgia sit ConciL Trid. 
Se88.& 
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tfr Greek is the very stipend that the hired work- 
nyan t>f journeyman covei!iants to have of him whose 
work he does, and is a thing equally and justly an- 
swetifig to the time and weight of his travails ahcl 
t^orks, rather than a free gift,* &e. It is inost clear 
to all not blinded in pride and contention, that good 
works are meritorious, ftnd the very cause of sal- 
Vation^^^t 

^ The heavenly blessedness which the Scripture 
caflls the reward of the just, is not given of Grod 
gratis and freely, but is due to their works. Yea, 
God has set forth heaven to sale for our works.} Far 
be it from us that the righteous should look for eter* 
iial life, as a poor man does for his alms, for it is 
much more honour for them as victots and triumph- 
ers to possess it, as the garland which by their la- 
bour they have deserved.§ Although the restoration 
of mankind be ascribed to the merits of Christ, yet 
it is not for Christ^s merits that ouir works~ are re- 
"warded with eternal life; neither does Grod, when 
hfe gives the reward, look towards Christ's death, 
but only to the first institution of mankind, wherein 
by the law of nature it was appointed that in the 
just judgment of God, obedience should be re- 
warded with life, as disobedience is with death."|l 

* Rhemiflts on I Cor. iii. 8. 

t Rhem. on Heb. yi. 10. 

t Amirad. Orth. Ezpl. 16. 

§ Doan of Loran Ezpli. art Lovan. Tom 8. art 9. 

II BayuB de Merit » Opemm, lib. 1. c. 9. 
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^<A supernatural work, proceeding from graoe^ 
within itaelf, and of its own nature, hfis a proportion 
and eondignity with the reward, and a sufficient 
value to be worth the same. The reward therefore 
IS not giyen for Christ's merit It must not be de- 
nied but our merits are true merits, so that the 
works of the godly, proceeding from grace, have of 
themselves an inward worthiness, and are proporr 
tionable to the reward,"* &c. 

The papists in this point are not all of a mind, 
but many of them swell with horrible pride, and 
think they deserve heaven as well as a journeyman 
does his wages, and cannot be brought to stoop so 
low as to receive the highest happiness as the freo 
gift of God* 

XI. 0/ TVorks of Supererogation. 

1. The doctrine of the Scripture. 

Nehem. xiii. 22. ^^ And I commanded the Le- 
vites that they should cleanse themselves. — Remem- 
ber me, O my God, concerning this also, and spare 
me according to the greatness of thy mercies.'* Luke 
xvii. 10. Gal. v. 17. 

2. The doctrine of the protestants. 

" Voluntary works, besides, over and above God's 
commandments, which they call works of superero- 
gation, cannot be taught without arrogance and im- 

* Suarez. Tom. 1. in Tho, 3. d. 41. sect 3. 5. bs. aecundo, et 
oportet : ' 
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piety; for by them men declare that they not only 
render unto God as much as they are bound to do, 
but that they do more for his sake, than of bounden 
duty is required; whereas Christ says plainly, 
When ye have done all things that are commanded 
you, say, We are unprofitable servants.'* 

Against such works are the reformed churches 
also in Helvetia, France, Saxony,* &c. 

3. The doctrine of the papists. 

" The fastings and satisfactory deeds of one man, 
are available to others; yea, and holy saints, and 
other virtuous persons may in measure and propor- 
tion of other men's necessities and deservings, allot 
to them, as well the supererogation of their spiritual 
works, as those that abound in worldly goods may 
give alms of their superfluities, to them which are 
in necessity.''! Again, they expound 1 Cor. ix. 16. 
" But now preaching not only as enjoined me, but 
also as of love and charity, and freely without put- 
ting any man to cost, and that voluntarily and of 
very desire to save my hearers, I shall have my re- 
ward of God, yea, and a reward of supererogation, 
which is given to them who of abundant charity do 
more in the service of God than they are com- 
manded." 

But, reader, though a mdn might have more mo- 
ney than he needs, yet you will not find a man that 
has more grace than he needs; and he that cannot 

* Confess. Helvet 2. o. 16. Augost art 20. GaL art 24. 
Sax. art 3. 17. Basil, art 10. Belg. art 12. 
f Rhemistfl on 2 Cor. 8. 14. 
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satisfy for himself cannot impart satisfaction to an- 
other; for none can give what they have not; and 
if we do what is no way commanded , we might 
hear, Who hath required this at your hands? And 
though Paul was not burdensome to the Corinthi- 
ans, yet he received from other churches to do them 
service. So that all that is said falls short to prove 
works of supererogation. Let proud papists boast 
of doing more, but let us go to our knees to lament^ 
that when we have done our best, we have done 
less than is commanded. 

XII. Of Religious Worship. 

1. The doctrine of Christ and his apostles, is that 
religious worship is due only to God. 

Mat. iv. 10. " Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and him only shalt thou serve.'' Col. ii. 18. 
" Let no man beguile you of your reward in a 
voluntary humility and worshipping of angels.'* 
Rev. xix. 10. " And I fell at his feet to worship him, 
and he said unto me. See thou do it not; I am thy 
fellow-servant, worship God." See also Rev. xxii. 
8, 9. Acts X. 25, 26. /^ As Peter was coming in, 
Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and 
worshipped him. But Peter took him up, saying, 
Stand up, I myself also am a man." Read also 
Actsxiv. 13 — 15, 18. Rom. x. 14. 

2. The doctrine of the protestants. 

" Religious worship is to be given to God, the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and to him alone, and 
f2 
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not to angel^, saints, or any other creature. The 
acceptable way of worshipping the true God, is in- 
stituted by himself, and so limited to his own re- 
vealed will, that he may not be worshipped accord- 
ing to the imaginations and devices of men, or the 
suggestions of Satan, under any visible representa- 
tions, or any otlier way not prescribed in the Holy 
Scripture/^* In this, the reformed churches agree 
in their public confessions. 

3. The doctrine of the papists concerning reli- 
gious worship given to saints, and their relics, and 
to images. 

"The holy synod of Trent commands all bishops 
and bthers, that have the oflSce and care of teaching, 
that according to the use of the catholic and apos- 
tolical church, received from the primitive times of 
the Christian religion, according to the consent of 
the holy fathers, and decrees of sacred councils, 
[which yet have decreed against it], they first of all 
diligently instruct the faithful concerning the inter- 
cession and invocation of saints, the honour of relics, 
and the lawful use of images; teaching them that 
the saints reigning together with Christ, offer their 
prayers to God for men, and that it is good and pro- 
fitable^ humbly kneelrag, to call upon them; and to 
run to their prayers, help, and aid, for the benefits 
to be obtained from God, through his son Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who is our only Redeemer and 

* Confess. Helret c. 4,5. Gall. art. 24. Belgic. art. 26. Ar- 
gent c. 11. August, art 21. Saxon, de Invocatione, &c. 
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Saviour; ahd that they are of a wicked opinion that 
say, that the saints, enjoying eternal happiness in 
heaven, are not to be called upon; or who affirm, 
either that they do not pray for men, or that to 
pray to them, that they would pray for us, yea, each 
one particularly, is idolatry, or contrary to the word 
of God, or against the honour of Jesus, the one Me- 
diator of God and men; or that it is a foolish thing 
to make humble request in words, or in our own 
minds, to those that are reigning in heaven. More- 
over, that the sacred bodies of the holy martyrs and 
others living with Christ, which were living mem- 
bers of Christ, and the temple of the Holy Ghost, 
which shall be raised by him to eternal life and be 
glorified, are to be worshipped by believers, by 
which God bestows many benefits on men. So that 
whosoever shall say, that veneration and honour is 
not due to the relics of the saints, or that these and 
other sacred monuments are without profit honour- 
ed [worshipped] by the faithful; and that for the 
gaining of their help, the memory of saints in vain 
is solemnized, are utterly to be condemned, even as 
the church has long condemned them, and does now 
condemn them. Moreover, the images of Christ, 
the Virgin Mary, and of other saints, are especially 
to be had and kept in churches, and due honour and 
veneration to be given to them.''* 

* Mandat sancta sjnodus omnibus episcopis, et ceteris do- 
cendi munus cnramque sustinentibas, ut juxta catholics et 
apostoliecD ecclesis usum, k primevis Cbristiaiin religionls tern- 
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Again: ^^It is beyond all doubt^ that belieyers, 
according to the custom always received in the 
catholic church, should give to the holy Sacrament, 
the worship of LaU-ia (highest worship), which is 
due to the true God." Concil. Trident Seas. la. 
cap. 5. 

The popish doctors maintain of images in gene«- 
ral, that they ought to be worshipped with the same 



poribus receptum, sanctorumque patrum consensionem et sa- 
ororum conoUioram deoreta, iraprimis de sanctorum interces- 
idone, invocatione, reliquiarum honore et legitimo imaginnia 
U8U, fideles diligenter instruant, docentes eos, sanctos un4 cum 
Christo regnantes, orationes suas pro hominibus Deo ofierre, 
bonam atque utile esse simpliciter eos invocare et ob beneficia 
impetranda k Deo per filium ejus, &c. ad eorum orationes, opem, 
auziliamque confugere; illos vero qui negant sanctos seterna 
felicitate in coelo fruentes, inyocandos esse, aut qui asseront, 
vel illos pro hominibus non orare, vel eorum, ut pro nobiETetiam 
singulis orent, invocationem esse idololatriam, vel pugnare cum 
verbo Dei, adversarique honori unius Mediatoris Dei, et homi* 
num Jesu Christi, vel stultum esse, in coelo regnantibus voce 
vel mente supplicare, impie sentire: sanctorum quoque mar- 
tyrum, et aliorum cum Christo viventium sancta corpora qusB 
yiva membra Christi fuerint, et templum spiritns sancti, ab ipso 
ad etemam vitam suscitanda, et glorifieanda, k fidelibua yene- 
randa esse, per que multa beneficia k Deo hominibus prsstan- 
tur; iCa ut affirmantes sanctorum reliquiis venerationem atque 
honorem non deberi, vel eas, aliaque sacra monumenta k fide- 
Hbus inntiliter honorari, atque eorum opis irapetrande causft 
sanctorum memorias frustra frequentan, damnandos ease, prout 
jampridem eos damnavit, et nunc etiam damnat ecclesia. Ima- 
gines porro Christi, deiparsB yirginis et aliorum sanctorvm, in 
templis pr&Bsertim habendas et retinendas, eisque debitum hoaxh 
vera et yenerationem impertiendam. Concil. Trident. Sets. 25. 
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adoration as the thing represented by the image. 
So Aquinas. The same reverence is given to the 
image of Christ, as to Christ himself. Since there- 
fore Christ is worshipped with the adoration of 
Latria (highest worship due to God), ~ it follows 
that his image ought to be worshipped with adora- 
tion of Latria (or highest worship due to God). 

XIII. Of Transubstantiation. 

1. The doctrine of Christ and his apostles is, that 
after consecration in the Lord's Supper, there is real 
bread and wine. 

Matthew xxvi. 26, 27; Luke xxii. 19, 20; 1 Cor. 
xi. 23 — 28. "The Lord Jesus, the same night in 
which he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 
had given thanks — he took the cup, saying, This cup 
is the New Testament in my blood.^' Mark, reader, 
after the blessing it is called bread. "As often as ye 
eat this bread, and drink this cup. Whosoever shall 
eat this bread. Examine — and eat of that bread.'* 
1 Cor. X. 1 6. " The bread which we break, is it not 
the communion of the body of Christ** Acts xx. 
7 — 11. " They came together to break bread. And 
had broken bread.** 

2. The doctrine of the protestants. 

" Transubstantiatlon (or the change of the sub- 
stance of bread and wine), in the Supper of the 
Lord, cannot be proved by Holy Writ; but is re- 
pugnant to the plain words of Scripture, overthrows 
the nature of a Sacrament, and has given occasions 
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to many superstitioiui and idolatries, and is repug-< 
omt to sense and reason:'^ Whkh reasons have 
moTed all the reformed churches against the doc-i 
trine of transubstantiation.^ 

3. The doctrine of the papista 

" If any shall deny the body and blood, together 
with the soul and divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and so whole Christ to be truly, really and substan- 
tially contained in the most holy sacrament of the 
eujcharist, (Lord's supper) but shall say, it is there 
only as in a sign, either figuratively or virtually, let 
him be accursed. If any shall say, that the suh* 
stance of bread and wine, together with the body 
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, remains in the 
sacrament of the holy eucharist, and shall deny that 
wonderful and singular conversion of the whole 
substance of the bread into his body, and of the 
whole substance of the wine into his blood (the 
figures of bread and wine only remaining) which 
conversion [change] the catholic church most fitly 
ealls transubstantiation, let him be accursed/'t 

* Conf. Helv. 1. tat 22. et 2. q. 21. Wittem, o, 19. de Bnchar. 
Basil, art 6. Scotican. art. 21. 

t Si quia negaverit, in sanctisslmos eucbaristie sacramento 
contineri, ver^, realiter, et substantialiter corpus et sanguinem, 
tmk cum animft tt difinitate Chriati, &o. Si quia dixerit in 
merofiianoto ^nchariativ saoramento remanere lubatantiam paiiis 
et yini) 4^. negareritqae mirabilem illam et aingularem con* 
▼eraionem totius subatantiiB panis in corpus, et totius substantiiB 
Yiniin sanguinem, &c.— Concil. Trident Seas. 13. Can. 1, 2: 
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XIV. Of receMng both Kinds. 

1. The doctrine of Christ and his apostles, is 
that those that have the bread should also have the 
cup. 

Mark xiv. 22 — 24. Luke xxii^ 19, 20. 1 Cor. 
X. 16, and xi. 24 — ^27, 29. *^ Take, eat — as oft as ye 
drink it— eat this bread, and drink this cup — shall 
eat this bread and drink this cup — so let him eat — 
and drink of this cup — ^for he that eateth and 
drinketh— " 

2. The doctrine of the protestants. 

" The cup of the Lord is not to be denied to the 
laity, for both the parts of the Lord's sacrament, by 
Christ's ordinance and commandment, ought to be 
ministered to all Christian men alike.'' That the 
people are to receive the wine also, is the confession 
of the reformed churches in Helvetia, Bohemia, 
France, &c.* 

3. The doctrine of the papists. 

The council of Constance decreed, " That though 
Christ administered this sacrament, in both kinds, 
to his disciples, and, in the primitive church, it 
was also accordingly received by believers under 
both kinds [bread and wine,] hoc tamen non ob- 
stante, notwithstanding [Christ's institution, and the 

* Confes. Helv. 1. art 22, et 2. c. 21. Bohem. c. 13. G&IL 36, 
38. Wittemb. cap. 19. Belgf. art 35. Baxon. de c«Bna Domin. 
August de miMn, art. 1, 2. 
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example of the primitive church] the laity shall 
have the bread only. Others that pertinaciously 
affirm otherwise are to be expelled as heretics. Also 
we command, upon pain of excommunication, that 
no presbyter administer it to the people under both 
kinds of bread and wine.''* The council of Trent 
to the same purpose decreed the taking away the 
cup from the people, notwithstanding Christ's insti- 
tution, and administration of it in both kinds, 
" having a power to alter and change, so that they 
keep the substance of the sacrament, as they judge 
most profitable for the receivers ;"t and though 
they confess the primitive church received both, yet 
the church of Rome, " for grand and just reasons 
has approved and decreed the people's taking of it 
in one kind only." 

XV. Of the Sacrifice of the Mass. 

1. The doctrine of the apostle Paul. 

Heb. ix. 22, 25, 26, 28. " And almost all things 
are by the law purged with blood, and without shed- 
ding of blood there is no remission. Nor yet that 
he should offer himself often, as the high priest en- 
tereth into the holy place every year with the blood 
of others; (for then must he have often suffered since 
the foundation of the world,) but now once in the 
end of the world hath he appeared to put away sins 

* Concil. Constant Sess. 13. 

i Concil. Trident. Sess. 21. cap. 1, 2j 3. 
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by the sacrifice of himself. So Christ was once 
offered to bear the sins of many. Heb. x. 11, 12, 
14, 18. " And every priest standeth daily minis- 
tering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, 
which can never take away sins. But this man 
after he had offered one sacrifice for sins, for ever 
sat down on the right hand of God. For by one 
offering he hath perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified. Now where remission of these is, there 
is no more offering for sin. Read also Heb. vii. 
23—27. 

2. The doctrine of the protestants. 

" The offering of Christ once made, is, that per- 
fect redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction for all 
the sins of the whole world, both original and ac- 
tual, and there is no other satisfaction for sin, but 
that alone. Wherefore the sacrifices of masses, in 
the which it was commonly said that the priest of- 
fered Christ for the quick and dead, .to have remis- 
sion of pain or guilt, were blasphemous fables, and 
dangerous deceits.^' This is the doctrine of all re- 
formed churches against the sacrifice of the mass.^ 

3. The doctrine of the papists. 

" If any shall say that in the mass a true and pro- 
per sacrifice is not offered to God, let him be ac- 
cursed. If any shall say in those words, ^ Do this 



* Confes. Helvet. 1. art. 22. et 2. cap. 30, 21. Basil, art. 6. 
Saxon, art. 14. Belg. art 35. Wittemb. c. 19. Bohem. c. 13* 
Angustan. de Missa, art. 13. 

G 
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in remembrance of me/ Christ did not institute his 
apostles to be priests, or that he did not ordain, that 
they and other priests should offer his body and 
blood, let him be accursed."* 

" If any shall say the sacrifice of mass is only of 
praise and thanksgiving, or a bare commemoration 
of the sacrifice of Christ upon the cross, and not a 
propitiatory sacrifice, or that it profits him alone that 
takes it, and ought not to be offered for quick and 
dead, for sins, punishments and satisf^ptions, and 
other necessities, let him be accursed." 

So in that part of the mass called the offertory, 
the priest says, " Holy Father, eternal and almighty 
God, receive this immaculate host, which I, thine 
unworthy servant, offer unto thee my true and liv- 
ing God, for my innumerable sins, and ofiences and 
neglects, and for all them that stand here about, and 
also for all faithful Christians, both living and dead, 
that it may profit me and them unto salvation, unto 
eternal life. Amen." 

Again, in the mass-book the priest prays: "We 

* Si quia dizerit, in miss^ non oflfeiri Deo vernm et proprium 
sacrificium, anathema sit Si quia dizerit, illis verbis, hoc facite 
in meam commemorationem, Christum non instituisse apostolos 
sacerdotes ; ant non ordinasse, ut, ipsi aliique sacerdotes offer- 
rent corpus et sanguinem suum, anathema sit Si quis dixerit, 
xnisss sacrificium tantum esse laudis et gratiamm actionis, d&c. 
non autem propitiatorium ; yel soli prodesse snmenti, neque 
pro vivis et defunctis, pro peccatis, poBnis, satisfactionibus, et 
atiis necessitatibus ofierri debere, anathema sit.— Concil. Tri* 
dent Seas. 22, de Sacrific. Misss, Can. 1, 2, 3. 
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beseech thee, therefore most merciful Father, through 
Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, and do ask of thee 
that thoii wilt accept, and hless these t gifts, these t 
presents, these hotly sacrifices immaculate, espe- 
cially those which we offer unto thee for thy holy 
catholic church, and all them that assist here, for 
themselves and for all theirs, for the redemption of 
their souls, and for the hope of their salvation. 
Which oblation, thou, God, vouchsafe in ali 
things to make blessed, t ascript, t reasonable t and 
acceptable; t that it may be made unto us the botdy 
and bloodt of thy most beloved Son. We present 
to thy excellent Majesty of thy gifts and things 
given, a pure t host, a holy t host, an immaculate t 
host, the holy bread t of eternal life, and the cup t 
of eternal salvation. We humbly pray thee, al- 
mighty God, command that these things be carried 
by the hands of thy holy angels to thy altar on 
high, into the presence of thy divine Majesty, that 
we all who, by the particitpation of thine altar [kisses 
here the altar,] have taken the holy botdy and blood 
t of thy Son, may be filled with all heavenly blests- 
ings and grace." And then the priest prays for the 
dead, " be mindful also, Lord, of thy men ser- 
vants, and women servants, [naming their names 
that are deceased, for whom friends or kindred 
would have mass,] who have preceded us with 
the sign of the faith, and who sleep in a sleep of 
peace.'' 

View and consider this little piece, which I have 
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transcribed, reader, out of the mass-book, and then 
judge .whether there is any such thing concerning 
the Lord's supper in the Scripture; and whether 
these are not new doctrines and devices. 

XVI. Of Worshipping the Host. 

1. The doctrine of the Scripture concerning the 
Lord's supper, where it is treated of, contains no- 
thing for the worshipping of it; as Matt xxvi. 26, 
27. Mark xiv. 22 — 24. 1 Cor. xi. 24 — 29. 

8. The doctrine of the protestants. 

" The worshipping the elements, the lifting them 
up, or carrying them about for adoration, and the 
reserving of them for any pretended religious use, 
are all contrary to the nature of this sacrament, and 
to the institution of Christ.'* So say other reformed 
churches in their public confessions of faith.* 

3. The doctrine of the papists. 

"It is beyond all doubt that the faithful, ac- 
cording to the custom always received in the catho- 
lic church, may give in veneration the worship of 
Latria, which is due to the true God, to this holy 
sacrament; for it is not the less to be adored, be- 
cause it was appointed by the Lord to be received; 
for we believe that the same God is present in it, 
whom the eternal father, bringing into the world, 
saith. And let all the angels of God worship him."t 

* Confess. Helyet 2. c. 21. Sazo. de coena dom. Wittemb. 
de Eucharist Basil, art. 6. 
t Nullus itaqae dubitandi locus relinquitur, quia omnes Christi 
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Moreover the holy synod declares* " That with 
very great religion and piety of the chureh was this 
custom brought in, that every year upon some pe^ 
culiar holy-day, this high and venerable sacrament 
with singular veneration and solemnity should be 
celebrated, and that it should in processions^ reve- 
rently with honour and worship be carried about 
through the ways and public places/' 

XVII. Of Auricular Confession. 

1. The doctrine of Christ and his apostles con- 
cerning confession of sin. 

Luke xvii. 3, 4. — James v. 16. — 1 John i. 9. See 
also Proverbs xxviii. 13. Psalms xxxii. 5, 6, and 
li. 4, 5, 7, 9, 14. In all which places there is con- 
fession of sin to God, to the party wronged by us, 
and to one another; but not a word of secret confes- 
sion of all our sins in the ears of the priest 

2. The doctrine of the protestants. 

"As every man is bound to make private con- 
fession of hi9 sins to God, praying for the pardon 
thereof, upon which and the forsaking of them he 
shall find mercy; so he that ofiends his brother, or 
the church of God, Ought to be willing by a private 
or public confession and sorrow for his sin, to de- 
clare his repentance to those that are offended, who 

fideles pro more in cathoUcd ecelesift semper recepto^ latrie cul» 
turn, qui vero Deo debetur, huic lanctissimo saoramento in vene- 
raUone exbibeanty ^. 
* Concil. Trident. Seas. 13. cap. 5. 

a3 
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are therefore to be reconciled, and in love to receive 
him/' So other reformed churches.* 

3. The doctrine of the papists. 

"Let every one, both men and women, truly 
make confession of all their sins, at least once a 
year, to their own priest, or some other, having 
leave first from their own priest, else he can neither 
absolve nor bind him."t 

" The universal church to the great profit of souls 
keeps the custom of confession in that holy and 
most acceptable time of lent, which also this holy 
synod most highly approves and receives, as pi- 
ously, and with good cause to be retained.''^ 

"If any shall deny sacramental confession, either 
to be instituted, or to be necessary to salvation by 
divine right; or shall say, the manner of making 
secret confession to the priest alone is not instituted 
and commanded by Christ, but is a human inven- 
tion, let him be accursed. "§ 

" If any shall say that in the sacrament of pe- 
nance, it is not necessiary to remission of sin, and 

* Confess. Helvet. 2. c. 14. Argentinens. c. 20. August de 
Confess. Saxon, de Poenitentia. Wittemb. de Confessione. 

t Concil. Ijateran. Can. 21. 

t Unde jam in universd ecclesi^, cum ingenti animarum fide- 
lium fructu, observatur mos ille salutaris, sacro illo et mazim^ 
acceptabili tempore quadragesime, quem morum, &c. — ConcU. 
Trident Sess. 14. cap. 5. 

§ Si quis negaverit confessionem sacramentidem, vel institu- 
tarn, vel ad salutem necessariam esse jure divino, &c. — Concil. 
Trident Sess. 14. Can. 6. 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE NOVELTY OP FOPEBT. 7ft 

that by divine rights fo confess all, and every mor- 
tal sin, that one can by all due diligent premedita- 
tion call to remembrance, even those that are secret 
sins, and against the last precept of the decalogue, 
and the very circumstances which alter the kinds of 
sin, let him be accursed."* 

XVIII. Of Penitential Satisfaction. 

1. The doctrine of the Scripture. 

Ezek xvi. 61 — 63. "Then shalt thou remember 
thy ways and be ashamed. And I will establish 
my covenant with thee, that thou mayest remember 
and be confounded, and never open thy mouth any 
more, because of thy shame, when I am pacified 
towards thee, for all that thou hast done, saith the 
Lord." Andxxxvi. 31, 32. " Ye shall loathe youi^ 
selves in your own sight. Not for your sakes do I 
this. Be ashamed and confounded for your own 
ways." See Hos. xiv. 2, 4. 

2. The doctrine of the protestants. 

" Although repentance is not to be rested in as 
any satisfaction for sin, or any cause of the pardon 
thereof, which is the act of God's free grace in 
Christ; yet is it of such necessity to all sinners, that 
none might expect pardon without it." So other 
churches.! 

* Si quia dixerit in sacramento poenitentiae ad remissionem 
peccatorum necessarium non esse jure divino confiteri,pinnia et 
singula peccata mortalia, &c. — Concil. Trid. Sess. 14. Can. 7. 

t August de Confessione. Saxon, in Prsfatione, et artic. de 
Satisfactione. Wittemb. de Satisfactione. 
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3» The doctrine of the papists. 

<^ If any shall say, that the whole panishment^ 
together with the guilt, is always remitted by Grod, 
and that the satisfaction of the penitent is no other 
than the faith whereby he apprehends Christ to 
have satisfied for him, let him be accursed/^^ 

" If any shall say, that God is not satisfied for 
sins, as to temporal punishment, through the merits 
of Christ, by the punishments which he inflicts, and 
we patiently bear, or by such as are enjoined by the 
priest, nor by those that we voluntarily put our- 
selves unto, nor by fastings, prayers, alms deeds, 
and otl^er works of piety, and that therefore the best 
repentance is only a new life, let him be accursed/'^t 

" If any shall say, that the satisfactions whereby 
penitents through Jesus Christ redeem sins, are not 
the worship pf God, but the traditions of men, 
thwarting the doctrine of the grace and true worship 
of God, and the benefits of the death of Christ, let 
him be accursed,"t 

XIX. 0/ Venial Sins. 

1. The doctrine of Christ and his apostles. 

Matt. xii. 36. " I say unto you that every idle 
word that men shall speak, they shall give account 
thereof in the day of judgment.'' Rom, vi. 23. 



* Concil. Trident Sees. 14. Can. 12. 
t Concil. Trident Sess. 14. Can. la 
t Concil. Trident. 3e88. 14. Can. 14. 
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** For the wages of sin is death/' See Rom. v. 12, 
and Isa, Ir. 7. 

2. The doctrine of the protestants. 

*^ As there is no sin so small but it deserves dam- 
nation, so there is no sin so great, that it can bring 
damnation upon those that truly repent^' So other 
churches also.* 

3. The doctrine of the papists. 

" Some sins are venial, neither offering injury to 
Godj nor deserving hell, nor binding us to be sorry 
for them, but may be forgiven by knocking of the 
breast, going into a chui:ch, receiving holy watery 
or the bishop's blessing, or crossing oneself, or by 
any work of charity, though we never think ac- 
tually of them.t Those sins which in their own 
nature are not contrary to the love of God and our 
neighbour as idle words, immoderate laughing, those 
sins that are not perfectly voluntary, as sudden mo-» 
tions of anger, &c., and are in trivial things, as steal-* 
ing of a halfpenny, &c., are venial sins; that is, do 
not turn us from God, and are easily expiated, like 
a slight hurt, which does not endanger life, and is 
easily cured.''t 

XX. Of the State of Men after Death. 
1. The doctrine of the Scripture concerning the 
state of men after death. 

* Confes. Bohemic. art. 4. Sazon. de discrimine peccatorum. 

t Aqain. par. 3. Quest 87. art. 3. 

X Bellarm. torn. 3. de amissioue gratis, lib. 1. c. 2. 3. 
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Luke xxiii. 43, " Verily I say unto thee, this day 
shalt thou be with me in paradise/* Heb. xii. 23. 
" And to the spirits of just men made perfect" 2 
Cor. V. 1, 8. " For we know that if our earthly house 
of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a buUd* 
ing of God. Willing rather to be absent from the 
body and to be present with the Lord." Phil. i. 23. 
" Having a desire to depart and to be with Christ" 
S§e also Matt vii. 13, 14. John iii. 18. Luke xvi. 
23, 24 ; where, and in other places, the Scriptures 
speak of two ways; one leading to destruction, tlie 
other to life; and two sorts of men; some that do 
not believe, and they are damned; some that do, and 
they are saved; but no third way, or third class is 
mentioned. 

2. The doctrine of the protestants. 

" The bodies of men after death return to dust, 
and see corruption, but their souls (which neither 
die nor sleep), having an immortal subsistence, im- 
mediately return to God, who gave them. The 
souls of the righteous being then made perfect in 
holiness, are received into the highest heavens, 
where they behold the face of God in light and 
glory, waiting for the full redemption of their 
bodies; and the souls of the wicked are cast into 
hell, where they remain in torments and utter dark- 
ness, reserved to the judgment of the great day. 
Besides these two places for souls separated from 
their bodies, the Scripture acknowledges none," 
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So the reformed churches also in Helvetia, France^ 
Saxony,* &c. 

3. The doctrine of the papists. 

" If any shall say that after the grace of justifica* 
tion received, the oflfence is so forgiven to every 
penitent sinner, and guilt of eternal punishment so 
removed, that there remains no guilt of temporal 
punishment to be suffered, either in this life, or the 
life to come in purgatory, let him be accursed/'t 

By this parallel of doctrines, you may easily 
judge that ours is the old religion; and the religion 
of the papists (wherein they differ from us), is a 
-new religion. For they that own, profess and hold 
to the same doctrines and worship that were taught 
by Christ himself and his apostles, and no other (as 
to essentials at least), are of the old religion; and 
those that, forsaking and corrupting the doctrine and 
worship taught by Christ and his apostles, maintain 
and hold doctrines not contained in the Scripture, 
but risen up since and contrary to it, are of a new 
religion. But the protestants do the first, and the 
papists do the last, as appears by the parallel of doc- 
trines. Therefore the protestants are of the old 
religion, and the papists of a new one. For that 
religion which agrees with the oldest and the only 
rule, is the oldest and only religion; and if the 

"^ Confess. Helv. 2. cap. 26. Gall. art. 24. Saxon, art. 11. 
August. 11. Wittemberg. cap. 25. 

t Goncil. Trident. Sess. 6. Can. 30. et Decret. de Purgat. 
Sess. 25. 
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papists will keep to the first and ancient rule^ the 
word of God, they must be of our religion; if they 
will not, but add or diminish, they will never 
answer to the charge of novelty laid upon them. 

So that their insulting and ridiculous question 
so often used, "Where was your religion before 
Luther?'^ is plainly and fully answered: "It was 
where the Romish religion never was, in the Scrip- 
tures, and in the primitive churches/' And me- 
thinks, learned papists, who can read the writings 
of the fathers, and determinations of ancient coun- 
cils, should be ashamed to propound such a ques- 
tion; but they do it to amuse the Common people 
that cannot read Greek and Latin authors, and are 
not acquainted with the history of the church; whilst 
I am persuaded they themselves know better, and 
could resolve this question themselves, if they would 
read and judge impartially. But the people that 
cannot read the fathers, councils, &c. might be abun- 
dantly satisfied, that our religion is the old religion, 
because found in, and founded upon the word of 
God; for all the books in the world must give place 
to the holy, sure, infallible word of the most true 
and faithful God. 



Digitized 



by Google 



Tns noTBunr ov" rsnmw M 



CHAPTER III. 

THIC RTIrlOION OF PROTESTANTS, H1M«D AKV PKO<* 
Fl^SED BEFORE LUTHERr 

But though we i^ow our doctrinas.to be found 
in the Scripture^ our audversariea call for a catalogue 
of such as have taught them, from the apostles' iivoM 
successively to the. time of Luther, as they pretend 
they caa do for theirs^ and would persuade the 
people, that the church as now reformed, and t^ 
doctrines now receiyed by them, are new and upstarl 
things, and have not been since the apostles^ time% 
or before Luther, On the contrary, we assert thtti 
there have been such doctrines, and a church ownn 
ing them in all ages, since they were preached hy 
the apostles; which we will prove< by two heads oC 
argjuments; the one taken a prieriy that s«K^.a 
church cannot, shall not cease, but always be io 
some part or other of the world; the other apostt- 
rioriy that it has not ceased, but has always actually 
been, and therefore before Luther. . 

The first, — that it cannot, shall not cease to b^ 
taken aprioriy stands firm upon these two grooitdfl& 
First, upon the promise of Christ, that is of in&it^ 
lible verity. Christ has promised thai the trtie 
church, which is built upon the doctrine* of thc^ 
Scripture, and is conformed thereto^ shall coDtime 
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always, and not fail. That the reformed chqrches 
are built upon the doctrine of the Scriptures, and are 
conformed thereto, appears from the parallel of doc- 
trines before laid down. So that there is evidence 
from the promise of Christ, that the church holding 
such doctrines as the reformed churches do, did 
continue, and could not fail; and therefore our 
church and religion were before Luther. 

Secondly, upon the relation between Christ and 
his church. Christ is the only head of the church, 
and the church is the body of Christ. Christ is the 
king of his church, and the church subject to Christ. 
Christ is the husband and bridegroom of the church, 
and the church the wife and spouse of Christ Such 
a church, then, could not cease to be, else there would 
haye been some time in which Christ would have 
been a head without any body upon earth; a king 
without subjects, a husband and bridegrooni, with- 
out a wife or spouse; all which are absurd. But the 
controversy does not lie between us on this point, 
but which church is this body, subjects, and spouse 
of Christ, which, by virtue of Christ's promise and 
its relation to him, could not fail or cease to be — 
theirs, or such as the reformed churches are. There 
is this ground (among others) on our side. That 
church which owns Christ to be her only head, 
husband, and king, and no other; which owns and 
professes subjection to the laws of Christ, and no 
other, as necessary to salvation; and worships the 
true Qod according to the Scripture, and no other. 
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is the body, spouse, and subjects of Christ, that 
could not cease to be in any age. But such churches 
as the reformed are, own Christ to be their only 
head, husband, and king, and no other; and profeiss 
subjection to the laws of Christ, and no other, as 
necessary to salvation; and worship God according 
to the rules contained in the Scripture, and no other. 
All which the Roman church, as papal, does not 
do; for they own another head besides Christ, as 
necessary to salvation, and profess subjection to the 
laws of another, besides the laws of Christ, and that 
equally with them, yea, before them, though dis- 
tinct from, and contrary thereto, and give religious 
worship to others besides the true God, and so play 
the harlot. Hence, we conclude, that such churches 
as the reformed are, and not such as the papal, are 
the body, subjects, and spouse of Christ, which 
could not cease in any age to be, since the apos- 
tles' times; and therefore our religion was before 
Luther. 

The second evidence, that there have been the 
same doctrines, necessary to salvation, taught all 
along since the apostles successively, to Luther's 
times, 18 Si posteriori^ from the writings of men, and 
histories of the church, abundantly satisfactory to 
us, and undeniable by our adversaries. It would be 
no real prejudice to the truth of our doctrines, if we 
could not give a catalogue of names that held and 
professed them in all ages, so long as we find them 
in the Scripture; nor could they for want thereof be 
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justly charged, either with falsity or novelty; far 
what is in the word of God is true and old, and 
what is not contained therein and made necessary 
to salvation, is £dse and new, though of many hun^ 
dred years' standing. That this is unreasonably re- 
quired by the papists, and is no hurt to our religion, 
as to the truth and antiquity of it, and no cause of 
stumbling to any, will appear by^ these things fol- 
lowing. 

1. It is not necessary in order to prove ourselves 
men, to give the names of all the men that have 
lived htefore us, no, nor of any of them. It is suffi- 
cient that we can prove we have the same essential 
constituent parts of men as our predecessors had. 
That we have such bodies and such souls as they 
had, is a proof we are real men as they were, though 
we know not the names of all the intermediate per- 
sons successively by whom we have received our 
beings from them. So here; so long as we can tell 
and are sure we own and believe the same doctrines 
that the apostles did, we are sure we are of the same 
religion as they were, though we could not give the 
names of the persons that have from time to time 
professed the same. 

2, It is not necessary in order to know the false* 
ness of any doctrine that we should know the names 
of the heretics that have handed them down from 
one age to another; but we know them to be &ls% 
by their being contrary to the Scripture. 

• 3. We know that the dictates of the law of na- 
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ture are good and true, and that we have such a 
law, though we cannot give an account of the 
name of our ancestors from whom we have re- 
ceived them. 

4. A man might be an exact artificer, though he 
be hot able to mention the names of those who in 
all ages have professed the same occupation, from 
the times of those that first invented them. So a 
man might be a good Christian, and of the true 
religion, and be ignorant of the many thousands 
of Christians that have been before him. 

5. Without this knowledge a man might love 
God, repent, believe and be saved; therefore it is 
not necessary to true doctrine, religion or salvation; 
else every unlearned believer must be acquainted 
with all the histories of the church, and fathers, and 
professors before him, which is impossible. 

6. If a man did know this, yet he might be 
damned. If a man could tell all tlie writers, preach- 
ers, doctors and councils that have lived since the 
apostles' days, he might go to hell at last God will 
condemn men for being ignorant of the essential 
points of Christianity, contained in the Scripture, 
and for want of faith and repentance, but not for 
being unacquainted with the histories of the church, 
and names of those that professed the true religion 
in the ages before them. 

7. The Scripture never sends us to histories, 
councils and fathers as judges of true doctrine and 
religion, but to the word of God. Where in Scrip- 

H 8 
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ture are pit^MSors or ministers commanded to 
study and be so conyersant with all histories^ conn* 
eils and antiquities as to be able to give a catalogue, 
who have taught or owned the true doctrine in ages 
before them? 

8. What deceitful dealing is this? to deny the 
people the reading of the Scriptures and acquaintance 
with them, and in such things commend ignorance 
as the mother of devotion, and yet call upon them 
to say, who taught their doctrines before Luther? 
As if it were more material to know who taught 
them, than to know them ; or to be more skilled in 
the writings of men than in the word of God. 

9. They call for that from us which they cannot 
give for themselves. You ask, Who taught your 
doctrines from the apostles' times? and we retort 
your question, Who taught all your doctrines froo) 
the apostles' times? We know you can never show 
them. I know you pretend a large catalogue of 
popes; but yet you are greatly puzzled to give their 
succession, when there have been several popes to- 
gether, and they that then lived could not know 
which was the right But if you could give< a suc- 
cession of persons, it profits nothing without a suc- 
cession of true doctrine. If you could show, a 
succession de /actOy you can show none de jure. 
That may be actual, that may not be lawfuL A 
thief may actually succeed a true possessor, and a 
tyrant and usurper a lawful prince, but not lawfully. 
This is usurpation, not legitimate succession. We 
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might say, therefore, to your people as you do to 
ours, Is it safe for you to continue in that religion, 
of which you can give no account who have taught 
your doctrines from the apostles' times? For you 
cannot do it, nor your doctors either, though they 
call a council and search all records and writings of 
men, as shall be shown in the next chapter. 

Yet this is not said as if we doubted of our cause, 
if it were to be tried by the writings of the ancient 
fathers; or as if we could not mention multitudes 
before Luther that have taught and owned our doe* 
trines; for there are many great rolumes in which 
our doctrines are to be found. To give a large re- 
hearsal of their words on our side would be an end<- 
less work; yet a few shall be picked oat of many, 
sufficient to show that our doctrines, in which we 
oppose the doctrines of the church of Rome, have 
been taught of old. 

What was the doctrine in the first hundred years 
from the birth of Christ is best understood from the 
Holy Scripture; and this is that age, and the wri- 
tings of the apostles are those writings, by which 
the writings of all other ages must be examined, as 
their surest rule. That our doctrines are there con- 
tained, and not the doctrines of the papists as such, 
we have proved in Chap. I. 

In the writings of the fathers that lived in the 
second century, we have many testimonies. 

In this age the bishops of Rome had not that 
power they now challenge, as appears from a letter 
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of Eleutherius, bishop of Rome, to Lucius, king of 
England,* who had sent to the bishop for the Ro- 
man laws, as they were founded on Christianity; to 
whom Eleutherius sent this answer: " You require 
of us the Roman laws, and the emperor's, to be sent 
over to you. — The Roman laws, and the emperor's 
we may ever reprove, but the law of God we may 
not' You have received of late, through God's 
mercy, in the realm of Brittany, the law and faith 
of Christ. You have with you, within the realm, 
both the parts of the Scripture. Out of them, by 
God's grace, with the council of your realm, take 
a law, and by that law (through God's sufierance) 
rule your kingdom of Britain; for you are God's 
vicar in your kingdom." — From whence it is clear, 
that this bishop of Rome (1) challenged not the 
supremacy over England, but acknowledged the 
king to be supreme governor in his own kingdom. 

(2) That he acknowledged the perfection of Scrip- 
ture for life and manners, when laws should be taken 
from thence for the government of a kingdom. 

(3) That England received the gospel early, and not 
so late from the church of Rome as some of them 
boast, nor at all first from them, but from the Gre- 
cians of the eastern church,t as some think. 

After the apostles, many taught our doctrines 
long before Luther. For the ^ake of brevity, I 
must take up with fewer heads of doctrine, and 

* Fox. Acts and Mon. vol. 1. p. 139, 
t Id. ibid. p. 138. 
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fewer tastimotiies under (z^iK^hdotstrine. I had be* 
gun to give a catalogue in every century since 
Christ, but that being too large for this place, I laid 
It by, and give instances in these few following. 

I. The Pefifection and Sufficiency of the Scrip- 
ture to Salvation taught long b^ore Luther. 

Justin Martyr,* who lived in the second centdry 
after Christ, writes, "That the true religion is con- 
tained in the writings of the prophets and apostles, 
who have taught all things necessary for us to know. 
We are not commanded to give credit to the tradi- 
tions and doctrines of men, but those doctrines 
which were published by the prophets, and which 
Christ himself delivered. All things are to be 
brought to the Scripture, and from thence are argu- 
ments and proofs to be fetched; for if a man bfe 
never so often asked, how many do twicfe two 
make? he will still say four; so a Christian dis- 
coursing with others will always allege the Scrip- 
ture.'' And Irenaeus says, "The Scriptures are 
perfect as spoken and dictated from the word of 
God and his Spirit. "t 

So Tertullian,t A. D. 200, &c., writes, "I adore 

* Just. Mar. in Tryph. et Paren. 

t Bcnptum perfecteB sunt, quippe k verbo Dei et Spirita'ejcw 
dictSB, Iren. adver. beer. lib. 3. cap. 47. 

X Adoro Scripture plenitudinem.— Scriptum esse, doeeat Her- 
mogenis officina; ti non eit SGriptum, tifneat vm illud adjicien- 
tibas, aut detrahentibos destinatum. TertuL adyer. Hermog. 
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the fulness of the Scriptures. Let Hermogepes 
show that it is written; if it be not written, let him 
fear that wo appointed for those that add, or dimi- 
nish/' In another place, thus,* "We have the 
apostles of the Lord for our authors; who never 
brought in any thing at their own will, but what 
doctrine they had from Christ, they faithfully de- 
livered to the nations; wherefore if an angel from 
heaven should preach otherwise to us, we would 
pronounce him accursed/' To this objection [the 
apostles did not know all or if they did, they did 
not deliver all] he replies, "That both ways, such 
reproach Christ, as if he had sent apostles either 
unskilful, or unfaithful/'t Again, "In matters of 
faith, men must argue no other way than from the 
Scriptures/' In short, he lays down the doctrines 
of this age in a confession of faith, agreeable to 
that which is called the apostles' creed, and says, 
" They are not doubted of by any amongst us, but 
heretics." In the like manner speaks Origen,J who 
lived also in this age, of the perfection of the Scrip- 

** Apostplos Domini habemus authores, qui nee ipsi quicquam 
ex suo arbitrio, quod inducerent, elegerunt; sed acceptam k 
Christo disciplinam fideliter nationibus assignaverunt. Itaque 
etiam si angelus de ccelis alitor evangelizsret, anathema dicere- 
tur k nobis. Idem de Prssc. Hsret 

t Solent dicere, non omnia apostolos scisse,— omnia quidem 
apostolos scisse, sed non omnia omnibus tradidisse ; in utroqae 
Christum reprehensioni subjicientes, qui aut minus instmotos, 
ant parum sii^plices apostolos miserit. Ibid. Aliunde suadere 
non possent de rebus fidei nisi ex literis fidei. Ibid. 

t Id. ibid. Origen. in Levit. Horn. 5. torn. 1. 
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ture: "In the two Testaments every word that ap- 
pertains to God may be required and discussed, and 
all knowledge of things out of them may be under- 
stood; but if any thing remains, which the Holy 
Scripture does not determine, no other third Scrip- 
ture ought to be received to authorize any know- 
ledge/' And more in other places.* See also a 
large confession of faith by him, and Gregory Neo-^ 
cesar, containing the doctrines that we hold.t 

JeromeJ who died A. D. 420, says thus, "What- 
soever we affirm, we ought to prove out of the Holy 
Scriptures. The speakers' words have not so much 
authority as the Lord's command." 

Ambrose§ also, who was born about the year 
333, is of the same judgment. " We ought to add 
nothing, no, not for caution, to God's command; for 
if thou dost add, or diminish, it is a prevaricating 
of the command; the pure and simple form of the 
command is to be kept Nothing therefore, seem 
it never so good, ought to be added to it. There- 
fore we ought not to add to or take away from the 

* Horn. 2. in Hieremiam. 

t Madgeburg. Cent 3. p. 34, 35. 

t Hieron. in Psal. 98. 

§ Nihil, vel cautionis gratis jangete nos debemus mandato. 
Si quid enim vel addas, vel detrahas, prsBvaricatio qusedam vi- 
detur esse mandati, pura enim et simplex mandati forma ser- 
vanda. Nihil vel qaod bonum videtar, addendum est. Doeet 
igitur nos presentis lectionis series neque detrahere aliquid di. 
▼inis debere mandatis, neque addere. Ambr. torn. 4. de Pa- 
radis. cap. 12. 
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cpEimaods of God/' Agaia, he saith," Who shall 
speak where the Scripture is silent?"* Augustine 
(horn A, D. 355) subscribes the. same doctrine. 
"In those things which are laid down plainly in 
the Scripture, all those things are foupd which be- 
long to faith, or direction of life.t " Let us not 
hej^i^.this I say, this you say, but let us hear, thus 
say? the Lord; J there is God's book, to whose au- 



* Sanctis Seriptoris bob loquentibuS) quia loquetar ? Idem. 
de.Voc. Gentl. 2. c. 3. 

t In iis quae aperte in Scripture posita sunt, inveniuntur ilia 
omnia, que continent fidem moresque vivendi. Aug. de Doct. 
Christ, torn. 3. 1. 2. c. 9. 

t Non audiamus, heec dico, hsBC dicis, sed audianras, hsBC 
dicit Dominus. Sunt certe libri Dominici, quorum autoi-itati, 
utriqne consentimus, utrique credimus; ibi quseramus eccle- 
siam, ibi discutiamus causam nostram ; auferantur ilia de medio, 
qu8B adversus nos invicem, non ex divinis canonicis libris, sed 
aliunde recitamns ; quia nolo humanis documentis, sed diyinis 
oraeuUs sanetam ecelesiam demonstrari. Idem de Unitat. 
Eccles. cap. 3. Legite nobis hsc de lege, de prophetis, de 
Psalmis, de ipso evangelio, de apostolicis Uteris ; legite et credi- 
rous. Idem. ibid. cap. 6. Ipse Dominus Jesus discipulos testi- 
moniis legis et prophetarum confirmandos esse magis judicavit. 
Hffic sunt caussB nostrse documenta, base fundamenta, hsBc fir- 
mamenta. Idem. ibid. cap. 16> Nemo ex me qusBrat senten- 
tiam meam, sed potius audiamus oracula, nostrasque ratiuBCulas 
divinis summittamus affatibus. August, de Mor, £ccl. Cath. 
cap. 7. toou 1. Per Scripturas divinas multo tutiu9 ambulatur. 
Controversia ex e^dem Scripturd termioetur.- Id. de Doc(. 
Christ cap. S. Sententias Amlwosi, Hieronymi, &c. non ob 
hoc interponare yolui, 4it cujusquam hominis sensum tanquam 
Scripture caoonicsB auctoritatem sequendum arbitreriiu Id. 
Epist. 11^ 
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thority we both consent, both believe. There let 
Us seek the church, there let us discuss our cause. 
Let those things be taken from amongst us which 
we quote one against another, from any source 
but the divine canonical boo!ks; for I will not, 
that the holy church be demonstrated from the 
documents of men, but from the oracles of God.'' 
Again, " Read us these things out of the law, out of 
the prophets, or psalms, or gospel, or the apostles' 
epistles; read ye, and we believe." Again, "Our 
Lord Jesus himself did rather judge that his disci- 
ples should be confirmed by the testimony of the 
law and prophets. These are the proofs, founda- 
tion, and strength of our cause." Again, " Let nO 
man ask me my opinion, but let us hearken to the 
, Scripture, and submit our petty reasonings to the 
word of God. We walk much safer according to 
the Scripture; controversies are to be determined 
by the Scripture." Again, "I insert the opinion 
of Ambrose, Jerome, &c., not that thou shouldst 
think that the sense of any man is to be followed 
as the authority of canonical Scripture." Augus- 
tine has abundance more in many places of such 
doctrine, and he was above a thousand years before 
Luther. 

Chrysostom also, who lived in the same age, and 
died about the year 407^ taught the same doctrine, 
in this point, as the reformed churches now do. 
Thus he writes: "Would it not be an absurd and 
preposterous thing, that when we have to do with 
I 
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xn^n in mattersi of niiojpey, we b^liev«« them not, bo^ 
count it after them; but w^^o. we are to judge of 
things, we are simply drawn into their opiniona; and 
that, when we have the law of God for an exact rule, 
balance, and sq^uare of all things, Wherefore I be- 
seech and entreat you all, that you matter not, what 
one or another thinks of these things; but that 
you would consult the Holy Scriptures concerning 
theni/'* In another plage, thus; "These thingp 
which are in the Holy Scripture, are clear amd, 
right; whatsoever is necessary, is manifest there- 
in/'t Many more testimonies we might have from 
this author, and others quoted in the note,J but 
brevity forbids the transcribing of their words. To 
conclude this particular, take the testimony of a 

letc KdLt yyufAoycf. Ktt KHfor*, rm Sruwf nfJtm Tuy iffro^cta-tv'f ito irsHf 
^ctK(tKu KAi ^iOfAAt frdL^Tm C/uotv A^ttlts Tt TO* St{yi KOI rt» Surt, ^oxu 
wfpi votfjecti TTdt^A Ta»r y^et^uf tcivIa atwotv?* ^ruv^Aytc^i. Chrys. Horn. 
13. in 2 Cor. 

ifAyxAtei «f^\tf, Idem Hoipil. 3. in 2 Th^s. cap. 2. 

t Cyprian, lib. 2. Epist. 3. et ad Quintinum, et ad Pompeium; 
et ad Jubajanum. AtfJdtgKUs ua-n du &yMt x«i ^to^vwo-rot y^A<pea 
9rgoc TJ»y Tj»c atx»3-fwc iretyy^xietf. Athanas. torn. 1. pag. 1. *H /av 
«exj»3wc »flfi, tvTt^iK us tov xv^iov mo-rt^ 9<tf,*get, wttqi xA^tvrmvf U *r»» 
3'i;«r Tfgat^ttv yiyuffxo^vn^ n:%n.dn ftf(tytvtta%of4,tvii» Idem. tom. !• 396. 
*H 3-i.'«t >§«<})» TTAvlacv ta-rtjf i'»atva(/i^flt. Idem. pag. 114. vide etiam 
pag. 217. 428. Tct /utv a-u/upmet reit^ y^ft^ttts St^,*^^**^ '''* ^* fltxxoTji* 
iiro0AXxuv. Basil. Mag. in Moral* lib. Sum. 72. cap. 1. vide efiam 
eimd^m* Sum. SP, oap. 2». ^t U<HniJU df Confe?. fi4»i..et pa«»im. 
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council; wherein are many witnessing together, that 
the Scripture is so perfect that nothing is to be add- 
ed to it* Ambrose said, " Anathema to him, that 
adds any thing to the Scripture, or takes from it; 
and all the bishops said, let him be accursed." And 
their own canon law,t reciting the words of Cyprian, 
" That the Scripture must be followed, and not cus- 
tom or traditions," says, " If Christ only is to be 
heard, we ought not to regard what any one before 
Us thought was to be done; but what Christ, who 
was before all, did; neither ought we to follow the 
custom of men, but the truth of God; since the 
Lord has said by the prophet Isaias, " In vain do 
they worship me, teaching the commands and doc- 
trine of men." And again,J " It is not lawful for 
the emperor, or any other person piously disposed, 
to presume any thing against the divine precepts, 
nor to do any thing that is contrary to the rules of 
the evangelists, prophets, or apostles." Then their 
writings must be perfect, or we shall often be at a 
loss for want of a rule to direct us. All these, and 
multitudes more, taught this long before Luther. 

* ConcU. Aquileien. Surius. torn. 1. de Concil. p. 477. 
t Corp. Jur. Can. Distinct. 8. c. si Solus. 
t Ibid. Distinct. 10. c. non licet. 
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II. lyiat the People ought to read the Scripture^ 
and therefore it ought to be translated into 
Vulgar Tongues, was a Doctrine taught long 
before Luther^ 

By Chrysostom,* " ^ Let the word of God dwell 
in you richly' — he doth not say only ' let it dwell in 
in you/ but ^ in great abqndance.' Hear this, ye 
worldly men, that have wives and children, how he 
comn^ands you to read th^ Scriptures, and that not 
slightly, but with all diligence. Hear this, X pray 
you, all ye that are -careful about the things of this 
life, and get you Bibles, which are the mediqines of 
your souls. Ignorance of the Scriptures is the cause 
of all evils. We go to war without our weapons, 
how then can we be safe ?" &c. In another place, 
he instructed the people, " That when they went 
from the congregation to their houses, they should 
take their Bibles, and call their wives and children 
to participate of the discpurse of the things that were 
9aid.'' And in another place, he exhorts them dili- 
gently to attend the reading of the Holy Scripture, 
"Not only when they came to the assembly, but 

^a»C xcti vfAtv Wir^tyru fMLXtvnret retc ^gat^*c ttveiJ)ifavKUt. Kau ovK SiTrxaK 
tv3% etc *rvxw, fltx^«t /jl^a ^okkuq tj>c fyrouhn, — 'auovo-ei^*, irct^axAy^m* 

turiof rm jcctxeer, re /un %i^%ydLi nrctt y^et^Ac Xm^K on-xm its ff-oxi/uoy 
jidtii^ofAn xtu ^me uTti a-eB^nrm^ 4^c^ Chiysost i^ Colons. Homil. 9. 
Item in Mat. Homil. 2. in Mat. Hoqi. 5. %o this purpose al90, de 
Lazar. Horn. 3. in Genes. HomiL 29. In Jbhaa. Homil. I. 
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at home to take the Sacred Scriptures, iato theU* 
haniJs;'^ and this he does by «n argument drawn 
from the great profit that they may receive thereby. 
Elsewhere, he also mentions, that the Syrians^ Egyp- 
tians, Indians, Persians, Ethiopians, and multitudes 
more, had the doctrines of the Scripture translated 
into their own tongues. 

The like also by Saint Augustine,* " It is come 
to pass that the Scripture, wherewith so many dis- 
eases of men's wills are healed, proceeding from 
one tongue, which fitly might be dispersed through 
the world, being spread far and wide by means of 
the diyers languages whereinto it is translated, is 
thus made known to nations for their Sj^lvation; 
which, when they read, they desire nothing else but 
to attain to the mind of him that wrote it, and so to 
the will of €rod, according to which we believe such 
men spake.'' 

To the new doctrine of Hosius, president at the 
council of Trentjt <* That a distaff was fitter for 
women than a Bible," we will oppose the testimony 
of Theodoret,J of the old practice in the church on 
this point: " You shall every where see th6se points 
of our faith to be known and understood, not only 
by such as are teachers in the church, btrt even of 
eobblers^ and smiths, and weavers, and all kinds of 
artificers; yea all out women, not they only who 

* Aug. de Doet. Christ, lib, 2. dap. 5. 
t Hob. de Expres. Dei Verb. 
t Tbeodoret de Corand: GreBCO. affect, lib. 5. 
I2 
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are book-learned, but they also that get their tiying 
with their needle, yea maid servants, and waiting 
women; and not citizens, only, but husbandmen of 
the country, are very skilful in these things; yea, 
you may hear our ditchers, and neat-herds, and 
wood-setters, discoursing of the Trinity and crea- 
tion," &c. 

III. That Religious Worship was not to be given 

fo Imagesj or Reliques of S^infs, was taught 

long before J^uther. 

When Polycarp suSered, the envious persecutors 
not willing that his body should be honourably 
buried, as the Christians were desirous to do, moved 
the proconsul not to deliver to the Christians the 
body of Polycarp, lest they, leaving Christ, should 
fall to worship him; concerning which the Church 
of Smyrna, in their epistle to the church at Philo- 
milium, &c,, said, "This they said, being ignorant 
of this, that we can never forsake Christ, and that 
we can worship no other; for we worship Christ as 
the Son of God, the martyrs we love as disciples 
9nd followers of the Lord."* 

About the time of Sylvester I., who lived A. D. 
314, a council was so far from worshipping images, 
that "they would not have any pictures in the 
churches, l^st that which is worshipped or adored 

^ f^i^^seb. Eccles. Histor. lib. 4. cap. 15^ 
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should be painted on walls.''^ Also, about the year 
700, a synod at Constantinople (which the Greeks 
call the seventh,) not only condemned the worship 
of images, but also images themselves, and that they 
should be cast out of churches. Gregory, bishop 
of NeocsBsarea (not the ancient of that title, but 
another since him)^ wrote a book against images, 
which was read and approved by this council, and 
inserted into the synodical acts as a common de- 
cree; in which book there are testimonies of Scrip- 
ture and fathers against the idolatry of images^ and 
that they would not allow any image or picture of 
Christ, but anathematized them that should draw 
his efiSgies in material colours, (Can. 8 — 13), and 
determined that there was one only image appointed 
by Christ, to wit, the blessed bread and wine in 
the eucharist [Lord's supper] which represent to 
us the body and blood of Christ. The second 
Nicene synod was against this, and for images, and 
a synod at Francfort Against the second council and 
their images.+ 

Pezelius gives us this account, that Leo III., em- 
peror, called a synod about the year 730, in which 
it was controverted, whether images were to be 
worshipped, &c. the issue whereof was that the 
fathers then present, (exeept only G^rmanus, who 

* l^kicuit, pictunw in. ecclesia esse non debere ; ne quod.coli^ 
tar, aut adoiatur, in parietibus depin^atur. Concil^ Eliber. Caj^ 
36. 

i Wirio. Catal.. Test YerM. pag., 7a, 74;, 
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therefore resigned^ and one Anadtasius was chosen 
an his room) condemned and subscribed, that the 
worshipping of images and relics was niere idola- 
try, contrary to the Scripture; and the intercession 
of saints a fable. The emperor put the decrees of 
the synod into execution, commanded the images 
to be brought into the midst of the city and burned; 
and the pictures on walls to be whited over, and so 
defaced; and wrote to pope Gregory III. (according 
to some, Gregory II.) and commanded him, as he 
would keep in his favour, to do the like. After him 
his son Constantinus, called Copronymus, out of his 
zeal, called a synod at Byzantium, A. D. 754, which 
is called the seventh general council, where were 
present 338 fathers, where the question was dis- 
cussed, whether it was lawful that images should so 
much as be in churches; they receiving the decrees 
of the first and second councils of Constantinople, 
Ephesus, Nice, and Chalcedon, determined with 
one consent, that all images should, as abominations, 
be cast away. Pezel. and Lampad. Mellific. Histor. 
par, 3. pag. 37, 41. 

IV. That Invocation of Angels and Saints is 
unlawfulj was taught long before Lutktr* 
3y the council of Laodieea which was about the 
year 364, according to Caranza, who, relating the 
canon I am to produce, ior Angelas reads twice 
Jlngulos, to evade the force of the counciPs canon> 
which he could not stand before; for which tiricks 
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of legerdemain their translations are little to be 
trusted to. See the Greek text 

'^ Christians ought not to fdrsake the church of 
God, and go and call upon angels, and gather assem- 
blies, which are forbidden; if therefore any shall be 
found giving himself to this secret idolatry, let him 
be accursed, because he hath forsaken our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and hath approached 
to idolatry/'* , 

The papists are so humble that they will not go 
to God, but have recourse to saints, to intercede for 
them. Who taught the contrary before Luther? 
Multitudes. One of which, because it is so much to 
the point, I will transcribe. Ambrose, who died 
A. D. 397, condemned those " who used such a mi- 
serable excuse, in that they think to go to God by 
these, as men go to a king by his nobles. Go to, 
is any man so mad or so unmindful of his salvation 
as to give the king's honour to a courtier? which if 
any do, are they not righteously condemned as guilty 
of treason ? And yet these do not think themselves 
to be guilty, who give the honour of the name of 
God to a creature, and forsaking the Lord, adore their 
fellow servants. For men go to the king by tri- 

. * 'en I ov ^ X^M^ifltyotfc vytaCJetxttTrm rtif ijcuKurutf rw B»v, *tu 

bifA.<t» 'cHi ryztttjtxurtr to» zu^tof i/jim *lM9'ovf X^M'tov, Toy ulof rov 
d-Mt/, KAt •lJWxe^«tTgiM v^ooTix^tf, Gonsil. Laodic. Can. 35. Co- 
diee Canonum Ecclei. Univers. Can. 139. 
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bunes or officers, becauise the king is but a m^n, ai^d 
knows not to whom to commit the State of the com- 
monwealth; but to procure the favour of God, (frOm 
whom nothing is hid, for he knows the works of all 
men) we need no spokesman, but a devout mind; 
for wheresoever such a one shall speak unto him, 
he will answer him/'* 

V. TViat there are but two Places for the Souls 
of Men after Deaths and consequently 7io Pur- 
gatory, was taught long before Luther. 

Augustin, born above a thousand years before 
Luther, taught, " That there is no middle place for 
any. He must needs be with the devil that is not 
with Christ/'t Again, "The catholic faith, rest- 
ing upon divine authority, believes the first place, 
the kingdom of heaven; and the second, hell; a 

* Solent tamen pudorem pasgi^ neglecti Dei ixiiBer& uti ezousQ- 
tione, dicentes per istos posse ire ad deum, sicuti per comites 
pervenitur ad regem. Age, nunquid tarn demens est aliquis, 
nut salutis sufiB immemor, ut honorificentiam regis yendieet 
comiti, cum de faac re m qui etiam tractate fuerint inventi, jur« 
ut rei damnentar majestatis? et isti se non putant reos, qui 
honorem nominis Dei deferunt creaturse, et relicto domino con- 
servos adorant. Nam ideo ad regem per tribunos aut comites 
itur, quia homo utique est rex, et nescit quibus debeat rempubli- 
oam credere. Ad Deum autem (quern utique nihil ktti, 
omnium enim merita novit) promerendum suftagatore noil 
opus est) sed raente devota^ Ubiounque enim talis loquutui 
fiierit ei, respondebit illi. Ambros. in Roman, c. 1. 

t August de Pec. Merit, et Remis. 1. 1. o. 88; 
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tbird we ve wholly iguoraet of/'* Agiin^ ^^ What 
^br^hwn 39^^ tP the rich ma» in L,uk^ * That t^g 
righteoi|{?, thqugb they wAald,,cajiiK)t gp,ip the place 
i!y;here tt^e wicked are: tojjmented;' what, does; it> 
mean, bat that the godly can afibrd no. help of mer- 
cy, though they would, to those that aj:e shut qp in 
prison after this life, that they should come out 
from thence, and that through the upchangeablenesa 
of God's judgmentP'^t Again, "There is no place; 
for the ainending of our ways but in this life ; for 
after this life every one shall receive according to; 
what he seeks, after in this; therefore the love of 
mankind constrains us to intercede for sinnieirs, lest 
by punishment they so end this life,, that thein life 
being ended, their punishment never ends.'' Ano- 
ther, '^Whatsoever state or condition, whether 
good or bad, a man is taken in when he dies, so 
must he abide for ever; for he shall either rest in 
eternal happiness with the saints and the Lord 
Christ, or shall be tormented in darkness with the 
wicked and the devil."$ This cannot be purgatory, 
for the papists do not say that the wicked, or the 
devils are in. purgatory, but. in bell 

VI. Th.at the Marriage of Ministers was law- 
Jul, was taught long before Luther, 

hoj^g before indeed; for the sixth oftheCaup- 

* Idem^ Queet. £¥»ng. lib, 3. cap.. 38. , 
t Idem, ad Maced. Epist. 54. 
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pofled) apostolical canons^ owned by the church of 
Rome^ is in these words^ '^ Let not a bishop or a 
presbyter, upon pretence of religion, put away his 
wife; but if he do, let him be excommunicated; if 
he shall persist therein, let him be deposed.'^* 

The council at Ancyra also decreed, " That such 
as in their ordination declared their purpose to mar- 
ry, if they did so, should continue in their minis- 
try.^'t Another council, about the year 300, de- 
creed, " That if any should judge, that he ought not 
to partake of the oblation from a married presbyter, 
let him be accursed.'' f And the first general coun- 
cil at Nice, that had this under debate after Paphnu- 
tius had delivered his judgment about it, left it at 
every minister's liberty to marry, or not marry, as 
they should see cause;§ which the Romanists' canon 
law also sets down. Likewise this is fully stated in 
the sixth general council, ^*That the lawful mar- 
riages of holy men should be valid, but whosoever 
is found diligent should no way be hindered from 
that office, because of living with his lawful wife. 
Therefore if any shall presume, contrary to the 
apostle's rules, to deprive any presbyters or deacons, 
of communion with their lawful wives, let him be 

* Caranz. Bum. Concil. p. 14. 

t Concil. Ancyran. Can. 10. Codicd vero Can. Eccles. Uni- 
vera. Can. 30. 

t Codex Can. Eccles. Univera. Can. 63. Concil. Gangrens, 
Can. 4. 

§ Corp. Jur. Canon. DifltiUi 31* c. Nictena Synodus. 
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deposed." Well said! and if this could have been 
put into execution, the pope would have been down 
long before now, or mended his tyrannical dealings; 
and yet this stands in their canon law,^ and they act 
quite contrary to it. Tbere being so many councils, 
and so many ancient fathers in all these councils, I 
need not look for more, to tell you who taught this 
doctrine before Luther. 

VII. Communion in both kinds was taught long 
before Luther. 
By Ignatius; "One bread is broken to all, and 
one cup distributed to all.^t And by Justin Mar- 
tyr; " They give to every one that is present, of 
the consecrated bread and wine, as Christ com- 
manded them.'^t And by Cyprian; " How do we 
invite them to shed their blood for Christ in the 
confession of his name, if when they set forth to 
fight for him, we deny them his blood? How shall 
we fit them for the cup of martyrdom, if before, 
we admit them not by right of communion, to drink 
of the Lord^s cup in his churcb?"§ In another 
place thus; " Because some men out of ignorance, 

* Jas Canon, pars prim, distinct. 31. €. quoniam in Roman. 
t £ic Kdt ^(loe rote irato'tf id-gt;^, km Iv ^r^wgiey to/c oxott StvnfMh 
^j(. Igo^t. ad Pbilad. 

ttprotf »«i oiyov »eu v^ttros xti^etf yretft^atmetf iVTfTetKd'eti etutoic lua-euv. 
Just. Apol. 2. in fine. 
§ Cyprian. Epist. 54. 

K 
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OS* simplicity y in sanctifying the cup of the Lcnrd, and 
nuAAstmng it to the people, da not that wiuch Chmt 
the institutor thereof did and taught, I tliOQ^ it 
both matter of religi<m and necesnty, to acquaint 
you herewith by letters, that if any one is held in 
that error, the li^t of truth being now discovered to 
him, be might return to the root and beginning of 
our Lord's institution,"* &c. Fully and plainly by 
Chrysostom, " That the people have as good a title 
*o the cup as tile miniver. Sometimes, and in some 
things, there is no difference between the people and 
the priest, as in the participation of the dreadful 
mysteries; for all are equally admitted to them. In 
the time of the old law, it was not lawful for the 
people to eat of those things of which the priests 
ale; but it is not so now, for one body is offered td 
all, amd one cup/'* 

I must quote here the doctrine (^ Leo tiie Great, 
who was a bishop of Rome, A. I>. 440, and yet 
oounted it sacrilege not to have the cup received by 
the people. He says thus, speaking of tiie Mani- 
diees; " And when, to ^over their infiddity, they 
dare be present at our mysteries, they so carry 
themselves at the communion of the sacrament, that 
they may the more safely lie hid; they take the 
body of Christ with their unworthy mouths, but 

• Cyprian. Epist. 63. 

«t\x«t «r«o-flr iy a-mjiAA 4r^i/7«i, k<u ^oh^toif ly. ChryBOBt. in 2. Cor. 
Horn. 18. 
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they altogether dedme the drinking of the blood of 
oor redemption; which I would have jou to know, 
that these men, by this mark, may be made mani-' 
fest, aad their sacrilegious simulation be discomer- 
ed; and that, being marked, they may, by priest^ 
ly authority, be driven from the society of the 
saints."* &c. 

Because in councils there are many witnesses at 
onecy let us hear them. The council at Ancyra, 
held, A. D. 308, (which, though but provincial, yet as 
Caranza says, was confirmed by the general council 
at Nice)y decreed, Can. 2: <^that deacons that had 
sacrificed to idols, should not deliver the bread nor 
the cup in the sacramenf Whence it i^pears that 
iB that age the cup was given as well as the bread.< 
And the council at Neocesarea, confirmed also hy 
the Nicene council. Can. 13. decreed, "That the 
country priests, in the i^esence of the bishcq), or 
presbyt€9*a of the city, sfaoald not give the bread, 
oor reach the cup; but if they were absent, they 
alone shoukl do it" At the general council i^ 
Chalcedon> consisting of 630 fathers, the seventh ae* 

* Cumque ad tenendum infidelitatem luam nostris audeant 
interesse mysteriis, ita in sacramentorum communione se tem- 
perant, at interdom tatias lateant; ore indi^no Christi corpus 
•BCiphmt; Bangoineiii ftiftem redmotioiiis iiottre havrirb onmhio 
decUnant. Q^ood ideo veBtram volumus scire sanctitateiB, ul 
vobis hujascemodi homines^ et his manifestentur indiciis, et 
quoram deprehensa fuerit sacrilega simulatio, notati et proditi, 
k sanctoram soci«tate, .safierdotali antcmtate p«^antur, &c. — 
Leo 1. de Quadniges. Serm. 4. 
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cusatidn brought against Iba, bishop of Edessa^ wac^ 
" That there was not sufficient quantity of wine pro- 
vided, so that those who administered, were con* 
strained to go to the taverns for more/'* But why 
this complaint, if the peo{^e were not to drink as well 
as to eat ? This being a general council, it seems, 
that through the whole church the cup was given 
to the laity. This was about the year 451, in the 
time of Leo I. In the third Toletan council it was 
decreed, that through all the churches of Spain and 
Gallicia, " the creed should be repeated with a loud 
voice, and the people make profession of their faith, 
before they receive the body and blood of Chrisf 
At the council of Ilerda, it was decreed, " That the 
clergy that deliver Christ's body and blood, should 
abstain from all men's blood, even of their enemies/'t 
I will add one more testimony of one of their bi- 
shops of Rome, full and good protestant doctrine, 
which I find in their decretals. Gelasius, who was 
bishop of Rome, (for as yet there were no popes 
properly, as they now use the word,) in the year 
492, says thus, " We have found that certain hav- 
ing received a portion of the sacred body, abstain 
from the cup of his sacred blood, being entangled 
with I know not what superstition. Let them either 
receive the whole sacrament, or else let them be 
wholly excluded from receiving, because the divi- 
sion of one and the self-same mystery cannot be 

^ ConcU. Chalced. apud Sarium, torn. 2, act 10. 
t Concil. Herd. Can. I. apud Magdeburg. Cent. 6. p. 467. 
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without grievoui laciilege.''^ Well said, Gela- 
siut! Hear it, ye papists, who ask, who pccached 
our doctrine before Luther? Gelasius, bishop of 
Rome,, taught of old that the not partaking in both 
kinds, is 1, superstition; 2, a maiming or hairing of 
the sacrament; 3, that it is grand sacrilege. Was 
your bishop in his chair when he thus determined ? 
and yet will you neither believe that he erred, nor 
yet give the cup to the people, though he ir\faHibly 
dictated this to be a duty? Surely he erred in say- 
ing so, or you err in not doing so. 

yill. That in the LorcTs, Supper after consecrar 
tioUi there is true and real Bread, and true and 
real Wine, was a Doctrine taught by many 
long h^ore Luther. 

By Tertullian; << Christ taking the bread and dis- 
tributing it to his disciples, made it his body, say- 
ing, ^This is my body,' that is [mark this] a figure 
of my body.^'t By Augustine, who brings in our 
Saviour speaking after this manner, ^^ Ye shall not 
eat this body which ye see, nor drink that blood 

which they shall ished that will crucify me: I have 
f 

* Comperimoi autem, quod quidam sumpU tantummodo cor- 
poria faori portione a calico sacri oruoris abetineaat. Qai pro- 
cul dubio (quonjam nescio qua Bupentitione docentur obstriafi) 
aut Integra laeramenta percipiant, aut ab iAtegna arceamtur, 
quia difUAo unius ejosderaque mytterii sine grandi laerilegio 
non potest proveaire. Corpoa jur. Can. Decret. pars 3. Distinct 3» 

t Hoc est corpus meum, i. e. figura corporis mei. Tert. adv. 
Mate. L 4. 
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commended a certain sacrament to you^ which being 
spirituijly understood will quicken you/'* By 
GelasiuSy saying, "The sacraments which we re- 
ceive of the body and blood of Christ, are a divine 
thing, by means whereof we are made partakers of 
the divine nature, and yet the substance or nature 
of bread and wine does not cease to be, and indeed 
the image and the similitude of the body and blood 
of Christ, are celebrated in the action of the mys- 
teries.''t 

By Ambrose; "How can that which is bread, 
by consecration, be the body of Christ? By the 
words of Christ. What words of Christ? By which 
all things were made. The Lord commanded, and 
the heaven was made; the Lord commanded, and 
the earth and the sea were made. Seest thou then 
bow powerful is the word of Christ? If therefore 
there be such virtue in the words of our Lord to 
make those things that were not, to begin to be, 
how much more powerful is his word, that they 
remain the same they were, and yet be changed 
into another thing ?"$ 

* Non hoc corpus quod videtis manducaturi estis, et bibituri 
ilium sanguinem, quem fusuri sunt, qui me crucifigent ; sacra- 
mentum aliquod vobis commendavi: spiritualiter intellectum, 
vivificabit tqs. August, in Psal. 98. 

t CertasaeramentaquiBSumimus corporis et sanguinis Christt 
divina res est, et tamen esse non desinit substantia vel natura 
panis et vini. Gelasi. de Duab. Natur. in Christ contra Eu- 
tychien. 

t Si ergo tanta vis est in sermone Domini Jesu, ut inoiperent 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE NOVBLTY OF POPEKY. 115 

This author acknowledges a change, but not a 
transubstantiating change, for he expressly says, 
"They are what they were.*' It was bread and 
wine before, and therefore though set apart for holy 
use, yet not changed into another nature, so as, for 
substance, to cease to be what they were. And he 
instances the change which takes place in conver- 
sion. We are made new creatures, but not by being 
changed into a new substance, but our souls are set 
upon right objects, &c. And when the objection is 
made, " But I do not see blood in kind,'' he replies, 
"But it has the likeness or similitude of it; and 
thou drinkest that which has the resemblance of the 
priecious blood of Christ" This was taught then 
above a thousand years before Luther by this iather. 
And so it was by Chrysostom also, who says, " If 
it be perilous to put these hallowed vessels to pri« 
vateuse, in which is not the true body of Christ, 
but the mystery of his body is contained therein, 
how much more,"* &e. 

esse quee non erant; quanto magis operatorius est, ut SINT 
QU^ ERANT et in aHud comnrutentur? Tu ipse eras, sed 
eras vetus creatara ; posteaquam consecratus es, nova creatura 
esse coepisti. Sed forte dicis, speciem sanguinis non video. 
Sed habet similitudinem. Similittidinem preciosi sanguinis bibis. 
Ambros. de Sacram. lib. 4. cap. 4. edit, (mihi) Paris, 15Q9. 
* Chrysost in Mat. torn, postr. % Horn. 11. 
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IX. 7%a/ the Bishop of Some was not the Uni- 
"versal Head of the Catholic Churchy nor the 
Judge in whose definitive sentence all were 
bound to acquiesce^ was taught long b^ore 
Luther, 

In the second century after Christ, there were 
six councib, proyincial only, the cause* of which 
was the difference about the feast of Easter. Ire^ 
nseus,* president of the synod in France, wrote to 
Victor, then bishop of Rome, and sharply repre- 
hended him for going about to sever from the unity 
in communion all the churches of Asia; which did 
not pkase all the bishops. So Eusebius. In the 
y^r 418 was the sixth council of C^brthage, which 
resisted three popes one after another. About the 
year 450 the council of Chakedon withstood Leo, 
then bishop of Rome, in the question of supremacy* 

illlyricus, upon his word, affirms, that he saw an 
epistle of the bishops of France and Crermany (writ-> 
ten by Aventinus) to Anastasius, bishop of Rome, 
and others of his accomplices, the sum whereof 
was, to admonish the pope and those bishops of 
Italy that sided with him, to let them alone, and 
not proceed to exercise their tyranny over them. 
The whole epistle is to be found in lUyricus, Catal. 
Test Verit. pag. 41. 

The bishops also of Belgia, about the year 860, 

* Euseb. Histor. Eccleti. lib. 5. cap. 23, 26. et lib. 7. cap. &. 
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contested with the pope. Their epistle to pope 
Nicolas I. is taken by Illyricus out of Aventinus; 
in the close of which epistle they declare that for 
the causes beforementioned : "They would not 
stand to his decrees, nor hear his voice, nor fear his 
thundering bulls. Thou condemnest them that obey 
not the decrees of the senate. We assault thee with 
thine own weapon, that despisest the decree of our 
Lord God. The Holy Spirit is the author of all 
the churches which are spread both far and near; 
the city of our God, whose free denizens we are, is 
greater than that city which by the holy prophets 
is called Babylon, which exalts herself to heaven, 
and falsely glories that she never has erred, nor can 
err."* 

Ludovicus, the emperor, son of Charles the Gr^t, 
and the nobles and clergy in his time, did not own 
the bishop of Rome to have that headship and power 
which they now claim and usurp ; when by his own 
authority, without any mention of the pope, he as- 

* Hisce de causis, cum fratribus nostris et collegia, neque 
eiiictis tuis stamus, neque yooem tuam agnoscimus, neque tuaa 
buUas tonitruaque tua timemus; tu eos qui senatiis consultis 
non parent, impietatis condemnas. Nos tuo te ense jugulamus, 
qui edictum Domini Dei nostri conspuiSj^-Spiritus Sanctus autor 
est omnium ecclesiarum, quk longissime et latissiroe terrarmn 
9rl>is porrigitur. Ciyitas Dei nostri, cujus municipes sumus, 
major est urbe, quae Babylonia k sacris yatibus appellatur, quie 
— cobIo se squat, neque unquam se errasse, aut errare posse 
mendaciter gloriatur. Ulyric. Catal. Test Verit. (ex Aventin.) 
pag. 80. 
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sembled several couneils. Besides othea^, he eaHed 
four several syiuKls for tbe reformation of tbe 
ehurcb of FraBoe, viz. at Mentz^ ait Paris, al Lyons, 
and at Tocilouse, to inquire what was held answera* 
ble or contrary to the reveailed will of God, and 
if^Aieirein they depM*ted from the Holy Scriptare. 
He was so famous for the churches good pro^ired 
by him, that Platina, bewailing the most horribte 
wickedness of the popes and their clergy in his 
days, cries out, "0 Ludovice, utinaan nunc viverea." 
Ludovicus, I wish thou wert now alive..* 

H^emar, ardibishop of Rheims, openly pub- 
lisbed,. <<That it was not lawful for the inferior 
bishops, upon any public or general occaston, to 
consult the pope, unless they had first advised there^ 
of with their own arcbbkshops; that it was needless 
for arefabiahopato expect resolutions from the see of 
Rraie concerning siich things as are already sen- 
tenced, in H(dy Scriptiirey in i\ie councils, canotw 
and decrees of the church.'' He expounded those 
words, Tu es Petrus, thou art Peter, thus, " Upon 
thifr sure and solid confession of &ith which thou 
hast msde, will I build my church.'' And as touch- 
ing the power of binding and loosing, he wrote to 
the pope himself, Leo IV., *" That that power was 
pasBod and derived from St Peter, and from the 
rest of the apostles, to all the chief heads of the 
church; and that St Peter's privilege took place 

* lUyric. Catal. p. 86. 
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only wh^^e men jadgc aoeordang to the equity of 
St Peter, and is of force wheresoever that equity-is 
used/^* If Luther bad now been born, (as he wai 
not for many hundred years after) this would ha^vie 
been called Luther's doctrine. 

Likewise when Leo IV. encroached upon the 
lOhurch of Germany, Luitbpert, arckbishopof Mentz, 
wrtting to Lewis, king of Germany, speaks much 
against the pope, saying, ^^ That the church's bead 
ached, and if speedy remedy were not taken, it 
would <j[uick1y distil upon the members.'' 

Arnulphus, in a synod held at Rheinvs, noted the 
pope to be aaticbristjt saying, " What, reverend 
fathers, what I say think you him to be, who sitteth 
thus on a lofty throne, in purple robes, and glitter- 
ing gold ? Certainly, if he be void of <;barity, lifted 
and puffed up only with knowledge, he is aiiti* 
Christ, sitting in the temple of God ; but if fee w»at 
both charity and knowledge, then he is an idol ; 



* Magdeb. Centur. 9. pag. 338. Proceres regni affirmare, 
i&c{ait, ilia nova et inaadita case, quod papa velit sibi de jur6 
regnorum jodicia sumere ; non posse eum simul episcopom et 
regem esse, &c. Uincmar. Apud Magd. Cent. 9. p. 356. Monet 
pontificem ne tarn temere exoommunicationes prsBcipiat. Sed 
patiatur causae diHgentius in suia proyinciis cognosci, et juzta 
eaaonea dijudioari. Hincmar. Magd. Cen. 9. p. 524. Laithpert, 
Otgariuf, Gantheraa,NCoIonienBis, Thetgondus, Treveresiis, et 
•Hi Episoopi Belgici graviter tyiannidani Rom. Pont, redargo- 
unt. Magd. Cent. 9. p. 336. Item Eo^Iesis Grtecortmiy et Im- 
jAratores contoa Papam, vide Ma^. Centur.. 9. 340, 341. 

* See Magdeb. Cent. 16. p. 486—489. 



Digitized 



by Google 



120 THE NOVELTT OF POFEBY. 

and to seek to him for answer is to inquire of mar- 
ble stones/' 

Theophylact, archbishop of the Bulgarians, ex- 
pounding these words, [Upon this rock will I build 
my church,] made no mention of the pope of Rome, 
saying, " That confession that Peter made, should 
become the foundation of the faithful, in such sort 
that every man that would build the house, must 
necessarily put this confession for his foundation/' 
Of the power of the keys he said, " Though it were 
only said to Peter, To thee will I give, &c., yet 
that power was once given to all the apostles, when 
he said. Whose sins ye remit, they shall be remit- 
ted/'* 

Famous is the history of Otho,t who assembled a 
great synod in the church of St. Peter at Rome, of 
archbishops, and bishops in Rome, from Milan, 
Ravenna, Germany and France; to which pope 
John XIII. would not come; to whom a letter was 
sent by the emperor, that he would make his ap- 
pearance to answer to the things of which he was 
accused (and they were very many and very hei- 
nous)} to which letter he returned this answer; " I 

* Theoph. in Mar. c. 16. et Joh. 20. 

t Magd. Centur. 10. de Synod, pag. 433, &c. 

t Johannes 13. venationibus magis quam orationibus vacabat, 
et mnlta alia audita indigna de eo dicantur. Caranz. Sum. 
Concil. pag. 787. In hoc Concilio, objectis in Johannem crimi- 
nibns, homicidii, perjurii, sacrilegii, incestus, aliorumqae ne- 
fandorum scelerum, &c. — Luitprand, apud Baron, in Spend. 
Epitom. in annum, 963. 
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hear say you mean to create another pope, which if 
you do, I excommunicate you by the Omnipotent 
God, that you have no power to ordain any, nor to 
celebrate the mass/' When this letter was reading, 
the archbishop of Trevers, and other bishops of 
Lorrain, Liguria, and Emilia came in, by whose 
advice the emperor and synod sent this answer: 
"That they made light of his excommunication, 
and they would return it upon himself; for when 
Judas had become a murderer, he could tie none but 
himself, strangling himself with a halter.'^ — Otho 
deposed pope John, and took into his hands the no- 
minating and making of popes afterwards. As yet 
emperors were not come to wait barefoot at the 
pope's palace, nor to hold his stirrups. 

When the pope, A. D. 996, sent a cardinal into 
France to consecrate a church there, the prelates of 
France hearing of it, "judged it to be sacrilegious 
presumption, proceeding from blind ambition, that 
he should transgress apostolical and canonical or- 
ders, especially being confirmed by many autho- 
rities/'* 

Gregory VII., strifctly forbidding priests to mar- 
ry, writes to the princes of Germany, " That they 
should not frequent the masses of married priests :"t 

* Glaber. Historiarum, lib. 2. cap. 4. Baron. Annales, Ann. 
996. 

I* Adversus Hildebrandi Decretum (quo magnd severitate 
sacerdotum conjuginm damnabat per unirersmn Christianum 
orbem) infremuit tota factio dericoruni ; hominem plane hae- 
L 
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bat yet the \n§ha^ in Qermutj rrfiinpJ to yiald ta 
thM.dacveey or to depase these priesto that wece mu^ 
riedy defendioig themsdyes by the aotbority of the 
Scripture^ aBcieat eouncik^and the primitiye ohurA ; 
adding thereto^ ^ That the commaodoietit of God, 
and human necessity directly oppugned the pope's 
decree/' They long continued to defend their U- 
herty^ insomuch that, seeing neither reason, nor 
prayer, oor disputation would serve the turn, the 
clergy consulting together what to do; some ad- 
vised, not to return again to the synod, others to 
return and thrurt out the archbishop from his seat^ 
and give him due punishment of death for his de- 
servings, that by the example of him, others might 
be warned hereafter, never to attempt that thing any 
more to the prejudice of the church, and the right- 
ful liberty of ministers. The archbishop spake 
them fair, and bade them be of good hope; he 
would send again to Hildebrand (the pope) and they 
should have what would content their minds; will- 
ing them, in the mean time, to continue as they 
had done, in their cure and ministry. The next year 

reiicum, et vesani dogrmatis esse clamitans.— -Naoclems, vol. 2. 
Oenerat. 36. apud Magd- cent. 11. p. 389. Quod sacerdotibus 
connubiis interdixit Hildeb. Pontifex, plerisque episcopis no- 
▼um dogrma, omnium maxime pestifera heeresis, qas nnqaam 
Christianum perturbasset regnum, visa est. Qaamobrem Ita- 
li», GermanisB, GallisB pontifices, Hildeb. contra pietatem 
Christianaro, yerbis, factis agere, facere decernunt; eandem ani- 
bitas, hcreseos, impietatis, saerilegii condenmant Avent Hb. 
5. Annal. lllyric. Catal.«t Mag. cent. 11. pag. 369. 
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tbepope sent bisbop Curiensis as legate to the arch- 
Ushop of MentZy aod assembled again a couneil, 
where the clergy were oomnuinded, under pain ^ 
the pope's ourse^ to renounce their wives or their 
livings. The clergy still defended their cause with 
great constancy. In the end it broke forUi into 
such a tumult, that the legate and archbishop hardly 
escaped with their lives. After this, the churches 
would choose their ministers themselves, and not 
send them to the bishops (the enemies of ministers' 
marriage) to be confirmed and inducted; but put 
them to their office without knowledge or leave of 
the bishop. 

The pope wrote also about this matter to Otho, 
bishop of Constance; but this bishop would neither 
separate those that were married, from their wives, 
nor yet forbid them to marry that were unmarried. 

The clergy of France stoutly opposed the pope's 
bull for the excommunicating of married priests 
that would not divorce their wives, declaring their 
reasons from the word of God, from councils, and 
from the necessity of nature; and resolved to lose 
tlieir benefices, rather than put away their wives; 
saying, moreover, "If married priests would not 
please the pope, he must ciall to angels from heaven 
to serve the churches."* But if these clergymen 
would not be at the pope's beck, neither would the 
angels in heaven; whatever other angels might dp. 

* Fox, Acts and Mon. vol. 1. pag. 237. 
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In the pope's proceeding against Henry, the em- 
peror, he was opposed by the council at Worms, in 
wKich were the bishops, not only of Saxony, but of 
the whole empire of the Germans, who agreed and 
concluded upon the deposing of Hildebrand; and 
Roulandus* was sent to Rome, who, in the name of 
the council, commanded the pope to yield up his 
seat. 

This same pope was again judged and condemned 
by another council held at Brixia, where were di- 
vers bishops of Italy, Lombardy and Germany, 
in which condemnation is recited amongst other 
things, " his usurping authority over the emperor, 
and taking away and forbidding the marriage of 
priests." 

Towards the end of the year 1000, (when there 
were again two popes at once, Urban and Clement 
III.) William Rufus,t king of England, would suf- 
fer no appeal from England to the pope of Rome, 
as it was not lawful to do from the time of William 
the Conqueror. And when Anselm, archbishop of 
Canterbury, appealed to Rome, the king charged 
him with treason for so doing. All the bishops of 

* Roulandus sacerdos, literas imperatoris deferens, absque 
omni salutationis honore, tibi (Hildebrandum compellans) in- 
quit, imperator, et Italiee, Galliee, Germanieeque episcopi, prsB- 
cipiunt, ut te, munere quod astu, pecunid, gratis occupasti, ab- 
dices. Non enim verus pastor, noque pater, neque pontifez 
es, sed fur, lupus, latro et tyrannus. — Aventin. lib. 5. An. Magd. 
Cent. 11. p. 425. 

t Fox, Acts and Mon. vol. 1, p. 242. 
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the reajm stood on tiie king's side against Anselm ; 
though Anselm pleaded hard, saying? ^^ Should I 
forswear Saint Peter, I should deny Christ.^' But 
all the rest of the bishops disowned any appeal from 
Ekigiand to Rome. 

About the year 1105, two famous bishops of 
Mentz, named Henry and Christian^ recorded to be 
very virtuous and well-disposed, were cruelly and 
tyrannically dealt with by the pope. Henry would 
make no appeal to the pope, but said, ^^ I appeal to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, as to the most high and ju^ 
judge, and cite you (the two cardinals that had done 
him wrong) before his judgment, there to answer me 
before the high judge/'* Upon which, they scoffing- 
ly said, " Go you before first, and we will follow 
after.'' Not long after the same Henry died, wh^e- 
of the two persecuting cardinals having intelligence, 
said one to another jestingly, '^ Behold, he is gone 
before, and we must follow after according to our 
promise." A little after they both died in one day. 

About this time the bishop of Florence taught 
and preached that antichrist was now manifest; for 
which pope Paschalis burned his bookB.t 

At this time also historians mention two more 
famous preachers, Gerhardus and Dulcinus Navar- 
ensis, who earnestly laboured and preached against 
the church of Rome, defending and maintaining 



* Acts and Mon. vol. 1, p. 254. 
t Acts and Mon. 254. 
1.2 
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" that prayer was not more holy in one place than 
in another; that the pope was antichrist; that the 
clergy and prelates of Rome were reprobates, and 
she the very whore of Babylon spoken of in the 
Revelations.*' These two brought thirty more with 
them into England, who by the king and prelates 
were all burnt in the forehead, and so driven out of 
the realm, and after that were slain by the pope. 

At this time also in the city of Toulouse, there 
was a great multitude of men and women whom the 
pope's commissioners persecuted and condemned 
for heretics; of whom some were scourged naked, 
some chased away. One of the articles they main- 
tained was, that the bread in the sacrament, after 
consecration, was not the very body of the Lord.* 

In Germany also, Robert Abbot, of Duits, preached 
against the pope's jurisdiction as to temporal do- 
minion, and interpreted that place, "Thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock will I build my church," to be 
understood concerning Christ, &c. 

Besides these, Peter Bruis, A. D. 1126, and after 
him his disciple Henry, A. D. 1 147, in France, drew 
many provinces from the church of Rome, preached 
against transubstantiation, the sacrifice of the mass, 
su£frages and oblations for the dead, purgatory, 
worshipping of images, invocation of saints, single 
life of priests, pilgrimages, superfluous holy days, 
consecration of water, oil, frankincense, &c. The pope 

* Fox, Acts and Mon. vol. 1, p. 299. 
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and his prelates they called "princes of Sodom ;*' 
the church of Rome they termed "Babylon, the 
mother of fornication and confusion/^ This Peter 
Bruis preached the word of God among the people 
of Toulouse for the space of twenty years, with 
great commendation, and at last was burned.* 

I must but name Honorius, bishop of Augusta, 
who set out the iniquity and wickedness of the 
church of Rome to the life; recited largely by Du- 
plessis, My St. of Iniq. p. 294. And Nordbertus, A. 
D. 1125, who protested to Bernard, that antichrist 
he knew certainly would be revealed in this pre- 
sent generation. And John of Sarisbury,t who, 
visiting the pope, was asked by him, " What men 
thought of the pope, and of the Roman church," 
and told him to his face, " They say the pope is a 
burden to all, and almost intolerable." And much 
more. 

Did the papists never hear of the Waldenses, or 
have they not been vexed with their doctrine before 
Luther was born, that they ask where was our doc- 
trine and religion before Luther? 

Did the council of Constance condemn the doc- 
trines of Wickliffe and Huss as erroneous, and was 
there such a noise about them, and yet did not the 
church of Rome hear of our doctrines (then owned 
by them) before Luther? They^san never make us 
believe it 

* Petr. Cluniacens. lib. 1. Epist. 1 et 2. 

f Joh. Sariflbur. in Policr. lib. 6. cap. 24. Dupless. 319. 
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Let Rainerius, a friar, writing of the Waldenses, 
or Pauperes de Lugduno, satisfy them, who says^ 
« Among all the sects that are or ever will be, none 
Gan be more pernicious to the church of Grod [he 
means the church of Rome] than that of Lyons." 
And he gives tKese three reasons, 1. " Because it 
has continued a longer time than any. Some say 
that it has been ever since the time of Sylvester; 
others say from the times of the apostles. 2. Be- 
cause it is more general^ for there is almost no coun- 
try into which this sect has not Crept. 3. Because 
all others procure horror by their blasphemies 
against God; this of the Lyonists has a great ap- 
pearance of piety, inasmuch as they live uprightly 
before men, and put their trust in God in all things, 
and observe all the articles of the creed; only they 
blaspheme the church of Rome, and hold it in con- 
tempt, and therein they are easily believed by the 
people.'^* A fair confession for a papist! So that 



** Inter omnes has sectas qusB adhuc sunt, yel fuerunt, non est 
perniciosior ecclesiee quam Leonistaram ; et hoc tribusde causis; 
prima eft, quia est diuturnior, aliqui enim cticmrt, quod duravH 
k tempore Sylvestri ; aliqui a tempore apostolonun. Secunda, 
quia est greneralior, fere enim nulla est terra, in qua heec secta 
non sit Tertia, quia cum alisB omnes sect® immanitate bias- 
pbemiarum in Denm, aiidientibus horrorem indncunt^ hee majr. 
nam hab«t speeiem pietatis, e6 quod coram h(Miiinib>iiB jaili 
Tivant, et bene omnia de Deo credant, et omnes artieuloa qui in 
symbolo continentur, solum modo Romanam ecclesiam blasphe- 
mant et /slerum, cui multitude laicomm facilis est ad creden. ^ 
dum. Rainer. Cont. hisr. cap, 4. 
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you see, they can tell if they will, where and when, 
and by whom, our doctrines were taught before 
Luther; but they use this question to beguile the 
ignorant people, "Where was your religion before 
Luther ?'' 

And Jacobus, of Riberia, acknowledges that the 
Waldenses had continued a long time. " The first 
place,'' says he, "they lived in was in Narbonne, 
in France, and in the diocese of Albie, Rhodes, 
Cahors, &c.; and at that time, there was little or no 
estimation of such as were called priests, bishops, 
and ministers of the church; for being very simple, 
and ignorant almost of all things, it was very easy 
for them, through the excellency of their learning 
and doctrine, to get to themselves the greatest credit 
among the people; and inasmuch as the Waldenses 
disputed more subtilely than all others, they were 
often admitted by the priests to teach openly, not 
that they approved their opinions, but because they 
were not comparable to them in wit. In so great 
honour was the sect of these men, that they were 
both exempted from all charges and impositions, 
and obtained more benefits by the wills and testa- 
ments of the dead, than the priests.'' 

Rainerius says of them, " that they had translated 
the Old and New Testament into the vulgar tongue. 
They teach and learn it so well, that I have seen 
and heard a country clown recite Job word for word, 
and divers others that could perfectly repeat all the 
New Testament" 
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, The doctrines 'that these Wsddenses taught before 
liuther, ate the same that the reformed churches 
BOW hoiiL i« That only the Holy Scripture is to 
bee believod' in matters ' of salvation;. 2, That all 
things are contained in Holy Scripture, necessary to 
sdiiration, and nothing to be admitted in religion, but 
prhat is commanded in the word of God. 3. That 
thene isone only Mediator; other saints in no wise 
to be made mediators^ or to be invoked. 4. That, 
there is no purgatory. 5. That masses sung for the 
4ead. are wicked. 6. All traditions to be rejected^ 
at^ least as necessary to salvation. 7. That differ- 
enees of meats, variety of degrees and orders of 
priests^ friar% monks^ and nuns, superfluous holy 
days^ aendi pilgrimages, with all the rabblement of 
riles and cenemtmies brought in by man, are to be 
abolished. 6. That the supremacy of the pope over 
ati churches, and kings and emperors, is to be de* 
nied. 9. That the* communion in both kinds is 
necessary to all people. 10. That the church of 
Siome is very Babylon, and the pope antiohrisl; 
lU That the pope's pardons and indulgences are to 
be rejected. 1^. That the marriage of ministers is 
lawful, &c. Their dbctrines are related by JSneas 
Sifrlvius, afterwards pope, not their best friend. But 
the English reader might find them in the Book of 
Martyrs.^ Luther began the reformation in the 
yeflar 1517; these preached this doctrine before the 

* iEneas Sylvius, Bohemica Historia de Waldensium Do^- 
matibiis. Fox, Acts and Mon. vol. 1. pag. 299,' 300. 
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ye«r 1200; cooiequently oor doctrine was before 
Luther. 

It would be endlese to give an account of partki»» 
lar doctors, who opposed the doctrine of the choreh 
of Rome, and maintained tbe doctrines we r^eive. 
I might mention Almaricus, a doctor of Paris, who 
suffered martyrdom for withstanding altars, images, 
invocation of saints, and transubstantiation. Also 
Everard,* an archbishop in Germany, in an assenoh' 
bly of bishops at Regensburg, gave his judgment 
of the bishop of Rome. ^^ Hildebrand," said he, 
^^ under colour of religion, laid the foundation of the 
kingdom of antichrist. These priests of Babylon 
will reign alone; they can bear no equal; they will 
never rest, till they have trampled all things undeif 
their fieet, and sit in the temple of God, and be 
exalted above all that is worshipped. ^ He who is 
the servant of servants,' covets to be Lord of lords, 
as if he were God; his brethren's counsels, yea, and 
the counsel of his Master, he despises. He speaks 
great things, as if he were God; in his breast he 
casts new devices, whereby to raise a kingdom to 
himself; he changes laws, and confirms his own; 
he defiles, plucks down, spoils, deceives, murders. 
Thus that child of perdition (whom they use to call 
antichrist), in whose forehead is written the name 
of blasphemy, I AM GOD, I cannot err, sits in the 
temple of God, and bears rule far and near." Was 

* Avent. lib. 7. p. 646. 
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this Luther, that speaks so like him against the 
pope? No; one born long before him, or else the 
papists would be ready to say, Thi9 doctor had 
learned this from Luther. 

The preachers in Sweden, publicly taught that 
the pope and his bishops were heretics. It would 
be too long to give account, how the pope was op- 
posed by Frederick II., and by John, king of Eng- 
land, a great while, though at last he delivered the 
kingdom of England and Ireland to the pope, and 
farmed them of him for a thousand marks per an- 
num; anti afterward was poisoned by a monk. And 
though he made this resignation of these ktegdoms 
for himself, and his heirs forever to the pope, yet 
his son and successor, Henry III., made great oppo- 
sition against it, as did the lords and nobles in his 
father's days, who have left a lamentation upon 
record of that fact, of king John.* '' 

But the history of the Waldenses now spread far 
and near, stands like a beacon on a hill, that all 
who do not shut their eyes, have clear light to see 

* Fox, Acts and Mon. vol. 1. Ghilielmus Parisiensis circa Ann. 
Domini 1220, acerrime insectatur sacerdotes sui temporis, dicens, 
in eis nihil pietatis ac eruditionis compareVe, sed potius diabo- 
lic&s turpitudines, omnium spurcitiarum ac yitiorum monstruosi- 
tatem ; eorum peccata non simpliciter peccata esse, sed pecca- 
torum monstra terribilissima, eos non ecclesiam, sed Baby- 
lonem, ^gyptura ac Sodomam esse; prelatos non oBdificare 
ecclesiam, sed destruere, ac Deo illudere; eos cum aliis sacer- 
dotibns prophanare ac pollaere corpus Christie &>c. Lib. de 
CoUatione Beneficiomm. 
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that our doctrines were taught, in abundance of 
places, before Luther, in Dauphiny, Languedoc, and 
Guienne, and in all those mountains which reach 
from the Alps to the Pyrenees. They had spread 
themselves into Germany, where were a great ma- 
ny of their preachers, who at the sound of a bell 
preached in a public place, " That the pope was a 
heretic, and his prelates seducers; that they had no 
power to bind and loose, or to interdict the use of sa- 
craments; and that though they had not come, God 
would have raised up others, even of the very 
stones, to enlighten the church by their preaching, 
rather than he would have suffered faith utterly to 
have perished." 

By this time they ordained preachers in Spain, 
who preached the same doctrine with them, and in 
Lombardy much multiplied. Yea, in one only val- 
ley, called Camonica, they had ten schools. Another 
says, that their little rivers streamed so far as to the 
kingdom of Sicily; and the only reason of their 
sufferings is said to be, because they withdrew the 
sheep from the keeping of St. Peter, and departed 
from the Roman church. 

From the year 1 300 the bloody persecutions and 
the great sufferings of multitudes for the true doc- 
trine, and opposition to the church of Rome, prove 
what is sought after, unless they imprisoned and 
burnt so many, they know not for what. For Sa- 
tan (according to some) being bound at the end of 
the first ten persecutions, and remaining bound a 

M 



Digitized 



by Google 



X 



184 ' THB NOVSLTT OF F(»>BRr. 

thousand yearSy was now let loose again. Do they 
ask still, where was our doctrine b^ore Lather? 
Why, where persecution was raised by papists be* 
iore Luther; for why were so many Imprisoned, 
banished and burnt, if they did not look upon them 
as heretics? and whom they so call is notoriously 
known. Was not Conradus Hager imprisoned for 
preaching against the mass? Were not Johannes 
de Castilone, and Franciscus de Arcatura, burnt, 
and Haybulus martyred, and Johannes de Rupe- 
scissa imprisoned for certain pr(q>hecies against the 
pope? Did not Militrius a Bohemian preach that 
Antichrist was come, and was he not excommuni- 
cated for the same ? Was not Occam exconemanni* 
oated, and his books prohibited, because they dis- 
pleased the pope? 

Brushius relates that six and thirty cittzens of 
Magutttia were burned for following the doctrine of 
the Waldenses,* affirming the pope to be the great 
Antichrist Also Massaeus records, that one han- 
ded and forty in the province of Narbon, were put 
to the fire, for not receiving the decretals of Rome; 
besides them that suffered at Paris, to the number of 
twenty-four; and after them four hundred burned 
for herctics.t Was not Matthias Parisiensis before 
Luther, who wrote that the pope was Antichrist? 
And was there not an ancient writing, called the 



* Fox. Acta and Mon. vol. I. pag. 560. 
t Aotf and Mon. toI. I. p, 621^^588. 
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^'Prayer and Complaint of liieFloogh man/' contain- 
ing many tilings against the church of Rome? and Ni* 
colas Orem preached against them before the pope. 

Was not John Wicklifife before Luther? and did 
not he maintain the doctrines that the reformed 
church now holds? and was there not a great com<- 
pany of valiant defenders of the same truths? 
. Twenty-five articles of Wicklifie you may read in 
the Book of Martyrs.* And may we not learn 
something by thet laws then made in England, that 
many here opposed the church of Rome; as Anno 
5. Rich. 11. In the year 1380, we read of "a great 
number of evil persons, going about from town to 
town, preaching to the people divers sermons con- 
taining heresy and notorious errors'' (so papists 
call our doctrines) ^^ to the blemishing of the holy 
church." 

And were there not many witnesses against po- 
pish doctrines and asserters of ours from the yekr 
1400? as John Badby, Nicolas Tayler, Richard 
WagstaflF, Michael Scrivener, William Smith, &c. 
John Huss, Jerome of Prague. But why do I roen- 

* Aots and Mon. I. p. 568, 669. Tea 45 articles of Wicklifie 
were condemned in the council of Constance. Surius in Con- 
cil. torn. 3. p. 790. 

f Acts and Mon. Vol. I. beginning in the protestation to the 
ehnrch of England. Had the council of Constance so much 
ado with the articles of Huss and Jerome, who were charged 
with articles against the church of Rome, and condemned and 
burnt by the council, and yet do papists know none that taught 
our doctrine before Luther ? 
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tion particular names, when there were a great num- 
ber of faithful Bohemians not to be reckoned, and. 
in many other places. The Bohemians in this age, 
near to Tabour castle, assembled themselves to- 
gether to the number of thirty thousand, and hav- 
ing three hundred tables erected in the fields for 
that purpose, they received the sacrament in both 
kinds.* 

In the statute Anno 2. Hen. IV. in the year 1402, 
in England, theret were many preachers of true 
doctrine, which those times called " new doctrines 
and heretical, contrary to the faith and determina- 
tion of the holy church,'' [Rome forsooth.] It is 
recorded in the year 1422, that Henry Chichesly, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, wrote to pope Martin V. 
that there were so many in England infected with 
the heresy of Wicklifie and Huss, that without force 
of an army they could not be suppressed. 

Besides all these that have preached and owned 
our doctrine long ago, we might send such papists 
as ask. Where was your doctrine before Luther? to 
the churches in other parts of the world, as to the 
Greeks, the Muscovites, the Melchites or Syrians, 
the Armenians, the Jacobites, the Copts, or Egyp- 
tian Christians, the Abyssinians and others, who, 
though very corrupt in many things, yet agree with 
the reformed churches in many points, wherein they 



*' Cochleas, lib. 4. ez Berkbeck. Protestant. Eyid. p. 386. 
t Acts and Mon. Vol. I. Protestat. to the church of England. 
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with US differ from the church of Rome; as is wit- 
nessed by David Chytrdaus^ who travelled amongst 
many of them, and from his personal knowledge 
and conversing with many that were amongst them, 
and by letters from others, gives an account of the 
state of several churches; and by the confession of 
faith in the eastern churches, composed by Cryto* 
pulus, patriarch of Constantinople, and others, as 
also by the confession of papists themselves. 

1. These churches deny the pope's supremacy, 
that he is head of the church, and never submitted 
to him as universal head. Their words are, '^It 
was never heard in the catholic church, that a mor- 
tal man, subject to a thousand sins, should be called 
the head of the church; but the head of the catholic 
church is Jesus Christ ^^* The Greeks account the 
pope and the Latins, as excommunicated persons, 
as Prateolus states. Of this opinion are the Mus- 
covites, the Armenians, &c. 

2. These churches agree with us in rejecting the 
apocryphal books from the number of canonical 
Scriptures.! 

3. They give the sacrament In both kinds. They 
say, " Of necessity they must communicate in both 

* *Ovh ydt^ MMva-^ 9rtfp9t xtttoKam uLtihJiavt, eey^^oKroy dvi^ov luu 
fAv^fUs dfMflkUi fyo;^oy xipuxnf xi>M-deu rm w^XM^-MCf A^, Confes. 
fidei, Eccl. Orient, per Crjtopulum, cap. 23. Item Dayid Chy- 
intuB de statu Eeelesiae, pag. 21. Prateol. Elench. heret lib. 
7. p. 202. Idem p. 22a 

t Confess, fidei Eccles. Orient, per Crjrtop, cap. 7. 
m2 
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kinds, so that if any take it under one kind, al- 
though a layman, he sins, because he acts against 
Christ's command. All partake of both kinds, the 
bread and the cup, whether ecclesiastical, or lay- 
persons, men and women."* 

4. They do not turn the sacrament into a sacri^ 
fice, oflFered for the quick and dead. 

5. They have no private masses.t 

6. The doctrine of transubst&ntiation is not re- 
ceived amongst them. They confess a true and 
real presence in the Lord's supper, but such a one 
as faith offers, not such as the devised transubstan- 
tiation vainly teaches, j: 

7. They admit not the seven popish sacraments. 
They own properly but three, baptism, the Lord's 
supper, and penance.§ 

* Prateol. £lenc. Heret. p. 202. lAiltx^vvt i% vrtufJK ixcifjt^ 
•iJ(Ovc retf i? t» ^nrilixM r^ATn^)!^ tow 7t fltg7w, km tqv tt^h^iov', IkjlXh- 
0-iAwtxot Tf tteu KOMot, fltrJJpfc K€U yvv«ttM.*(. Confes. fid. Eccles. 
Orient cap. 9. 

t Ez litorgiis Gneeorum et narrationibus hominum fide dig- 
norum constat, nee missas priyatas absque communicantibus ab 
eis celebrari solere, nee uUam in eorum canpne, sacrifioii cor- 
poris et sanguinis Christi pro redemptione yiyorum et mortuorum 
oblati, mentionem fieri, &c. Dayid Ohjtr. de Statu Eccles. p. 14. 

p*fii^ ovK> Jfv If §p*v^n^uvA fijt» ^tJkvMM /uidouv'Utartff &,c. Cyril Patri- 
arch. Constant, cap. 17. p. 60. 
§ Confes. fidei £ccl. Orient per Crytop. cap. 5. wc tif<tu Tst ^^ 
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8. They admit ministersV marriage.* 

9. They deny purgatory. It is true the Greek 
church do believe that there is a place distinct from 
heaven and hell, where some departed souls are 
lodged for a while. Their opinion is, that those 
who lived holily, and died in the Lord, go imme- 
diately to heaven, and the wicked who die without 
repentance go presently to hell; but such as are con- 
verted at the end of their life are in another place, 
in a middle condition, and for these they pray, but 
yet they do not call this purgatory. So Chytraeus. 
And in their confession they utterly deny popish 
purgatory; for they affirm the punishment of such 
departed souls as are neither in heaven nor in hell, 
" is not material, neither by fire, nor by any other 
matter, but only from the affliction and anguish of 
their own consciences, remembering then what they 
did amiss, while they were in this world.**t How- 
ever far they are from the truth, yet they are far 
also from purgatorial fire. For , Alphonsus says, 
" That it is one of the most known errors of the 



* Confes. fidei Eccles. Orient, c. 11. et David ChytroHis de 
Stat. Eccl. p. 14. 

t Aryu roiwf i Uxxx^m ruf f»fiv«y vrotnif /Mt ChtKHf tfrsu, ur^ evr 

rati l9A f» Ta» ttoc/uim /utn xetret Xoyev /Amh ocwt trfaL^ttf. Confess, 
eadem cap. 20. Unus ex notissimis erroribus Gnecorum et 
AnnenoTum est, quo docent nullum esse purgatorium locum, 
&c. Alphons. Adyer. Hieres. lib. 18. p. 188. 
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Greeks and Armenians, that they teach no place of 
purgatory /^&c 

10. Though the Greeks dote too much upon 
unages of .saints^ yet they differ much from papists 
in this point; for they are against making any 
image of God, which the papists do in the likeness 
of an old man; and to other images they give (rifuii) 
honour, but neither the worship of Latria^ nor 
Dulia. They say *' God forbid, for these are only 
to be given to God/'* 

11. They carry not the sacrament in procession 
about the streets, as the papists do to be worshipped 
by them that meet it, except they send it to the 
sick; for, say they, ^^it was not given to be carried 
about the streets, but religiously to be received for 
the remission of sins, according to the word of 
God-'^t 

12. They hold the perfection and sufficiency of 
the Scripture; that it is sacrilege to add any thing 
to it, or take away from it, and they contradict those 
that do.$ 

* Ou ytn^ Bif*ts 'Toy thrtfiy^dta^of ^mv irt^ty^turjn thtou TrdtfUKO^Uf. 

ibuktKHr, ttTTeiyif etvrcu yn^ B*» /ACfot TTfooTiKova-u, Confess* fid. Iioel. 
Orient per Crytop. cap. 15. 

t Ov irtfiptfoiuttf it TOv<re <ro ayiof (M^ytufioi Sia vmt irxtCltun%JiM.^ » 

ftOfO? OTfllF XOJUlt^iltU Ut onto? tWwflHy «Ti hv Stil^*t MfAtt TOO?© if* iTtfl^ 

^tfiOiu hiL ran ir\(£\nmy d\K* ir«t tuxttfimt fAtJiJcnltti wc <t^*o-i», »««r« t« 

hrvilmM fHfA^a. Confess, fid. EcoJ. Orient per eandem cap, 9. 

X 'H*!^ a>j* yfttfw iHTio^rw^ fitxM^ui vtro ^Hv^ cvx i^m «v7» 
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13. Coireerning the marks of the true catholic 
aod apostolical church, they greatly diflTer from the 
church of Rome; the confession mentions four, and 
the last they lay most stress upon, wherein they 
teach the same with us, namely, >^ that it faithfully 
and sincerely keep the word of God, which God 
has given to us by his prophets and apostles.^'^ 

14. They do not define the catholic church as the 
Romanists do, by making it essential to submit to 
any one man as the head of the whole; but the 
whole company of such as are sound in the doctrfne 
of Christ, every where dispersed, but knit together 
by the bond of the Spirit, is the catholic church,— 
Confess, eadem cap. 7. 

By all this the reader may see the harsh and un- 
charitable spirit of the Romanists, who unchurch all 
those, who profess that they keep to all the doctrines 
of the first general counci]s,t in which essential 
doctrines were ratified, as appears by their creeds, 



KflU Tou( TQiovTOf Ti T0Xyua»/7«Ct <^•>X*' *^ KttCJdt^itv^A. Coiifess. fid. 
Eccl. Orient cap. 7. 

X»ff vet^KATiX**^ 'TO diiov fn/AO. o o Bto( f^id-fro StA irfopnren »«! ctre^- 
TOXtfy. Confess, fid. Eccl. Orient, cap. 7. 

t 'Ettta yetf KAt fAoy*c oiKQufxvfUtAi Ivvo^ovs ifJtUf AfraSi^o/AiAA* 
xAt ocrai ai hixou/JtviMAt \irlA f/f^otyro Tf x*i ICi^^utvuf^ConfeBMlO 
eadem. cap. 15. Acta septem Synodorum Gnecaranii Scripta 
Basilii, ChrysoBtomi, Damasceni, eorumque traditiones tanquam 
divina oracuta amplectuntur, ad eaque de fide et religione ipso- 
rum Bciscitantes remittunt, ex Uteris Constantin. ad Day. Chytr. 
de ftatu Eccles. p. 71. 
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ooDtaining the articles of the Christian &ith; hut 
the MuscoTites condann and corse the Romans as 
fbrsakiDg the primitive churchy and breaking the 
seren general synods. He may also see their im« 
padence in askings Where our church and doctrines 
Were before Luther? when there have been so many 
churches, ever since the apostles' times, that have, 
though not without many corruptions in many 
things, yet held to the essential doctrines of the 
Christian religion, and have not received these doo* 
trines of the church of Rome, which is but a little 
^urph in comparison of all the rest, anuingst whom 
our religion was before Luthor* 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Havino diown that the doctrines of the rrformed 
churches are the same that w^*e taught by Christ 
and his apostles^ and that by many after them long 
before Luther; the next thing is to demonstrate that 
popery is a novelty. This follows, indeed, by just 
and good consequence from what has hitherto been 
said. For two doctrines, which are so contrary, 
3rea, so contradictory, cannot both be true, and 
equally old; for truth must be before error. But 
yet, to prove that popery, as now framed, had not 
its being till many hundred years after Christ, I 
shall pick out some of the most material points of 
popery, (and if these fall the others cannot stand) 
and give an account of the time when they first 
came in. The rest, whose rise is more uncertain, 
though clear enough that they were not from the 
beginning, nor long, long after, will not need such 
large insisting on; and yet in all, I must study bre- 
vity, which is a task that lies upon me, and pinches 
me hard all along in so copious a subject as this 
position is. 

First, I shall begin at the head — the supremacy 
of the pope — which is indeed the head and heart of 
popery. Though by reason of age, gray hairs are 
upon it, yet in comparison of true antiquity, it will 
appear that their head is both raw and green; and 
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if the head be young, the whole body cannot be 
old. The witnesses to give in their testimony of 
the minority of the pope, as head of the church, as 
now claimed, are at hand, even six several councils, 
which have so polled his head, and dipt his beard, 
that he looks very young, and bears his age marvel- 
lously well; for look upon him in the glass of true 
history, and no man will believe that he is so old as 
he brags to be. 

My first catalogue of witnesses consists of three 
hundred and eighteen grave ancient fathers, assem- 
bled in the first general council, that ever was since 
the apostles' times, at Nice, in the year of our Lord 
325. In reading over the canons of this council, I 
fix upon two, which are fully and directly against 
the pope's universal sovereignty and dominion over 
all churches; the one is against excommunicated 
persons appealing, in any diocese, to remote church- 
es; or being harboured or received by them, in these 
words: — 

" Concerning persons excommunicated, whether 
they be of the clergy or the laity, let this sentence 
be observed by the bishops of every province, ac- 
cording to the canon, which saith, that those who 
are <5ast out ,by some, shall not be admitted by 
others."* This canon clips the power of the pope, 

Xtuxu Teiyfji<{Jt rtrety/utnetv ', t/iro *ruv JCdtd** tKetTTiif lirctf^ittf tjria-xonren 
zfttjwrn i yvatjuiii xato. Toy Jtstyovti «rey ikLyo^§uof*ra., rous v^* Ittfatf 
viroj8M»dii7«f| v^* •*nfmf /am tr^oo-iM-d-cu. Codex Can Eccles. Uni- 
vera. Can. 5. 
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and takes awaj his jurisdiction over other churches; 
and was plainly so understood of old, because when 
i9ome were excommunicated in Africa, and ran to, 
and were entertained by the bishop of Rome, the 
council in Africa held it irregular, and wrote to the 
pope so too, and alleged this canon of the council 
of Nice, that he ought not to admit those whom 
they had excommunicated j of which more when I 
come to that council. 

Theothw canon in this council runs: "Let the 
ancient customs* continue in force, which are in 
Egypt, Libya, and Pentapolis,* that the bishop of 
Alexandria have the government of all these; be- 
cause also the bishop in Rome has the same custom* 
Likewise also in Antioch, and in other provinces, 
let the churches preserve their privileges.^'* From 
thus much of this canon, we easily learn: 1. That 
the bishop of Rome had not universal jurisdiction 
overall the churches; because the bishop of Alex-^ 
andria was to have the same power, [/{♦«'<r/aw, autho- 
rity] over those parts; and the bishop of Antioch, 
in those parts; and others, in other provinces, as the 
bishop of Rome had in those parts; which could 
not be, if the bishop of Rome were universal, and 
they provincial underlings; for there is not like 

* T«t i^Am t^« xfethirm, tc if Aeyu^rm ittn A/Con mm ITi^rArWiil, 

xATAnrm* AinruxutvijKAt h reut dwauc Wap^uus ret WfwCtUL a-^t^w^au 
rati uMkna-ttui, Codex Can. Eeeles. Univers. Can. 6. 
N 
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power, authority, or equality in a universal and a 
provincial bishop, according to their own doctrine. 
2, We as easily see, that what power the pope had, 
is not by this council bottomed upon, and derived 
from the Holy Scriptures, or succession from Peter, 
but grounded only upon custom. Not a word is 
here, of any divine right to that power or place in 
which he then was, which was far inferior to what 
he claims and usurps now. For the first three hun- 
dred years, then, a universal head had not risen, nor 
was acknowledged in the church of God. 

Secondly. The next catalogue of witnesses against 
the universal sovereignty of the bishop of Rome, 
has in it one hundred and fifty fathers, assembled at 
Constantinople, (which Garanza* says, is one of the 
four principal councils, and next after the council of 
Nice, whose authority is already alleged,) about the 
year 383. These, in their first canon, ratified and 
confirmed what was done in the Nicene council, 
and would have it to be observed without violation. 
Moreover, they decreed, " That no bishop of any 
diocese should go to any churches beyond their owii 
bounds, to meddle with them, nor confound or min- 
gle churches; but, according to the canons, the 
bishop of Alexandria should govern what belongs 
to Egypt; and the bishops of the East only the East, 
reserving the privileges by the canons of the coun- 
cil of Nice, to the church of Antioch; and the 

^ Caranza, p. 200. 
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bishops of the Asian diocese, should govern the 
Asian diocese only; and the hishops of the diocese 
of Pontus, what appertains to that diocese only; 
and so the bishops of Thrace, should in Thrace. 
And that no bishop of any diocese should go, except 
he be called to ordination, or any other church dis- 
pensations. This canon, above written, concerning 
dioceses, being kept, it is manifest that those things 
which appertain to each province, should be ordered 
by the synod of that province, [if they had said, hy 
the bishop of Rome^ the universal heady it would 
have made the papists' hearts to leap within them, 
and made his holiness smile; but, alas! they carried 
it quite another way, by the synod of the province^'] 
according to the determinations of the Nicene coun- 
cil."* And in the next canon they decreed, "That 
the bishop of Constantinople, forasmuch as it is new 
Rome, should have the badges of honour next to the 
bishop of Rome.''t From this general council, we 

* Towc u7r%^ ^loiiuio-tf Wta-Kovovt nrtuc i/wigcput/f iKKKna-tAii fjon Wttvetty 

fM3% Wy^Wf TAt iKKXtlO-lASf dxXet KdLtet roue KAnVAS TOF fXtf Axt|«iir. 

SpUAi v^ta-M-o-ron ta n Ktyvn^ot ^oyoy oijtoyo^e/v; touc it nrm AVAroxne 
%^io-K07rou(f T»»y at»atT0M>y /uiovov SioiKiiVy 9t/AfltT7o/Uivay rotv f » toic netvoa-l 

tOif KATA titiCtUAf ^^ta-Citaif Til AVTtOX*<»V iKiCkilO-tA, KAi TOt/C T»? 

A^iAnf itoMMO-iCK vTriffKOWoui ta hat a <niv * Aa-tAuv f*ovoy oiKon/uw, 
&C. ^XA'/lofJtfyov i% rou ^foyrygA/ut/uitvov fnpt toui Stoijuio-iuf jtaifOFOf 

tuS^KOV U( T«t «at^' tKAO-tn ifTA^^tAV » TJJf tfTAf^tAi* OVyoi'Oi ^tJtilO-U 

»9tT«t Tot titKAtA atgia/jLviA, Ibid. Can. 165. sed Concilii lib. Can. 2. 
t Toy /uiFTO/ K»yo"TatyTiyot;woXf»f iTi^jtoToy %^m ta ^gto-CuA t*c 

TlftMC fA%n:A TOi T»f VotfJLHi WwKOn-Of, ^A TO WAl AvJtlV VtAV PetjUHY , 

Ibid. Can. 166. aliter Can. 3. 
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letrn: 1. That they vote against any one being 
universal head; because, 2. Every bishop was to 
govern in his own diocese, and no other was to 
meddle, except desired, with any ecclesiastical mat- 
ters in another's province. 3. That the bishop a( 
Constantinople is made equal with the bishop of 
Rome, save that his worship (I should have said 
lordship, but that they will not think high enough ; 
but I cannot help it, these two councils forbid me to 
say head,) should sit in the first place, or before the 
other^ which yet he might have done, without uni- 
versal jurisdiction. 4. We learn that the honour 
which either of tliem had, was not bottomed upon 
divine right; but because they were bishops in the 
imperial cities. But here is not a word, ** Thou art 
Peter," "Peter's successor," "apostolical seat'^ 
All this is very good evidence that the pope is not 
so old as to reach to the times of this council either. 
Thirdly. The next catalogue of witnesses, that as 
yet the bishop of Rome was not universal head, con- 
sists of two hundred fathers, assembled in a general 
council at Ephesus, in the year 431; or as others, 
434, or thereabouts. This council is so full, that I 
wonder how the papists, so many of them as have 
set forth so many volumes of councils, could with 
patience write what so much made against them, 
and yet go on in their error, challenging headship 
from the apostles' times. The canon declares the 
occasion of its constitution, in this manner: " Regi- 
nus, our fellow bishop, and beloved of God, together 
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with the holy bishops of the province of Cyprus, 
Zenon and Evagrius, have declared to us a new 
thing, contrary to ecclesiastical laws, and canons of 
the holy fathers, and that which concerns the liberty 
of all; wherefore, since common diseases need the 
greater medicine, for as much as they do the more 
harm, the ancient custom not being followed," to 
wit, this new thing was, "that the bish9p of 
Antioch had ordained some in Cyprus, as some 
eminent for religion coming to the holy synod 
have both by writing and by their own words in- 
formed," wherefore it is decreed "that the presi- 
dents of the holy churches in Cyprus shall have 
this, without detriment and violation of their right, 
according to the canons of the holy fathers, and the 
ancient custom, themselves to ordain godly bishops; 
and this also shall be observed in other dioceses and 
provinces every where, that no bishop draw under 
his subjection any other province, which was not 
his from the beginning, or his predecessor's; and if 
any bishop has made such invasion, and by violence 
made it subject to him, he shall again restore it; 
that the canons of the fathers be not transgressed; 
lest under pretence of priesthood, the arrogance of 
worldly power creep in unawares, and we insensi- 
bly and by little and little lose that liberty which 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the Redeemer of mankind, 
has purchased for us with his own blood, and given 
freely to us. It seems good therefore to this holy 
and general synod, that the rights which they have 
n2 



Digitized 



by Google 



150 7fiB NOVEiTY Of POP£RY. 

had from the beginniag be secured to every pro- 
vince^ pure and inviolablei according to the ancient 
custom; every metropolitan having liberty to take 
a copy of the acts for his own security. And if any 
otke shall take a copy contraiy in any thing to what 
is now determined^ it pleased all the holy and uni- 
versal synod that it should be void.''* Thus far this 
general council unanimously voted against one hi- 
sliop's meddling with or encroaching upon the pro- 
vinces of others; calling it a new things &c. How 
^hen was one bishop owned as head over all the 
rest? ^ 

Fourtli^y. Another catalogue of six hundred and 
thirty^ according to Caranza^ assembled in a general 
council a^ Chalcedon in the year 451. In their firirt 
canon they ratify and confirm all the canons of the 
former councils, so that by the vote of these^ they^ 
to this year, are against the primacy and sovereignty 

* Hfny/xct '^ctfn nroui iKKKna^kta-nriKaus ^io-fAOuf it(U Tot/f «at»oiieCf nrtn 
dyun ndLnotofjLoufjLiioi »«j *riin frdLfrw tXfudipiatc ct^ro/uiyo? TT^oairy' 

mmo'^tu x**fo'r^uitt &C* 'Efovn to ivvrnpta^rav tuu ^CtArro¥ ci t«v 
dyutit iitx)jiTto»y kata fur Ki/^/iof ^gota-rmrts xata rove xAvnAt Tonr 
io'unv WATtpuit KAi ruf Af^euoLv a-vv*»^U!tVi ^i %Aurm nrA{ ^tigonrotutf ran 
IvhctCta-rAraef Wio-KOTrw votcv/utvoiy to Sk &uro k*i it/ rmf Axy^tm Sioucn- 
Ttmr Jtflii rmf dwot?)*;^©!; IvAp^^^uef 'jrapApvXAX^nTtrAtj w^^t /uthfdL rm 
%^tb^X»rdnw kftuntMrmf i^«^;^idtv hnfatf ot» ov^vty «iF»3if mm i|«t^;t'*^ 
v*^ rtif durwy nytyp rmv 4r^» iIvtov X**f*y »it7«tAit//City«y| dxx* u tuu 
TIC xstTiXfitCty KXt w<^' tAvru ^tjrttnrau jS/Ao-dt/Ufvoc rcvjov A'TtoJilbyeUj IvA 
fAti Tfl»F <ar3p§pmf ol Kunm vA^sLCxivmrAif fxnit h ItfovpyiAs vrpoa-^u/AArtj 
t^v^/atc itoa-fjUKiii rv<po( irA^viumrAi, &c. Codex. Can. £!cc]66. 
UniT^rs. Cah. 178. aliter Coiicil. £ph«i. Can. 8. 
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4i£ any one bishojk la another cinon tfaey deter- 
xnined^ ^ That if any clergyman had any diiTerence 
with hia own, or'ano^er bishop, it should be tried 
by the synod of the province; but if there were any 
controversy betwixt a bishop, or clergyman, and 
the metropolitan of the province, he or they should 
go to the diocesan or to the seat of the royal city of 
Constantinople, and there have it tried/^* So then 
appeals to Rome hereby are cut off; and the same 
is ratified again in another canon of the same coun^ 
cil. Again, they decreed, " That the church of Con* 
stantinople should have equal privileges with Rome^ 
that as the fathers before them had given the pri- 
vilege to elder Rome, because it had the empire, 
so being moved by the same reason they gave 
the same privileges to Constantinople) new Rome, 
thinking it reason that the city which is honoured 
with the empire and senate^ should be alike ad^ 
Vanced with old Rome, in all ecclesiastical mat- 
ter8.^^t From whence it plainly follows: i. That 
what privilege or precedency was given to Rome, 

* EtitJCAt kXm^s ^tfu-yfjut i^u o/off rot 4iuf, ^i juu m-fbc «tijw 

&*a/lm^itMitaK d^povof, Mtu iir* ivrtt S4»tdL^*^^, Ckxlex. Can. £ocleft* 
Univers. Can. 187. item Can. 195. 

t Tfit ta-A 9'f*a'0ucL darnu/jicLt rot tnc n^ Vet/uine ayutr ATot B-pofu tuKo- 
y0S Kfttoilu T»c fixTlkUAs x,su rm i9m ifroxetucua-Af v^trCum tn irfta-- 

^^(tyfAxtrt^ &c. Codex can. Eccles. Univers. Can. 206. 
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was not by reason of Peter's supposed chair^ but be- 
cause it was honoured with empire; so that in the 
judgment of the ancients the pope had no divine 
right. 2. That the bishop of Constantinople was 
equal with the bishop of Rome in all things, as also 
were the metropolitans of the Asian, and Thracian 
dioceses, and of Pontus. Then at this time he was 
not yet universal bishop. 

Fifthly. Another evidence in this cause is the 
council held at Antioch in the year 341, the occa- 
sion whereof was this. In the time of Julius I.^ 
Bishop of Rome, in the Eastern church, several 
bishops were deposed for divers causes by their 
synods; which bishops went to Rome, and ac- 
quainted Julius with their whole estate and trouble. 
Julius writes to the bishops of the East, telling 
them, " They had done very ill to determine and 
conclude any thing against those bishops without 
his privity.'^ When they received this, they took 
the correction of Julius for a contumely, or slander, 
and summoned a council at Antioch. There as 
soon as they had assembled together, they drew up 
an epistle by uniform consent of them all, wherein 
they bitterly inveigh against Julius, and signify 
withal, " That if any were banished the church and 
excommunicated by their decree and censure, it 
was not his part to intermeddle, nor to sit in judg- 



* £ttBeb. Eccles. Hist lib. 7. cap. 23, &o. et 96. Socrat. lib. 
2. cap. 11. 
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ment upon their aentence.^' And then decreed, 
^^That if any bishop shouVl be accused, and th^ 
matter could nat be determine by the bishops of 
the province, some pronouncing the accused to be 
innocent, others to be guilty, for the taking up of 
the whole controversy, the metropolitan should call 
others to judge from the neighbouring province, 
and what should be so determined should stand 
&rm«"^ And in the next canon, they ratified, 
^ That if any bishop was accused, and condemned 
by all the bishops of the province, and all should 
with one consent pronounce sentence against him; 
he should no more be tried by any other. But the 
sentence of the bishops of the province should be 
to all purposes valid." Clearly' do they take away 
all appeals to Rome, as the matter of the canons, 
and the occasion of making them fully demonstrate. 
And ihiB council was confirmed in the sixth gene* 



* 'El Ti; iwip^orof Wt nria-if \yx\nfActffi Kfnono, vruret a-u/uCsun ^ri^i 
iuTOu ^et^ufUf rove •» tji ivAfyjht tviTxt^rovi., kmh /uw ^atof toy «^iro- 

^01/ %7r(tf^mt fJLVTClKHhUV^iU M-ipOWC TiFfltC TOl/f B'TtXptlOUvlAC, XSU TUV dfA- 
^<^C»T»^/» ^iJtXt/OVTOtf TOW fillSsttOortU TUV TOtf T»C iTTA^tAf TO TTAff 

o^r^fKtfor, Codex Can. Eccles.,Umver9. Can. 93. 'Ei rtt wtcxn- 

TOt/7oy fAiiKiTi <arA^* irtfoit Sucn^iO-^eu, etWet /xtyUf CtCcUAv t«v ov/Apc$Hf 
TOMf iiri T»c Wet^teLf fTio"xo/tra» d/wo^oLa-tt. Codex Can. Eccles. 
UnirerB. Can. 94.apnd Caranz. «t Surinm, Concil. Antioeben. 
Cu.li,15. 



Digitized 



by Google 



164 THE NOVELTY OP 1K)PEKT. 

ral Constantinopolitan synod held in Trul, and by 
pope Dionysius, and so has the authority of a gene- 
ral council and pope too: therefore, with the pa- 
pists themselves^ should be authentic. Caranz. 
Sum.. ConciL p. 1^5. Euseb. lib. 7. cap. 24, et 25. 
Surius Conwl. tom. I. pag. 399. 

Sixthly. Another full evidence that the bishop 
of Rome was not owned as universal head, is the 
stout opposition made against it (in his early aspi- 
ring after it), by two hundred and seventeen fathers 
assembled, Augustine being one, and Aurelius pre- 
sident, in the year 419. The controversy then was 
this: Apiarius, a priest in Africa, was, for his scan- 
dalous life, excommunicated, in an African synod. 
Hereupon he fled to the bishop of Rome, who ab- 
solved him, and commanded him to be restored to 
his place; and Zosimus, bishop of Rome, to justify 
this, claimed a right to receive appeals from all parts 
of the world; and for proof thereof, pretended a 
certain canon of the Nicene council, that gave it 
him. The council, not finding any such canon in 
the decrees of the fathers at Nice, sent away letters 
and messengers to the bishops of Constantinople, 
Alexandria, and Antioch, requesting them to send 
them the acts of the Nicene council, fast closed and 
sealed up, because they could not find a canon which 
was alleged by the legates of the bishop of Rome. 
From these they received several copies, all agree- 
ing, but in none of them was found what Zosimus 
had affirmed to be in them; so that he was shame- 
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fully, by all the council, convinced of forgery; for 
the copies taken out of the originals by Cyril of 
Alexandria, and by Atticus of Constantinople, &c, 
had no such thing in them. Accordingly, the whole 
council writing to Boniface I., his successor, (in 
which letter they call Zosimus " a man of unhappy 
memory,") desired him " to repel those that made 
him [the bishop of Rome] their refuge, both be- 
cause there is no such constitution of the fathers, 
which so much derogated from the authority of the 
African church, as also because the Nicene council 
had evidently left the ordering of all inferiors to the 
judgment of their metropolitan, and had determined 
that all matters of controversy should receive their 
final decision in the place where they began. For 
how can a judgment given beyond the seas be good, 
where witnesses necessarily required in such cases, 
cannot be present, either on account of their sex, 
or age, or some other impediment ? Because it is 
granted to every one to appeal to the councils of 
their own provinces, or to a universal council. 
Unless there should be any one that can think that 
our God can inspire a justice of trial into any one 
man, and deny it to innumerable priests that are 
assembled in council." These letters of the council 
to Boniface, of Cyril of Alexandria to the council, 
and of Atticus of Constantinople to the same, and 
the copies of the Nicene council sent to them, and 
the epistle of the council to pope Celestine, are in 
tbe end of Codex Canon. Eccles. African, and in 
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SoriuSy torn. 1» p« 588, &;e. Thus much for fheir 
letters; now for the canons of the African church 
agiinst the headship of the bishop of Rome. In the 
19th Canon: ^' If any bishop be accused^ the accuser 
should bring his cause before the primate . of the 
province/' Can. 23. ** That no bishop should gd 
beyond the sea, unless he had the consent of the 
bishop of the first seat of every province.'' Can. 
»8. **Th«t if presbyters,* deacons, and others, have 
eemplaint against their bishops, the neighbouring 
Inshops should hear them^ and if they would appeal 
from them, It should not be to the judgments of any 
beyond the sea, but to the primates of their own 
provinces, or to a general council, as was decreed 
before concerning bishops As for those that shall 
appeal beyond the sea, none shall receive them into 
communion in Africa«^' So also Canon 125. 

So far, we see that the church of God curbed and 
restrained the ambition of the bishop of Rome, and 
stoutly stood against the endeavours of aspiring an* 
tichrist Yet will I add one more; and that is of a 

Utaf Wta-KotrWf oi yutovK Xfrta-xottQi dufoctaai/lau dvjoa : »4i yu<T« 
eVfatt^t&tdK ffciv Utou t^taxoitrou, n-ct /ul^Ja^v curm ^laAuvn oi -irgoo* 

4r|oc vous tm^efltvo/Jsts T»f Uim WA^tm^ Zc »M mfi *rm •irt^itcm'^t 
tmoKKtuui ifivvcw ci ^ ir^oc ^*pA/uuiC}ixA SixAcrnftA ^HmtAXoufAtfoi^ tarttp* 
ov^not h TN *k^fttm Stx^ett-tf us KotfrnftAv, Codex Can. Eccles. 
AfriMfl. Catt. 28. 
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coancQ at Constantinople, in the time of Agatho, 
tishop of Rome, which was about the year 678, or 
as o^er% 681, who smartly snabbed the pretended 
mother, that is to give laws to all others, by making 
a law to extend to, and to bind the ehurch of 
Rome, saying: '^ Forasmuch as we understand that 
in the city of Rome, in time of L/eaty they fast upon 
the Sabbath days, contrary to the custom oi the 
eburch, it is decreed in this synod, that also in the 
church of Rome, that canon shall be of force with- 
out violation, which saith, if any of the clergy sl»iU 
be found fasting on the Lord's day, or Sabbath, ex- 
cept only one^ let him be deposed; but if any one of 
the laity, let him be excommunicated/^* This the 
^church of Rome, in the height of her pride, woidd 
hardly brook; but you see, up to this time, many 
councils knew no such thing as a universal head, 
but opposed the first appearance of it. 

To these ervidenoes, from councils, I shall add 
forth^r the expressed judgment of two of their own 
bii^iops, predecei^ors of him, who first got the title 
of universal head, viz: Pelagius and Gregory the 
Great, who exceedingly inveighed against this title; 

* Quoniam intelleximus in Romanorum civitate, in Sanctis 
qoadragesimffi jejuniis, in ejus Sabbatis jejunare prseter eccleei- 
utioam eousuetudinem traditam; sancUB synodo risum est/vt 
in Romanoruia qooque ecclesia inconcuss^ vires habeat eaaon 
qui dicit : Si quis clericus inventus fuerit in sancto Domlnico vel 
Sabbatho jejunans prster unum et solum, deponatur, sin autem 
laicQs, segrregetur. Surius in Concil : torn. 2. p. 1048. Con- 
oiL VL Comrtant Can. 55. xefer autem ad Canon. Apoitol. 66. 
O 
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Grod in. his providence so ordering it, that the fol- 
lowing popes might be condemned out of the 
mouths of their predecessors. Their sharpness of 
speech against this usurpation, was occasioned by 
John bishop of Constantinople, surnamed the Faster, 
who assumed to himself the title of universal bishop 
about the year 580; about which time Pelagius II. 
being bishop of Rome, wrote to all the bishops as- 
sembled at Constantinople in a synod called by John 
the bishop of that seat, saying, " That they ought 
not to acknowledge John as universal bishop, unless 
they purposed to depart away from the communion 
of all other bishops:" moreover, saying, " Let no 
patriarch use such a title, for if the chief patriarch 
should be called universal, the name of a patriarch 
would be taken away thereby from all others; but 
God forbid it should ever enter into the heart of a 
Christian to assume any thing to himself, whereby 
the honour of his brethren should be debased. For 
this cause I, in my epistles, never call any by that 
name, for fear that by giving him more than is 
his due, I might seem to take away that which of 
right belongs to him. For the devil our adversary 
goeth about like a roaring Hon, exercising his rage 
upon the humble and meek-hearted, and seeking to 
devour now, not the sheep-cotes, but the very prin- 
cipal members of the church. For he [John] comes 
near to him of whom it is written, *This is he 
which is king over all the children of pride:* which 
words I speak with grief of mind, seeing our bro- 
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^er and fellow bishop John, in despite [mark his 
reasons against this head,] of the commandment of 
our Saviour, the precepts of the apostles, and canons 
of the church, by this haughty name, makes him- 
self his [antichrist's] forerunner, and hereby goes 
about [mark reader,] to kttribute to himself all 
those things which belong properly to the head 
himself, that is, Christ; and by the usurpation of 
this pompous title, to bring under his subjection all 
the members of Christ." And he warns them to 
beware, lest this temptation of Satan prevail over 
them, and that they neither give nor take this title 
of universal bishop.* 

- This is a large testimony against, and a full con- 
demnation of both name and office of universal 
bishop, and this by a bishop of Rome, before hid 
successor had usurped the same. And I might 
infer, either that the following bishops of Rome 
greatly err in taking to themselves this name and 
office, or else this bishop of Rome was fallible and 
erred in a matter of faith, made now by them ne- 
cessary to salvation. Let them choose which alter- 
native they will, for one they must; their principles 
are wounded by it 

* Nttllas patriarchamm uniyersalitatis vocabulo unqaam nta^ 
tor, quia si unus patriarcha universalis dicitur, patharcharum 
nomen csBteris derogatur ; sed absit hoc, absit k fidelis cujus- 
quam mente, hoc sibi vel velle quempiam arripere, unde hono- 
rem firatrum suorum imminuere ex quantulacunque parte vi- 
didatur, &c. Jus. Can. Dist. 99. NuUus Patriarchamm, Glos.- 
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After this Pelagios (for the usurper was not im- 
mediately after him,) succeeded Gregory, called tte 
Great, about the year 590, at which time ^ohn IV. 
o£ Constantinople, still persisted in claiming and 
maintaining his title of universal bishop; at which 
Gregory being much grieved • and offended, writes 
to Constantia the empress against it; saying, ^^ far be 
it that your time should be defiled by the exaltation 
of one man,'^ which he speaks of as " an insufferable 
thing; and that by this arro^ncy and pride is por* 
tended tliat the time of antichrist is now at hand; 
and Uiat John imitated him, [Lucifer] who making 
light of that happiness which he had in common 
with the other angels, would needs aspire to a sin- 
gularity above all the rest"* And writing to the 

* Triste tamen valde est, ut patienter feratur, quatenus de- 
Bpectis omnibos, prsdictus frater et cogpiscopus mens solas 
oooeiur appellari episcopus. Sed in hac ejus troperbia quid 
alind nisi propinqua jam antichristi tempora designatu7? qeia 
ilium videlicet imitatur, qui spretis in social! gaudio angelorum 
legionibus, ad culmen conatus est singularitatis erumpere. Unde 
per omnipotentem dominum rogo, ne pietatis vestrsB tempora 
permittatis nnius bominis elatione maculari, neque tarn perrerM 
iFOOabolo ullum quoquo modo pnebeatis assensum, dec. 6rf|- 
gor. Mag. ad. Constant, lib. 4. Epist. 34. Cunctis Evangelium 
Bcientibus liquet, quod Petrus universalis apostolus non vocatur, 
et vir sanctissimus consacerdos mens Johannes vocari univer- 
•alis epiacopus conatnr ; exclamare compellor, ae dicere, O tem- 
fiora ! O mores ! et tamen sacerdotes, vanhatia sibi nomtaa ejc* 
petunt, et iiovis ac prophania vocabulis gloriantur, &c, NuUns 
Romanorum pontificum unquam hoc singukritatia Toeabnhim 
assumsit, nee nti conaensit, &c. Qois est iate, qui contra ita- 
tata evangelica, contra canonum deereta, novum sibi Mamptcm 
nomen prosumit ? Idem. ibid, ad Mauritium. Epiat 32, 
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emperor^ he says, ** That all those who have read 
the gospel know well, that Peter [mark reader,] is 
not called the universal apostle, and yet behold, my 
fellow priest John seeks to be called the universal 
bishop. I am now forced to cry out. Oh the times! 
and Oh the manners of men ! Europe is now ex- 
posed as a prey to the barbarian, and yet the priests 
who should lie along in the dust upon the pave* 
ment, weeping and rolling themselves in ashes^ 
seek after names of vanity; and boast themselves 
of their new found [this is a novelty in the judg- 
ment of a bishop of Rome,] and profane titles.'' 
And in opposition to this pride of John, he was tiie 
first bishop of Rome who took this title, the ser- 
vant qf servants^ which title his successors in 
feigned humility still use, though they usurp the 
title of universal bishop, in opposition to which he 
so styled himself^ and in excessive pride have since 
added to themselves many pompous appellations. 
Again, says the same Roman bishop, ^^Now the 
king of pride is at the gates, and what I dread to 
speak, an army of priests and bishops stands ready 
to receive him." He calls it " a superstitious and 
haughty name of universal bishop," and adds, 
<< Never may such foolery befall ua; call a universal 
bishop, a universal enemy." And again, ^^ I speak 
it boldly, that whosoever calls himself, or desires 
to be called by others, the universal bishop, is iii 
his elation of mind, the forerunner of antichrist, 
because that in like pride he prefers himself before 
o 2 
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Others; for a5 that widked one would seem as Ood, 
abore all men, so will this man exalt himself aboTe 
all bishops." He plainly declares, ^ That none ot 
the bishops of Rome ever assumed that word of 
singularity/' &c. And this same Gregory, writing 
to John of Constantinople, deals roundly and plain- 
ly with him, saying, ^^When thou wast called to 
the office of a bishop, thou saidst. That thou wast 
not worthy to be called a bishop, and now them 
wouldst have none a bishop but thyself. What 
wilt thou answer unto Christ, who is the true head 
of the universal church, in that day of judgment, 
seeing that by this name of universal thoU seekeit 
to enthral all the members of his body unto thy* 
self? Whom dost thou imitate herein, save only 
him, who in contempt of those legions of angels, 
which were his fellows, sought to mount aloft to 
the top of singularity, where he might be subject to 
none, and all others subject to him?''^ 

But did he not raise all this stir, and make all 
this opposition, because John had anticipated him; 
because he had not this name and title himself ?t 

* Qui enim indignnm te esse fatebaris, &c, — nee stulto ac su- 
perbo vocabulo appellari consentias, — ^ut cuncta brevi cingulo lo- 
cutionis astringatn: sancti aiite legem, sancti sub lege, sancti 
«ab gratia, omnes hi perficientes eorpus Domini, in niembria 
wvat eeclttiie eonstituti, et nemo se unquam uniyeraalem Tocare 
yoluit, &C. Idem. ibid, ad Johan. Constantinop. Epist. 38. 

t Nunqnid ego, hac in re, piissime domine, propriam cansam 
^efendo.^ nunquid specialem injuriam yindicof et non magis 
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ainee as he id said to be the best of all the bishops 
of Rome that came after him, so the worst of all 
that were before him. Hear what he says^ writing 
to Eulogiias, bishop of Alexandria: ** You have lieen 
eareful to advertise me, that you forbear now to 
write to any by those proud names which spring 
merely from the root of vanity; and yet speaking 
to me, you say ^ (zs you commanded^ Let me, I 
pray y^ra, hear no more of this word comfnand; fwr 
I know well enough what I am, and what you are. 
In degree you are my brethren, and in manners you 
are my fathers: wherefore I commanded you no- 
thing, only I advised you, what I thought fittest to 
be done; and yet I do not find that you have per* 
fectly observed that which I desired to leave deep* 
est graven in your remembrance; for I told you, 
that you should not write in any such manner either 
to jne, or to any other, and yet in the very preface 
of your epistle, you call me by that name of pride 
and vanity, * universal pope;' which I would en- 
treat you to forbear hereafter, seeing that yourselves 
lose, whatever you give unduly to another. For 
my part, I seek to increase in virtues, and not in 
vanity of titles. That adds nothing to my honour, 
which I see taken from my brethren. My honour 
is the honour of the universal church, and the sound 
vigour of my brethren. For if you call me univer- 
sal pope, you deny yourselves to be that which in- 

causam omnipotentis Dei et causam universalis ecclesie ? Idem 
ad Maurit. Epist. 32. 
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deed you are^ in that you call me universaL But 
Grod forbid, let us rather put far from us these 
words, which puff up pride and vanity, and wound 
charity to the death;"* 

* This is that Gregory, bishop of Rome, who was 
so vehement in his writing against the name and 
c^ce of universaL bishop, that after his death, the 
Romanists would have burnt his works, had not one 
Peter, a deacon, restrained them by affirming to 
them, " That he often saw the Holy Ghost, in the 
form of a dove, sitting upon the head of Gregoiy, 
while he was writing them." This is that Gregory 
who so earnestly cried down a universal bishop, 
that pope Gregory XIIL could not answer, but by 
giving this Gregory the flat lie. (Plessaeus.) But 
what follows from that learned authoritative confu- 
tation, but that the bishop of Rome is fallible, and 
may err? For if Gregory the Great spoke truth; 
then Gregory XIIL spoke false, in saying his doc- 
trine was a lie. If Gregory XIIL spoke true, in 
saying the other lied, and that in a matter of faith 
made necessary to salvation, then Gregory the Great 
greatly erred, in a matter that concerned the uni- 
versal church. Let them take which horn of the 

* Indicare vestra beatitude studuit, Slc. Nam dizi nee mifai 
vos, nee cuiquam alteri tale aliquid scribere debere, et ecce in 
pnsfiitione epiatolae, quam ad meipsum qui prohibui, direxistisy 
superb® appellationis verbum, uniTeraalem me papam dicentes, 
imprimere curastis. Quod peto dulcissima mihi sanctitas yestra 
ultra non faciat, &c. Idem Epist lib. 7. Epist 30. See also 
Ub. 4. Epist 36. Ub. 6. Epist. 5. 24. 28. 30, and 31. 
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dilemma they will, their infallibility lies in tbe 
dust; for it will much puzzle his holiness to reeon<» 
cile tbe parts of a eontradietion. 

I have been a little larger on this point, both from 
councils, and in transcribing the words of these two: 
1. Because this is the main HEAD and hinge of 
our controversies. 2. Beeause these two were their 
own, and yet against them. 3. Because it makes it 
plain, that for six hundred years the bishop of Rome 
was not universal head, for at that time it was dis- 
claimed by themselves, as you see. 

But when was this title first assumed? and by 
whom was it first conferred upon the bi^iop of 
Rome, to be called universal? 

You have been told before, that Gregory die 
Great wrote letters to Maurice, the emperor, in tlw 
controversy between him and John of Constantino* 
pie, about the name universal. This emperor, 
Maurice, falling into dislike among the soldiarSi 
one Phocas, a centurion, made himself captain of 
the mutineers, and was afterwards by them pro* 
claimed emperor. Maurice, seeing this, fled away 
with his wife and children. Phocas was crowned^ 
and pursued after his own master, Maurice, over* 
took him, slew his wife and children, or some of 
them before his eyes, and afterwards caused him to 
be murdered also. Mark that this Phocas was a vile 
traitor, and a murderer of such an excellent emperor 
and virtuous man, as historians say, that Maurice was. 
A while after Phocas became emperor, Gregory^ 
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bishop of Rome^ who had opposed the title of uni- 
versal head, departed out of this life, and Sabinian, 
a malicious detractor of Gregory and his works, sue-* 
ceeded him, and continued bishop of Rome scarce 
two years; after whom succeeded Boniface III., 
about the year 605, who lived not (as some say) 
above eight months, or as others, but a year, after 
he was bishop of Rome. But, in that time, he ob- 
tained what he aimed at; for the murder committed 
by Phocas upon the emperor Maurice, being not 
approved of by the bishop of Constantinople, Pho- 
cas sought to establish himself in the empire, gotten 
by blood, by the friendship of the bishop of Rome. 
Boniface, making great offers of his service to Pho- 
cas, took this opportunity to desire of him, that he 
and his successors after him, should be called uni- 
versal head of all the churches of Christ, and that 
the church of Rome thenceforward should have the 
pre-eminence, and be head of all other churches* 
The terms wejre agreed upon. The murderer, Pho- 
cas, was confirmed in his usurpation, and the aspi- 
ring Boniface received the title of universal bishop 
of all Christian churches. And this is acknow- 
ledged by their own historians.* 

From all which, you clearly see, that it was not 
till after the six hundredth year from Christ, that 

* Quo tempore intercesserunt quedam odiomm fomentft in- 
ter eundem Phocam imperatorem atque Cyriacum Constantino- 
politanuDi. Hinc igitur in Cyriacum Phocas ezacerbatus in ejus 
odium imperiali edicto sancivit, no^en uniTertalis decere Ro- 
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the bishop of Rome had this title conferred upon 
himf and that he came not to it by divine right, not 
made so by God^.nor called and chosen to it by a 
general council of fathers, but by a traitor and a 
murderer. The pope giving his help to keep the 
usurper in the saddle, by way of requital, this wicked 
and tyrannical emperor lifts the pope up into the 
chair. Par nobilefratrum / 

As his name and ofSce of universal bishop is 
new, so are those other accumulative, pompous, and 
some of them blasphemous titles, not fit to be given 
to any mortal man. For of old, it was not so ; for 
Peter, whose successor he pretends to be, had no 
such names nor titles, but styled himself a fellow 
presbyter, 1 Peter v. 1. And the canons of the 
African church of old were, that " the bishop of the 
first seat [that was Rome,] should not be called 
prince of priests, or head priest, or. any such, like 
name, but only the bishop of the first seat."* Ca- 
ranza,t in his annotations upon this canon, says: 

manam tantum modo ecclesiam, tanquam quae caput esset om- 
nium ecclesiarum, solique conTenire Romano pontifici; non 
autem episcopo Constantinopolitano, qui sibi iUud usurpare pre- 
sumeret. Quod quidem hunc Bonifacium papam tertium ab 
imperatore Phoca obtinuisse, cum AnaCstasius Bibliothecarius, 
tum Paulus diaconus tradunt Spondan, Epitom. Baron. Annal. 
in annum 606. 

Tonr fi^Mir n (uifof ^9t, n <roiotf}o r^iyror ri <»o<ri, &\>ei yuorov Mri0'jeo4r»? 
▼»c ir^efTitt »4t8>fJ^fltc. Codex Canon. Eccles. Afric. Can. 39. 
t Caranz. Sum. Concil. Carthag. 3. Can. 26. 
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<<That the African ohurch could not give laws to 
the universal church, and therefore by this canon 
neither did nor could forbid the calling of the bishop 
of Rome, prince of priests," &c. But they could 
decree, that they would never call him so, nor own 
him for such, which shows that by them he was 
not so advanced. But their own canon law* for- 
bids that the bishop of Rome should be called uni- 
versal. Atul the sixth council at Gonstantinople,t 
ratifying the decree of the 150 fathers formerly 
«ui9embled in that city, and of the 630 fathers assem*- 
Ued oi Chalcedon, also agreed with them and de- 
creed, ^^ That the bishop of Constantinople should 
have equal privilege with the bishop of Rome, and 
have equal power in all ecclesiastical matters with 
him, only that he be the second to the bishop of 
Rome; and after the bishop of Constantinople, the 
bishop of Alexandria should have the next seat; and 
next to him, the bishop of Antioch; and next to 
him, the bishop of Jerusalem." By all which ap- 
pears that the bishop of Rome was not head of all 
tlie rest, the prince of priests, but that all the respect 
that he had above the rest, was to sit down in the 
first seat, which is nothing at all to his universal 
jurisdiction; and then he had not those titles that 
now are given to him; 1. As head over all priests, 

* Neo eti»m Romanus pontifez aniyeraftlis ett appeUandus. 
Diatinct 99. o. nee etiam. 

t Sariua in ConciL torn. 2. pa||f. 1046. CoBoiL Conatantinop. 
Can. 36. 



Digitized 



by Google 



THB iroySKTY OF POFERT.' 169 

as a king is over his judges; 2. The vicar of St 
Peter, though now they say, not the vicar of Peter 
properly, but vicar of Christ properly, and successor 
of Peter; 3. Most mighty priest; 4. That he has 
all laws in his breast; 5. Chief magistrate of the 
whole world; 6. That his sacerdotal dignity as far 
excels kings and emperors, as gold excels lead; 
7. That all the earth is his diocese, and he the ordi- 
nary of all men, having the authority of the King 
of all kings upon subjects — that he is all in all, and 
above all; 8. " If those things that I do, be said to be 
done not of man but of Grod, what can you make of 
me but k god? and the prelates of the church being 
accounted of Constantino for gods, I, being above all 
prelates, by this reason am above all gods/'^ 

Likewise the power of the pope over general 
councils is a new power. It was not so of old ; he 
had not the power of calling councils, but it belonged 
to, and was done by civil magistrates. The first 
general council of Nice, was assembled by the autho- 
rity of Constantino the Great; the second, at Con- 
stantinople, was called by Theodosius the elder; the 
third, at Ephesus, by Theodosius the younger; the 
fourth, at Chalcedon, by Valentinian and Mar- 

* Jas Canonic. 1. Dist. 96. c. ego. c. Constantinus. 2. Distinct. 
63. 3. Juris Canon, pars 2. cans. 25. quest 1. c. null. 4. Roma- 
nus pontifex, qui jura omnia in scrinio pectoris sni censetur 
habere — Sexti. decret. p. Bonifac. 8. c. lieet. 5. Decret. lib. 6. 
Bonifac. 8. in prooemio. 6. Distinct. 96. c. duo. 7. Glos. in e. 
11. quest. 3. si mimicus. 8. Decret. de Translat. Episc. cap. 
qointo. 

P 
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cidn, &c. Historians tell us, that when once the 
emperors began to be Christians, from that time for* 
ward the church affairs depended upon them, and 
the greatest councils were assembled, and so still 
are, at their appointment. So Socrates.* And in 
the council of Constance, (which Caranzat says was 
general, held A. D. 1400, and which deposed three 
popes, Gregory XII., Alexander V., John XXIV.) 
and again in the council of Basil, which began in 
the year 1431, it was decreed, "That a s3mod has 
its power immediately from Christ, to which every 
one, of what state soever or dignity he be, yea, even 
the pope himself ought to be obedient, which if he 
be not, but shall contumaciously contemn the de- 
crees, statutes, and ordinances of the council, except 
he repent, he shall suffer condign punishment, though 
it be the pope himself.^f And this cQpncil of Con- 
stance was confirmed by pope Martin V., Sess. 45. 
and the other at Basil, by pope Nicolas V. 

From all this it appears, that the maia essential 
point of popery is a mere novelty, not having ori- 
ginated tin after the sixth century after Christ, and 
not attained to its full power till several hundred 
years after thist So that I may with Voetius, con- 

* Eccles. Hist. lib. 5. prooem. 

t Caranz. Sum. Concil. p. 824, 825. 

t Primo declarat synodus, quod ipsa potestatem k Christo 
immediate habet, cui quilibet cujuscunque statCks vel dignitatis, 
etiam si papalis existat, obedire tenetur, &c. Cone. Constan. 
Sess. 4, 5. et Cone. Basil Sess. 2. 16. 18. 
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fidently affirm, that in the first six centuries, there 

was NO CHURCH, NO ONE DOCTOR, NO ONE MARTYR, 
NO CONFESSOR, NO ONE FAMILY, NO, NOR ONE MEM- 
BER OP THE CHURCH, EITHER IN THE WEST, OR IN 
ANY OTHER PART OP THE WORLD, THAT WAS PRO-, 
PERLY AND FORMALLY A PAPIST. What is then 

become of the antiquity of popery? for there can- 
not be so much as one formal papist, where the es- 
sentials of popery are not; as where the essentials 
of a man are not, there is no man actually existent. 
But the pope, as universal head, is an essential part 
of the popish religion, without which (according to 
their doctrine) the church is no church, nor any 
one a member thereof, that does not own him and 
submit to him. Therefore the pope not being till 
after the sixth century, so Ipng there was not one 
papist, formally and properly, in the whole world ! 

This being the main pillar of popery, I have in- 
sisted the longer to prove the novelty of it; for this 
falling, the whole fabric tumbles down: as therefore 
it is not necessary that I should be so large in the 
rest, I shall but name what follows. 

Secondly. The forbidding of ministers' marriage 
is a mere novelty. For as their own authors say, 
Syricius* bishop of Rome, who lived about the year 
388, was the first that forbad it; yet it was not then 

* Syricius primus sacerdotibus et diaconis circiter annum sa- 
lutis 388, conjugio interdixit~Non ante pontificatum Gregorii 
VII. Anno 1074, connubium adimi sacerdotibus occidentalibus 
potuit Polyd. Virg. de Invent, rer. lib. 5. cap. 4. 
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received and practised as a duty for them to abstain 
from marriage, but liberty of marrying was never 
denied them till Gregory VII. came to be pope in 
1074; who yet was resisted, as one that brought in 
A new custom, never received before; and the bi- 
lAops of Italy,* Germany and France met together, 
and for this decreed that he had^ acted against Chris- 
tian piety, and deposed him, because among oHier 
things, he had divorced men from their wives, de- 
nying such as had their lawful wives to be priests; 
when yet at the same he admitted to the altars, 
whoremongers, adulterers and incestuous persons. 

Bellarmine himself and other popisht doctors 
grant, yea, he proves by arguments, that by tiie 
law of God it is not forbidden that ministers should 
marry, and that for many hundred years the church 
of Rome permitted Greek priests to have and dwdl 
with their wives. 

Thirdly. That religious worshipping of images 
has not been of old in the church of God, nor re- 
ceived and owned by councils, (for what particular 
persons and heretics in this point have done is not 
in this controversy so much to be minded) nor 
practised in the church for some hundred years 
after Christ, there is sufficient evidence. Bishop 
Usher in his answer to the Jesuit's challenge, says: 

* Magdeb. cent. 11. pag. 389. 

t Aquin. 2 da. 2 de. Q. 88. art. 11. Cajet. Opuscul. torn. 1. 
Tract. 27. Sotus lib. 7. de Jostitia Q. 6. art 2. in Bellar. de 
Cleric, lib. 1. cap. 18. 
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It might well be concluded that images were brought 
into the church partly by lewd heretics, partly by 
simple Christians newly converted from paganism. 
The Gnpstic heretics had images, some painted in 
colours, others framed of gold and silver, and other 
matter, which they said were the representations of 
Christ, made under Pontius Pilate, wheh he was 
conversant here among men ; and though Eusebius^ 
makes mention of the images of Paul and Peter, and 
of Christ, yet there he calls it " a heathenish cus- 
tom.^' But they were so far from worshipping 
them in the primitive times, that a council! of an- 
cient fathers decreed about the year 325, "That 
pictures ought not to be in the church, lest that 
which is worshipped or adored, should be painted 
on walls." Which law made by this council, set 
Melchior Canus,:|: the papist, in such a heat, that he 
alone would condemn them all, not only of impru- 
dence but impiety for so doing, for the poor man 
could not otherwise answer it. 

In the first four general councils, which reached 
to the year 451, there is nothing for the worship* 
ping of images, and yet if they had been of that 
opinion, they had had occasion from what was 
dgne in the Elibertine council, being about the 

* Ease. Eccl. Hist 1. 7. c. 18. 

t Concil. Elibertin. 

t Ilia lex non imprudenter modo, venun etiam impie, k con- 
cilio Elibertino lata est de toUendis imaginibus. Canus loc. 
theolog. lib. 5. cap. 4. cohclus. 4. , • 

p2 
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same lime that the Nicene council was^ and before 
the other three. And it should seem that they 
were not worshipped in the church of Rome itself, 
for six hundred years after Christ, by the epistle of 
Gregory the Great to Serenus bishop of Marseilles,* 
who had broken down images, and cast them out of 
his chuix:h, when he perceived some to begin to 
dote upon them too much. Though he reproves 
him for breaking them, yet he commends him for 
his zeal, and says, ^' that nothing made with hands 
should be worshipped — that though the people might 
have had them, whereby to gather the knowledge 
of the history, yet they might oot sin in worship- 
ping the picture.". Judge if it were likely that at 
that time religious woi*8hip was given to images at 
Rome, when the bishop thereof condemned it as a 
sinful thing, and commends others for being against 
it And though cardinal Bellarmine was of opinion, 
**' That it is lawful to picture God in the church in 
the shape of a man, and the Holy Ghost in the form 
of a dove," yet a greater and one more ancient than 
he, was against it, namely, pope Gregory II. whose 
epistle is quoted by Baronius, upon the year 726^ 



* Indico dudam ad nos pervenisse quod fratemitas vestra qaes- 
dam imaginum adoratores aspiciens, easdem ecclesiae imagines 
confregit atque projecit, et quidem zelom yoe, ne quid maou 
factum adorari possit, habuisse laudavimus. Tua fraternitaa, 
«b earom adoratu populum prohibere debuit; et popolus in 
picture adoratione minime peccaret. Greg. Mag. Epis. lib. 7. 
£p. 109. 
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whoice it seem* there was no scrch picture in tbe 
church of Rome at that time; for, says thai pop^ 
^ In the church, God is not represented before men^s 
eyes^ and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is not 
drawn in colours, because God^s nature cannot be 
painted out, or put in sight"^ 

Moreover, at a council of 338 fathers, hdd at 
Constantinople, in the year 754, they were solemn- 
ly condemned; and when they were set up by the 
second council at Nice, in the year 787, they were 
degraded again of their honour by the council of 
Francfort in the year 794. 

Dyrant purposely sets himself to give us all the 
councils that have approved the use and veneration 
of images;t and says, the first that did so was the 
sixth council at Constantinople, (which was in the 
time of pope Agatho, about the year 673,) and 
quotes the 83d, but it is the 82d canon,^ wh«;« the 
picture of Christ is commanded to be made in the 
shape of a man; but turning to the place, I find 
plainly that this canon does not at all command any 

* Cor tandem Patrem Domim Jesu Qon oo«]i« BubjiciaouB a^ 
pingimuf ? quoaiam quia sit non novimus, Deique natura spec- 
tanti proponi non potest ac pingi. 

t Darant de ritib. p. 31. 

t Cbrifti Dei nostii instar homtnis charac^erem etiam f A 
imaginibus deinceps pro veteri agno statui jabexnuB, ut per 
qMum verbi Dei huoiiUationein mente omoprelieiideiitM, sd 
mvtnoriam qnoque ejas in came eonvertationie, ejnaqne pae«> 
nottif, et salntaris mortis deducamur, ejnsque que ex eo facta 
eft mundo redemptionis. Cone. Constant VI. Can. 82. 
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worship to be given to it, but only recommends tile 
use of it, as an aid to the memory, which is nothing 
to the popish cause of worshipping images. He 
next refers to a second Nicene council, which yet 
was 787 years after Christ, so that this might pass 
fov a novelty. 

Fourthly. The doctrine of purgatory, by the con- 
fession of papists themselves, is ranked among the 
novelties brought into the churoh; for one of them 
says, "No true believer now doubts of purgatory, 
whereof notwithstanding among the ancients there 
is very little or no mention at all. The Greeks 
also, to this day, do not believe that there is a pur- 
gatory. Let who will read the commentaries of 
the ancient Greeks, and so far as I see, he shall find 
very rare mention of purgatory, or none at all. 
And the Latins did not all of them together receive 
the truth of this matter, but by little and little; 
neither indeed was the faith either of purgatory or 
pardons so needful in the primitive church, as it 
now is."^ Thus far a papist, and an ingenuous one 
top, though it is rare to find one that will without par- 
tiality spe^k the truth; which Bellarmine does not 
use to 4o> for he says quite the contrary, "That all 
the fathers, both Greek and Latin, have constantly 
taught from the apostles' times that there is a pur- 

* Nemo certe dubitat orthodozus, an pur^ratorium sit, de ^o 
tamen apad priscos, nulla vel qnkm rarissima fiebat mentio ; aed 
et Gnecis ad hunc usque diem, non est creditum esse, &c. 
Johan. Ross, apud Poljd. Virg. de Invent R«rum, lib. 8. cap. 1. 
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gatory."* And this cardinal is so zeailous for the 
doctrine of purgatory, that he says, "That it is a 
doctrine of faith, so that he who does not believe it, 
shall never come to it, [no harm if he do not, I sup- 
pose; it is no desirable thing to be in pains, no less 
than the pains of hell, though shorter,] but shall be 
always tormented in the flames of bell.'^ But the 
best of it is, that it is but a cardinal, not the Scrip- 
ture that says so. But I will set another papist 
against Bellarmine, and standing between the two, 
let him shift for himself, aod get out as well as 
he can. These are the words of Alphonsus, " Con- 
cerning purgatory, there is almost no mention made 
by the ancients, especially the Greek writers, for 
which reason to this very day, the Greeks do nqt 
believe that there is a purgatory, "t It is true that 
many of the fathers speak of a purgatorial fire, both 
in this life, and after; but by the fire in this life 
they understand afflictions. So Augustine, *^We 
confess that in this life there are purgatory pains, — 
as loss of friends, and the calamities of this life.'^:( 
So also, by a purging fire after this life, through 
which they make all saints to pass, they understand 
the last day of judgment. Bat the popish purga- 
tory is another thing, not invented in the days of 
Gregory I., who wrote in the end of the sixth age, 

* Bellar. de Purgat lib. 1. cap. 15. 

t Alphons. de Castro, Advers. Hasres. lib. 8. tital. ladal- 
ge&tia. 
t August, de Uivitat Dei, lib. 22. cap. 13. 
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saying, " Because we are redeemed by the grace of 
our Creator, we have the heavenly gift, that when 
we are withdrawn from the habitation of our flesh, 
we are presently brought to the heavenly recom- 
pense.^'* And though in the writing of this pope 
there is some mention of purgatory for smaller sins, 
yet it is not the same that the papists now assert; 
for in his dialogues he speaks of the purgation of 
souls in baths, in rivers, and wind ; and it was first 
bottomed upon visions and revelations, and feigned 
stories of departed souls appearing to others in this 
life. 

But above 200 years after these pretended visions, 
the council of Aquisgrant show that this was not a 
generally received doctrine, for they sum up all the 
punishments inflicted by God for sin to this life, 
and they mention two ways; " but the third," say 
they, ** after this life, is very fearful and terrible, 
which by the most just judgment of God shall be 
executed, when he shall say, ^ depart from me ye 
cursed into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
apd his angels.' " And yet further to discover the 
novelty of purgatory, that it was above a thousand 
years the opinion of some men only, and not an article 

* Quia authoris nostri gratia redempti sumus, hoc jam cobIos- 
tis muneris habemus, ut cum k camis nostrsB habitatione sub- 
trahimur, moz ad coBlestia pnemia ducamur. Gregor. 1. in 
Job 20. 

t Capit Aquisgran. Cone, ad Papinum Miss. lib. 1. cap. 1. 
quoted by bishop Usher, Answ. to Jes. Chall. p. 177. 
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of faith generally received, the saying of Otto Fri- 
gensis, writing in the year of our Lord 1146, gives 
evidence. His words are these,. " That there is in 
hell a place of purgatory, wherein such as are to be 
saved are either only troubled with darkness or 
decocted with the fire of expiation, SOME AF- 
FIRM."* Mark reader, all did not teach so, nor 
the most, but some only. 

Fifthly. That the pope's indulgences are a mere 
novelty, of which the church of God for many hun- 
dred years knew nothing, we need look for no 
further evidence, than the plain confession of pa- 
pists themselves, amongst whom I find Alphonsus 
making plain and full confession, about these indul- 
gences and pope's pardons, saying, ^^ That of all the 
matters treated of in his whole book, there is not 
one of which the Scripture is more silent, not one 
that the ancient writers speak less of."t Though 

* Esse apud inferos locum purgatorium, in quo solyandi yel 
tenebris tantum afficiantur, vel expiationis igne decoquantur, 
QUID AM afferunt. Otto Frig. lib. 8. Chro. c. 26. apud eun- 
detn. 

t Inter omnes res de quibus in hoc opere disputamus, nulla 
est quam minus aperte sacrie liters prodiderint, et de qua minus - 
vetusti Scriptores dixerint, neque tamen hac occasione sunt con- 
demnandffi [induIgentisB quod earum usus in ecclesia videatur 
sero receptus: quoniam multa sunt posterioribus nota, qu89 
vetusti illi Scriptores prorsus ignoraverunt. Quid ergo mirum 
si ad hunc modum contigerit de indulgentiis, ut apud priscos 
nulla sit de eis mentio.^ Etsi pro indulgentiarum approbatione 
saone ScriptursB testimonium apertum desit, tamen qui contem- 
nit, bsBreticus merito censeatur, &c. Alpbons. de Castro. Ad- 
▼er. Hferes. lib. 8. tituL Indulgentia. 
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he would not have them " therefore to be slighted, 
because the use of them has been but lately received, 
because [mark what he says,] many things are 
known to posterity, which the ancient writers were 
altogether ignorant, of. What need we wonder 
tiien, if this be so in the matter of indulgences that 
among the ancients there is no mention of them at 
all ?'' Really this did me good to read, for I like 
that men should be mgenuous,- and speak the plain 
truth. Yet when I read further, and saw that, 
tiiough he acknowledges there is nothing for it in 
the Scripture, nor in the ancient fathers, yet he says 
that those who " set light by them, or despise them, 
should be judged heretics,'' I thought his zeal had 
carried him too far. This papist makes no attempt 
at all to go higher than pope Gregory I., in the lat- 
ter end of the sixth century, when he says, " It it 
said that he granted some indulgences;" and from 
thence he slides as far as the Lateran council, which 
was in the year of our Lord 1215, according to 
Caranza, and from thence to the council of Con- 
stance under pope John XXIV., which was after 
the year of our Lord 1400. And this is all the an- 
tiquity that he pretends to, from whose confession, 
we might safely place tliis among the young doc- 
trines and practices held and used in the church of 
Rome. 

But let us try another of them whose business in 
his book is to give the first rise, and beginning of 
things. He also does not attempt to rise higher 
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than the sixth century, to the former Gregory; but 
there he finds little to fasten upon, and therefore 
steps presently back to Boniface VIII., who he says 
was the first that brought in the popish jubilee, 
when he gave pardons to those that visited the 
apostles' temples, in the year 1300, which jubilee 
he commanded should be observed every hundredth 
year. But when fifty years were almost expired, 
pope Clement VI. ordained this jubilee should be 
every fiftieth year, forasmuch as man^s age would 
not reach the hundredth year. Lastly,' pope Sixtus 
IV, about 1471, or, as my present author, 1475, 
brought it to every twenty-fifth year; " and then [I 
pray the reader to mark] the use of pardons, which 
they call indulgences, began to be famous^ which 
pardons, for what cause, or by what authority they 
were brought in, or what they are good for, much 
troubles our modern divines to show/'* Reader, 



* Bonifacius VIII. — primus omnium jubileum retulit, anno 
qui futt MCGG salutis humanse, quo pcenarum remissionem iis 
jMrssstabat, qui limina apostolorum visit^ssent. Idem autem pon- 
tifez jubileum centeaimo quoque anno servari mandavit. QuiOf. 
quagesimo post instante anno Clemens VI. sanzit jubileum 
quinquagesimo quoque anno, cum 8Btas hominis viz jubileum 
ilium centuin annorum attingere possit. Postremo Sixtus ejua 
sppellationis quartus jubileum ad vigesimum quemque annum 
reduxit, primusque celebravit, qui fuit annus MCCCCLXXV 
salutis, ac ita veniarum quas indulgentias vocant, jam turn usus 
Celebris esse csepit, quse qua de causa, quave ez authoritate in- 
troductffi fuerint, aut quantum valere videantur, nostri reeenti- 
ores thdologi ea de re egregie laborant ; ego vero originem> tjaod 
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is not this a plain case? Can we desire clearer evi- 
dence of the novelty of the pope's pardons^ by 
which he beguiles so many souls, and gets so much 
money into his treasury? Being so much in the 
dark himself, he consults another to seek relief; and . 
the third says, ** It may be many will put no great 
trust in these indulgences, because their use is but 
lately come into the church, and is so found but a 
little while ago; to whom I say, it is not certain 
who first began them; there was, however, SOME 
very ancient use of them;"* but of this he speaks 
doubtingly, and gathers it only by inference. But 
this popish author whom we cited before, confessing 
the novelty of purgatory, concludes from thence the 
novelty of popish pardons; for, says he, *' As long 
as there was no fear of purgatory, no man sought 
indulgences, for all the account of indulgence de- 
pends on purgatory. If you deny purgatory, what 
need of indulgences? Indulgences began after men 
were frighted with the pains of purgatory.'^t Thus, 

mei est muneris, quseritans, non reperio ante fiiisse, quod sciani, 
quam dims Gregorius ad suas stationes id prsmii proposuerit. 
Polydor Virgil, de Invent. Rerum lib. 8. cap. 1. 

* Multos fortasse movet indulgentiis istis non usque adeo 
fidere, quod earum usus in ecclesia yideatur recentior, et admo- 
dum sero apud Christianos repertus, quibus ego respondeo, non 
certo constare k quo primam tradi coBperint, fuit tamen, non- 
nuUns earum usus, ut aiunt, apud Romanes vetustissimus, quod 
ex stationibus intelligi potest. 

t Quamdiu nulla faerat de purgatorio cura, nemo quesivit in- 
dulgentias, nam ex iUo pendet omnis indulgentianim existima- 
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out of the mouths of these three witnesses of their 
own, we might let this pass for one of the youngs 
sort, and set it amongst its fellows. 

Sixthly. I may conclude the same of prayer for 
the dead; for if purgatory be but a late device, and 
indulgences granted for their deliverance be but 
late, prayer for them to be delivered out of purga- 
tory, (which is supposed in the manner of the pa- 
pists' prayers for departed souls) cannot be of a 
longer standing, as their bishop before quoted rightr 
ly argued. 

What might be alleged for the antiquity of pray- 
ing for the dead, used indeed in the church former- 
ly, is nothing to the popish prayers used now; for 
it is most evident, that they did not pray in relation 
to their being in purgatory, which they understood 
not, nor do their prayers express any such thing, 
but rather the contrary, of their being at rest, which 
they could not have in purgatory. Therefore, what- 
soever prayers they were, or to what end, is not 
my work at present to inquire. Until they be 
proved to be such as popish prayers for the dead, 
the latter will stand still among the younger prac- 
tices of the church of Rome. 

Seventhly. As for the novelty of praying to 
saints, cardinal Du Perron (a man that would have 



tio. Si toUas pargatoriam, quorsum indulgentiis opus erit? 
CoBperunt igitur indulgentis, postquam ad purgatorii cruciatof 
aliqaandin trepidatum est Johan. Roffen. in LuUier. ibid. 
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found it, if there had been any sueh practice in the 
primitive churches) freely acknowledges, as Moli- 
neus who traced him in his book affirms, that *^ as in 
the Holy Scriptures there is neither command nor 
example for the invocation of saints; so likewise in 
the writings of the fathers, that have written before 
the first four councils, [which brings us to the year 
451] no trace is to be found of that invocation/'* 
The distinction between the saints' intercession, 
and the invocation of saints, should be carefully 
heeded; for whether the saints in heaven prsiy for 
the church on earth, and whether the church on 
earth might pray to the saints in heaven, are widely 
different questions. That in the first ages it was 
accounted idolatry to invocate angels, was deter- 
mined in the thirty-fifth canon of the Laodicean 
council before quoted. 

8. To show the novelty of transubstantiation;— «- 
that the bread is not turned into the flesh of Christ, 
I need not stand long: for Scotus does it for me, 
who says: " That this was not a doctrine of faith, 
before the Lateran council;"! which was in the 
year 1215. Bellarmine takes notice of this, and is 
offended at, and helps the matter as well as he can, 
by mentioning one council, (and he names no more, 
which he would have done, doubtless, if he could,) 
and that is a council at Rome under Gregory VIL, 
who was pope in the year 1073; so that according 

* Molin. Novelty of Popery, pag. 388. 
t Bellar. de Euchar. lib. 3. cap. 23. 
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to Bellarmine's grave admonition of Scotus, it was 
above a thousand years before that was made a doc- 
trine of faith in the Roman church itself. But 
Alphonsus, as to councils, rises no higher than the 
Lateran, as Scotus did.^ 

9. The denying of the cup to the people might 
be reckoned with the rest, for a mere novelty, hav- 
ing its rise in the council of Constance, which began 
in the year 1414; and there needs no other evi- 
dence, that this is an innovation, than the very 
words of the canon, whereby it is denied to the 
people, which are: "Although Christ administered 
this sacrament in both kinds, and though in the pri- 
mitive church the people received it in both kinds, 
yet this custom is rationally introduced, that the 
people shall only take the bread; and we command, 
under pain of excommunication, that no presbyter 
give it to the people under both kinds of bread 
and wine/'t Thus, though Christ appointed bothy 
though the primitive times observed both, yet these 
arrogant priests say they shall have but one, any 
thing in Christ's command, and the church's prac- 
tice, for so many hundred years, to the contrary, 

^ Alphons. de Castro adver. hseres. tit Euchar. heres. 

t Licet Christus post ccenam instituerit, et suis discipulis ad- 
ministraverit sub utraque specie panis et vini hoc venerabile 
aacramentam, et similiter licet in primitiva ecclesia hujusmodi 
sacramentum reciperetur a fidelibus sub utraque specie, tamen 
hsc consuetude ad evitandum aliqua pericula et icandala, est 
rationabiliter introducta, — quod k laicis tantummodo sub specie 
panis suscipiatur, &c. Concil. Gonstan. Sets. 13. 

<l2 
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{non obstante) notwithstanding; for this it waa call- 
ed deservedly by one Concilium Non-obstantienstj 
instead of Constantiense. And yet after this, the 
council of Basil granted the use of the cup to the 
Bohemians; and again the council of Trent denied 
it; so that ir^allible popish councils can say and 
unsay, do and undo, and that in matters of faith. 

10. The adoration of the sacrament was after 
the doctrine of transubstantiation; for the reason of 
their worshipping of it, is because it is changed into 
Christ's body and blood. The first then being new, 
the other cannot be old. The first was brought in 
as an article of faith, in the time of Innocent III., in 
the year 1215; and the worshipping of it, in the 
time of Honorius IIL, in the year 121^.* Behold 
its antiquity! 

11. The practice of the pope's canonizing of 
saints, is a new invention, by the confession of Bel- 
larmine himself,t who acknowledges that the first 
pope that he ever read of, as canonizing saints^ was 
Leo III., 800 years after Christ And the same 
cardinal says: "That no saints might be pubKcly 
invocated, who are not canonized by the pope." 
Put both together, and it will make a clear conse- 
quence, that invocation of saints, at least publicly, 

* Decret Greg. IX. lib. 3. tit. 41. cap. 10. 

t Primus pontifex (ni forte fallor) qui sanctos legatur cano- 
nizasse, videtur fuisse Leo papa III. ; antequam fortasse fuerunt 
aliiB, sed non mihi Qonstat. Bellar. de Sanct Beat. lib. 1. cap. 8. 
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was not for 800 years after Christ, by the confes- 
sion of the papists themselves. 

But whither do I tend? To run over all parti- 
culars controverted between us and them, would 
sooner swell into a folio, than be contained In a 
small duodecimo. I can therefore but name some 
other points, and defy the papists to show, that for 
five, six, seven hundred, yea, some for a tliousand 
jrears after Christ, they were generally owned or 
received in the church of Christ 

12. The infallibility of the bishop of Rome. 

13. That the church of Rome is the only church, 
founded by God himself, or that the church of Rome 
is the catholic church. 

14. That there is no salvation out of the Roman 
church. 

15. That all that the church of Rome delivers is 
to be believed, whether it be written in the word 
of God, or not 

16. That the pope, or church of Rome, ha^ power 
and authority to make doctrines of faith, necessary 
to salvation, that are not contained in the Scripture. 

17. That the pope of Rome alone, or his council 
alone, or pope and council together, are the judge of 
controversies, to whom appeals from all the churches 
must be made, and in whose decisions all are bound 
to acquiesce. 

18. That the pope of Rome might judge all, but 
be judged by none, nor be blamed, though he should 
lead souls by troops to hell. 
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19. That the pope of Rome has temporal juris- 
diction over princes, kings, and emperors, to depose 
them from their thrones, dispose of their crowns, 
and absolve their subjects from their oaths of alle- 
giance to their lawful princes. 

20. That the pope of Rome has authority to 
dispense with the law of God; to make that law- 
ful which God forbids, and that evil which God 
commands. 

21. That the power of calling general councils is 
inherent in the pope. 

22. That the pope by himself, or legates, ought 
to be president in such councils. 

23. That all that general councils determine with- 
out his authoritative ratification, is of no force, but 
void. 

24. That the Scripture is imperfect and insuffi- 
cient, not containing in it all things necessary to 
salvation, nor for the refuting of all heresies. 

25. That it is not lawful to interpret Scripture, 
contrary to the sense of the church of Rome. 

^6. That the church does not depend upon the 
Scripture, but the authority of the Scripture, even 
quoad nos^ upon the testimony of the church of 
Rome. 

27. That the Scripture ought not to be translated 
into the vulgar tongue. 

28. That the common people are to be debarred 
from reading the Scriptures, except they have a 
license from the bishop. 
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29. That the public service and prayers in the 
church, ought to be in an unknovrn tongue. 

30. That there are seven proper sacraments, bap- 
tism, confirmation, Lord's supper, penance, extreme 
uhction, matrimony, ordination. Or that there arc 
eight sacraments of order, as the order of porters, 
readers, exorcists, servitors, sub-deacons, deacons, 
presbyters and bishops; which make indeed four- 
teen or fifteen sacraments. 

31. That the sacrament of confirmation is more 
worthy than the sacrament of baptism, and is to be 
had in greater reverence, and accordingly to be ad- 
ministered only by a bishop, when baptism may be 
administered by a presbyter, or a layman. 

S2. That private masses ar^ lawful, and in them 
both clergy and laity are to be deprived both of the 
bread and wine, except the priest who makes it, 
while by the rest it may only be seen. 

33. That the eucharist, when it is sent to the 
sick, is to be adored by all that meet it, and those 
that do not, are to be accounted heretics, and to 
be persecuted with fire and sword. 

34. That the mass is a sacrifice for the quick and 
the dead, for obtaining not only spiritual but tem- 
poral blessings, to be offered to God for health, for 
success in battles, &c., &c. 

35. That a justified person may truly and pro- 
perly make satisfaction to God for the guilt of pun- 
ishment, which remains to be expiated after the 
fault is remitted. 
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36. That the satisfact9ry works of the saints 
may be communicated and applied to others; or 
that there are works of supererogation. 

37. That absolution by a priest is so necessary 
to salvation that persons believing in Christ are 
damned, if they die before they are absolved by a 
priest 

38. That the confirmation of bishops, and insti- 
tution of archbishops by the pall are to be sought 
from the pope of Romg, from all parts of the world; 
without which they are no such ofiScers, and none 
can without sacrilege execute their ofSce. 

39. That in baptism there is an implicit vow of 
obedience to the pope of Rome. 

40. That the decretal epistles are to be reckoned 
amongst canonical scripture. 

41. That the bishop of Rome, if he be canonically 
ordained, whatever his previous character, is un- 
doubtedly made holy by the merits of St Peter. 

42. That every transgression of the law does not 
deserve death, but that there are many sins of them- 
selves and in their own nature venial and deserving 
pardon ; that the blood of Christ is not necessary to 
wash them away, but they may be done away with 
holy water, by smiting the breast, and by the bi- 
shop's blessing. 

43. That clergymen are exempted from the juris- 
diction of temporal rulers in things civil and crimi- 
nal, and that the civil judge cannot punish eccle- 
siastical persons. 
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44. That the rebellion of a clergyman against a 
heretical king is not treason, or that it is merito- 
rious to kill princes excommunicated by the pope. 

45. That good works in themselves have a pro- 
portion, and condignity with the reward, and are 
meritorious from their inward worthiness, so as to 
merit a reward, as a journeyman -does his wages for 
his labour. 

Papists themselves acknowledge that the first be- 
ginning of some of their doctrines they cannot tell, 
and to search for the year when every novelty was 
introduced is needless. Those enumerated above, 
are not found in Scripture, nor in the primitive 
church, some not for four, five, some not for. six, 
seven, eight, nine, and even twelve centuries after 
Christ Hence I conclude that popery is a very 
novelty, and vainly and falsely boasts of its anti- 
quity. 
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CHAPTER V. 

APPLICATION OP THE SUBJECT. 

Is popery a new way, and the religion of protes- 
tants the old religion taught by Christ and his apos- 
tles? Then this is 1. A safe way, and a safe reli- 
pon; in it you may be justified, san<:tified, and 
surely saved. It is the old way in which Paul, and 
Peter, and believers in the primitive times, obtained 
an everlasting kingdom and crown. Be not alarmed 
at the uncharitable and groundless doctrine of the 
papists, that out of their church there is no salva- 
tion. 2. Then it is the toisest way. The folly of 
men shows itself in the new ways of popery, and 
wherein they profess themselves to be wise, they 
are become fools; but in the old way is manifest 
the manifold wisdom of God. 3. Then it is the 
purest way. The nearer the fountain, the purer 
are the streams; the nearer the copy, the fairer is 
the writing. The church of Rome vaihly glories 
in titles of holiness; "the most hol^ pope;*' "the 
hol^ church;'^ " the multitude of holy days;" " holy 
rites and ceremonies," &c. That one is holy and 
pure, which is consonant to the holy and pure word 
of God. If you are to travel, you would go the 
cleanest way. You are travelling to an everlasting 
state: the old way of faith in Christ, repentance for 
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sin, inward holiness, and new obedience, taught in 
the reformed churches, agreeably to the doctrine of 
Christ, and his apostles, is the way to keep a clean 
and pure heart, a clean and pure conscience, to have 
a clean and pure conversation. 4. It is the nearest 
way. If you leave this way, the further you go, 
the more you are out of your way. 5. It is the 
most comfortable and^most pleasant way; all the 
ways of wisdom are ways of pleasantness, and all 
her paths are peace. It may be strewed with out- 
ward troubles, briers and thorns, but there is in- 
ward peace and joy, solid, sure and lasting comfort 
to be found in it. 6. It is the o/i/y way. The way 
of faith in Christ, the way of regeneration and holi- 
ness, the way of new obedience and perseverance 
therein, is the old way to heaven, and there is no 
other. If you will choose new ways yourselves, or 
walk in new ways marked out by others, contrary 
to the good old way, you will lose God and Christ, 
and your souls for ever. 

Protestant reader, endeavour to get a right un- 
derstanding of the greatness of your mercy; that 
you were not born in an age of popish darkness; 
that you have ministers to teach you the good old 
way, and magistrates to defend you therein; that 
you are not burned at a stake for not receiving new 
popish doctrines; that you have the Bible in your 
own language, and none dare forbid you to read it. 

PrAy to God for the continuance of this mercy to 
you and to your children after you; that popery 
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may never prevail in this happy land, but that the 
gei^erations to come may be taught the protestant 
religion, that is, the good old way to heaven, and 
that your children, and childrens' children may 
enjoy the Bible, and have the old truths of God 
preached to them. For their sakes pray much. 

Then walk in this good old way. If you aee the 
way to happiness and do not walk in it, you will 
fall short of it You may be protestants in opinion, 
and yet be for ever damned. A drunken protestant, 
an unclean protestant, a swearing, impenitent, unbe- 
lieving protestant, shall not be saved, because in 
opinion he is a protestant You may refuse to com- 
mit idolatry in bowing to images in a popish chapdi, 
and yet be condemned for making an idol of your 
money, and for your immoderate love of the world. 
You might renounce the pope as head, and in judg- 
ment own Christ, as only head of his church, and 
yet be damned for not believing on him, choosing 
him before all, nor loving him above all. 

Let all old corrupt things be done away; your 
0I4 ignorance, your old lalse hopes, your pld self- 
love, your old false peace, your old enmity against 
God and holiness. You must be ^ cut off from the 
old stock. In a word, (for I can but name a few of 
many that might be said for the practical improve^ 
ment of this subject,) crucify the old man, destroy 
the body of sin. For to keep your old hearts and yet 
think to go to heavep, is to look foi^ a pew way of 
salvation. 
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lixcept yott be thus made new, you may know 
the good old way^ but you cannot walk in it; which 
if you do not, wo, wo, a thousand woes to you for 
ever. How fearful will be the condemnation of an 
ungodly protiestant, who was told which was the 
good old and only way, and lired under the con- 
stant, plain and powerful preaching of the same 
doctrines that Christ himself and his apostles de- 
livered. I profess your case will be worse, and 
your torments will be greater, than of the heathen 
who might say. Lord, we never had a Bible, never 
heard of Christ, nor of the way of salvation; no 
ministers were sent to us, no gospel preached to us. 
Yea, worse will be your case, and greater will be 
your damnation, than of many amongst the papists, 
who have not been so plainly ta^ught, so frequently 
instructed, so faithfully warned, so earnestly en- 
treated, as you have been. You are not told, that 
^ ignorance is the mother of devotion,'^ as they are; 
you are not kept from reading the Scripture, as they 
are; but are pressed, urged and exhorted to it. You 
have not public worship in an unknown tongue, 
but by plain language you are warned of hell, aiid 
commanded, in the name of God, to forsake yt)ur 
old wicked ways. How oft have you been per- 
suaded to come to Christ, who is ^Hhe way, the 
truth, and the life?'^ How long has God waited? 
and will you go on in your wicked ways still ; in 
your old c(Hirse of prolaneness and lying, and Sab- 
baUi-hreaking ? in your old course of cidreless ne- 
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gleet of God, and Christ, and your own immortal 
souls? That is an old way indeed, but it is not the 
good old way. If you will go on, take your course; 
if you will not turn to the good path, take what 
falls. But know that the way of sin leads directly 
to hell. And can you there have rest? How can 
you, under the heavy load of God's wrath? How 
can you, under the strokes of an angry, provoked 
and revenging God? You cannot rest upon a 
bed of down, though your conscience be seared, 
when God afflicts you with the stone or plague, or 
burning fever, though all your friends be round 
about you, administering cordials and comforts. 
And can you rest in a bed of flames, in a burning 
fiery furnace, in a place more dreadful and more hot 
than is a vessel full of boiling lead, and burning 
brimstone, when your conscience shall be awakened, 
and an angry God shall frown upon you, and not 
one nigh to pity or relieve? For God's sake, and 
for your soul's sake, as ever you would avoid end- 
less, and remediless torments hereafter, walk in the 
good old way of faith and holiness, repentance and 
new obedience now. 

And if you will now walk in this good old way, 
you shall be taken into a new covenant, and have 
new Employment, better, more noble, more profita- 
ble, more pleasant than ever yet you were engaged 
in. You shall be taken into new relations, to be 
the sons of God, the daughters of God, the servants, 
people and friends of God; You shall become a 
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new habitation for Father, Son, and Holy Spirhi> 
You will have ground of comfort when you come 
to die. Death is the old way into another world; and 
if you walk in the good old way while you live, you 
may be comforted, if you can appeal to God, having 
the witness of a good conscience, and say, now. 
Lord, remember how I have walked before th^ in 
the good path, with an upright heart And then 
you shall enter into the new Jerusalem, where you 
shall have universal, seasonable, eternal, and delight- 
ful rest. You shall rest from the reigning, and con- 
flicting power of sin, from the guilt and indwelling 
of sin> You shall rest from the temptations of 
Satan. He shall never trouble nor disquiet you 
more. Commission of sin is now a burden to you, 
and temptation to sin is now a burden to you, but 
the good old way will bring to rest from both. You 
shall rest from all afflictions upon your bodies. Now 
sickness is a burden that makes you restless, but 
then you shall have an aching head no more, pained 
bowels, a sick heart no more for ever. You shall 
rest from all troubles from men; from all their per- 
secutions, slanders and reproaches. You shall rest 
from repentings and mournings for sin, from all the 
pains that you are now at to mortify corruption; 
though not from loving of God, delighting in God, 
and admiring his love, nay this your love shall be one 
part of your rest You shall rest from all doubts 
and fears, and jealousies of heart Now you doubt, 
^^Does God love me? do I love God? is Christ 
R 2 
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mine, and am I his? will God pardon and save me? 
Sometimes I hope he will, and that lightens my 
heart; sometimes I fear he will not, and that is a 
heavy burden to my soul, under which I cannot 
rest." But this good old way will bring you to a 
rest wher^ you shall doubt no more, and fear no 
more. Can you doubt, whether it is day, when 
you see the sun shine? or that fire is hot, when 
you see it burn, and feel its wao'mth? No more 
shall you doubt, when you come to the end of 
your walk in the good old way, whether God loves 
you, when you shall be filled with his love, and 
feel that he loves you, and see to what a blessed 
place of rest and peace, of life, of light and joy, his 
love has brought yout 
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Whereas the church of Rome accuses protestants 
of perverting and corrupting the word of God, it is 
easy to prove that the charge may be retorted with 
triumphant success. 

The insertion of an intermingled apocrypha is in 
itself sufficient proof of the correctness of this af- 
firmation. And it is further confirmed by the care 
that has been manifestly taken to render the trans- 
lation of the Scriptures a vehicle for the diffusion 
of popish tenets. One specimen will suffice: the 
word " repentance" is almost invariably translated 
^* penance,' even in the Old Testament, where, it 
must be confessed, it sounds oddly enough ; for in^ 
stance, " Therefore I reprehend myself, and do pe- 
nance in dust and ashes," Job. xlii. 6. ^^ If the 
wicked do penance for all the sins which he hath 
committed, &c. Ezek. xviii. 21. ^^If they do pe- 
nance in their heart in the place of their captivity," 
&c. 1 Kings viii. 47. " Do penance j for the king- 
dom of heaven is at hand," Mat. iv. 17! "that they 
should do penance^ and turn to God, doing works 
worthy oipenance^^ Acts xxvi. 20. The design of 
this rendering is obvious.^ 



* The following note on Rom. iv. 7,8, is an affecting instance 
of perversion of the word of Ood. 

*' Bles9td are tkey whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins 
are rjovered. That is, blessed are those who, by doing penance, 
have obtained pardon and remission of their sins, and also are 
covered; that is, newly clothed with the habit of grace, and 
vested with the stole of charity. 

*^ Blessed is the man to whom the Lord hath not impvted sin. 
That is, blessed is the man who hath retained his baptismal in- 
nocence, that no grievous sin can be imputed to him. And 
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• The suppression of the second commandment, in 
which the worship of images is prohibited, is usual- 
ly considered aa one article of accusation against the 
Roman Catholic church. The fact is this: the first 
and second precepts of the decalogue are blended 
into one, and the tenth is divided into two. This 
division is adopted, they say, in deference to the 
authority of Augustine; be this as it may,xit answers 
their purpose. In catechisms, spelling-books, and 
small works for the instruction of the young, the 
decalogue is often given in an abridged form, by 
which arrangement, the second commandment (that 
is^ our second commandment,) is entirely kept out 
of sight: thus — 

1. ** I am the Lord thy God; thou shjJt have na 
strange gods before me. 

2. ^^ Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain. 

3. ^* Remember that thou kcq) holy the Sabbath* 
day. 

4. " Honour thy father and thy mother. 

5. " Thou shalt not kill. 

6. " Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

7. " Thou shalt not steal 

8. <^ Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbour. 

9. " Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife.. 

10. "Thou shalt not covet tSy neighbour's 
goods.'' 

This is copied from Butler^ s Catechism; a work 
extensively used in Ireland. A similar abridgment 
of the decalogue is inserted in the spelling'4>ook 



likewise, blessed is the man, who, after falling into sin, hath . 
done penance and leads a virtuous life by frequenting the sacra- 
ments necessary for obtaining the grace to prevent a relapse^ 
that sin is no more impjited to him. Roman, Catholic Vernon, 
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commonly found in Italian schools, but with this 
difference, that the fourth commandment is omitted 
as well as the second, and that instead of the injunc- 
tion to observe the Sabbath, the young Italian reads, 
^' Remember to keep holy the days of festivalsP^* 
The following fact is perhaps known only to few; 
it deserves some imperishable record. In the year 

1685, Loiiis XVI. revoked the Edict of Nantes, de- 
prived the protestants of their civil and religious 
privileges, and forced hundreds of thousands of them 
to leave their native land, and seek an asylum 
where they might worship God without molestation 
and restraint. But it was soon found that protes- 
tantism, though oppressed, was not destroyed. A 
new line of policy was then adopted. The papists 
saw that they could not prevent the Scriptures from 
being read, and therefore resolved to force tho 
sacred volume itself into their service, by the most 
audacious corruptions and interpolations. An edi- 
tion of the New Testament was published, so trans- 
lated, that a Roman catholic might find in it 
explicit statements of the peculiar dogmas cf his 
church. The book was printed at Bordeaux, in 

1686. It was entitled, "The New Testament of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Translated from Latin 
into French, by the divines of Louvain:'^ and the 
attestation of the archbishop of Bordeaux was pre- 
fixed to it, assuring the reader that it was " careful- 
ly revised and corrected." Two doctors in divinity 
of the university of the same place also recom- 
mended it as useful to all those, who, with permis- 

* Gilly's Travels in Piedmont, p. 167. Grahame's " Three 
Month's Residence in the Mountains east of Rome," p- 238. It 
is observable, that though the tenth commandment is thus split 
into two, the two are a^ain blended into one in the explanations 

g'ven in Roman Catholic Catechisms. Is not this a tacit con- 
Bsion that the division is untenable ? 
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sion of their superiorSj might read it. A few 
quotations will show the manner in which the worL 
was executed, and the object which the translators 
had in view. 

In the summary of the " contents'* of Matthewr 
xxvi. Mark xir. and Luke xxii. it is said that those 
chapters contain the account of the " institution of 
the mass!" Acts xiii. 2. ("as they mtniirtered to 
the Lord and fasted") is thus rendered — " as theg 
offered to the Lord the sacrifice of the masSy and 
fasted," &c. In Acts xi. 30, and other places^ 
where our English version has the word " elders," 
this edition has ^^ priests, ^^ 

A practice that has proved very productive of 
gain to the priesthood, is made scriptural in the fol^ 
lowing manner: " And his father and mother went 
every year in pilgrimage to Jersusalem," Luke iL 
41. " And not only so, but also he was appointed 
by the churches the companion of out pilgrimages^ 
2 Cor. viii. 19. "Beloved, thou actest as a true be- 
liever in all that thou doest towards the brethren, 
and towards the pilgriw^J*^ 3 John 5. 

Tradition is thus introduced :—" Ye keep my 
commandments, as I left them with you by tratU^ 
tion,^ 1 Cor. xi. 2. " The faith, which has been 
once given to the saints by tradiiion.^^ Jnde 5. 

That the Roman Catholic might be able to prove 
that marriage is a sacrament, he was furnished with 
these renderings: — "To those who are joined to- 
gether in the sacram,ent ofmarriage^ I command/' 
&c. 1 Cor. vii. 10. " Do not join yourselves in the 
sacrament of marriage with unbelievers." 2 Cor. 
vi. 14. 

1 Cor. ix. 5, IB so directly opposed to the con- 
strained celibacy of the clergy j that .we can scarcely 
wonder at finding an addition to the text: it stands 
thus — " Have we not power to lead about a sister, 
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a f/ooman to serve i^s in the gospel^ and to remem- 
bet^ us with her goods, as th^e other apostles, &c« 

In support of human merit, the translation of 
Heb. xiii. 16, may be quoted — ^^ We obtain merit 
towards God by such sacrifices/^ 

Purgatory could not be introduced hut by a di- 
rect interpolation: ^^He himself shall be saved, y«t 
in all cases as by the fire of purgatory P 1 Cor* 
iii. 15. 

Many other passages might be noticed. " Him 
only shalt thou serve tjoith latria^^ i. e. with the 
worship specially and solely due to God: this addi- 
tion was evidently made to prevent the text being 
urged against the invocation of the saints ; Luke iv» 
8. " Many of those who believed, came to confess 
and declare their sins.^^ Acts xix. 18. " After a 
procession of seven daysround it" Heb. xi. 30. 
" Beware, lest being led away with others, by the 
error of the wicked heretics ^^ &c. 2 Pet. iii. 17. 
" There is some sin which is not mortal, but veniaV^ 
I John V. 17. " And round about the throne there 
were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones twen- 
ty-four priests seated, all clothed with albs,^' Rev. 
iv. 4. The alb, it will be recollected, is part of the 
official attire of a Roman catholic priest , 

But the most flagrant interpolation occurs in 1 
Tim. iv. 1 — 3. "Now the Spirit speaketh ex- 
pressly, that in the latter times some will separate 
themselves from the Soman faith, giving them- 
selves up to spirits of error, and to doctrines taught 
by devils. Speaking false things through hypocrisy, 
having also the conscience cauterised. Condemn- 
ing the sacrament of marriage, the abstinence 
from meats, which God hath created for the faith- 
ful, and for those- who have known the truth, to re- 
ceive them with thanksgiving." 

Such was the Bordeaux New Testament Whether 
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it was actually translated by the divines pf Louyain 
is doubtful. This is certain, however, that it was 
printed by the royal and university printer, and 
sanctioned by dignitaries of the church. It is pro- 
per to add, that the Roman Catholics were soon con- 
vinced of the folly of their conduct, in thus tamper- 
ing with the inspired voluEhe. To avoid the just 
odium brought on their cause by this wicked mea- 
sure, they have endeavoured to destroy the whole 
edition. In consequence, the book is now exces- 
sively scarce. 

" Every one that do6th evil hateth the light, nei- 
ther Cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be re- 
proved." John iii. 5o. 

Cramp's Text Book op Popery. 



THE END. 
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